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FREFiCE. 


That separate and distinct churches for 
colored people arc now established here, and 
in different parts of the country, is a fact, 
the propriety of which the subscriber has con> 
sidercd useless to discuss. It is much more in 
accordance with his natural prompting, to 
identify liimself with the praiseworthy deeds 
of hit predecessors — to travel back to those 
events with which they were intimately con* 
nectcdf and which transpired before he was 
bom, simply addressing himself to the whole 
train of those past occurrences, which, under a 
wise and inscrutable Providence have led to 
results of incalculable good, — than to be liyper- 
critical, in regard to what may now ap))ear to 
have been a mistaken policy on their part 
Somo time ago, he had the privilege of con« 
versing with many of the old members— all 
now gone to their final aooonnt— who had a 




TiTid Teoollection of the laying of the corner 
9tame of St Thomas' Church. He has often 
listened with intense interest to their recital 
of the toik and labors, triab and difficulties 
which they encountered, both prerious and 
subsequent to the erection of the building. 
He often indulged the wish, that he possessed 
in some regular form, the facts which they 
rdated to him with so much gusto. Looking 
over the old records of the Church a few years 
ago, the hcU aforesaid, unexpectedly pre- 
sented themselres; and as the said wish is 
participated in by many of the present mem- 
ben of the Church, he now offers them to 
pablic riew, shaped, he hopes, in an accept- 
aUe^-if not in the best possible form. And 
AoM the interest in reading the following 
pagfs, be equal to the pleasure had in arrang* 
log the matter therein contained, the under* 
signed will be truly happy. 

W.D. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Sbvbntt-fitx years ago, no oharoh edifioe ooald 
be foand throoghoat the whole country, owned and 
controlled exclusively by persons of bolor. The 
religiously disposed among them were then under 
the neoeBsity of worshipping in charches belonging 
to their white brethren. As Methodism addressed 
itself chiefly to the feelings and affections, — which 
are always strongest among undisciplined minds, — 
the great majority gave their adherence to that, 
system. Another cause of the success of this de- 
nomination in gathering to their folds more of the 
colored population than any other, miy be ascribod 
to their Itinerancy. This class of ministers, at the 
time referred to, made no pretensions to literary 
qualifications, and being despised and persecuted 
as religious enthusiasts, their sympathies naturally 
turned towards the lowly, who^ like themselves, 
were of small estimate in the sight of worldly 
greatness. In those days that denomination of 
christisns could loy claim to but one house of wor- 
ship in Fblladolpbia. This is situated in Fourth 
Street below Vine, and is known by the title of St. 
George's Church. Here it was that the krger por- 
tion of the colored population of the city assembled 
ftom time to time on occasions of public worship. 
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Ilere^ ihaji in oommon with oihen^ gare Tcni to 
their deyotional foclingi without lot or hindrance. 
Thej had oomfortable acate on the lower floor of 
that building to whioh there wore no objections 
made^ ontil the increasing numbora of the congre- 
gation, aibrded a plea on the part of those inrestod 
with power, for desiring their remoTsI to the 
gallerj. Bat as they had contributed their mites 
towards paying for the building in which all the 
feats were frco^ thcj did not readily yield to the 
onfair proposal. Their protest against the measure 
was given by subsequently taking a position ncnr 
ftbont whore they usually occupied. But at length 
mn expressed desire rose to an imperious order, and 
•the presBure was so groat, that they considered it 
useless to contend any longer against the odds that 
opposed them. The stern command was followed 
by a foroible act resorted to by one of the oflioials ; 
and to the lasting shame of those who sanctioned 
the messure, it was enforced at a time when the 
Assembly were invoking the blessings of the com* 
.Bon Father of all, who "is Ko respkcteii of pbr- 

0011% AWD WILUBTQ ALL MKK TO DB SAVED AND TO 
OOXB TO THB KNOWLBDGB Of TUB TRUTa** 

This riiamefnl transaction took place on Sunday 
moraing. To use the words of a renerated man— 
" Meeting had begun, and they wore nearly done 
sittging; and just ss we took our scats, the Elder 
■aadr-LBT us prat. We had not boon long on 

- ov knees before I heard considerable scuffling and 
low talking. I raised my head up and aaw one of 

- the tr u s te es having hold of Bev. Absalom Joneis 


pulling him up off his knees, and saying, ^you 
must get up— you must not kneel here." Mr. 
Jones replied, ** wait until prayer is over.** Mr. H« 
M-^ said, ^'no^ you must get up now, or I will 
call for aid and force you away." Mr. Jones said, 
'' wait until prayer is oyer, and I will get up and 
trouble you no more.*** 

This assurance of Mr. Jones was made good. 
They all walked out in a body together, and befora 
the dose of that erentful Lord's day, the solemn 
and deliberate purpose, the noble determinatioBi 
was formed to worehip the Lord henceforth under 
their " own vine and fig tree,** without molestation 
from any. That these humble men, just emerged^ 
from the house of bondage, should be able to rise I 
above those servile feelings which all their antece^l 
dents wero calculated to cherish, and to assume, as 
they did, an attitude becoming men conscious of 
invaded rights, is not to be greatly' wondered at, 
when the history of those times is oonsidered^J 
This was the age of a general and searching in- 
quiry into the equity of old and established cus- 
toms. A moral earthquake had awakened tlie 
slumber of ages. The spirit-stirring notes that 
pealed out from Indei^endence Hall, proclaiming 

'*LlBKRTT THROUGHOUT THB LAND TO ALL THB 

INHABITANTS THBBBOF,** and oiusing the most 
humble to liti up his head with higher hopes and 
nobler aspirations, were yet echoing through every 
nook and corner of the land. The revolutionary 

•miofRT.RielMwiAMt«,writton^hliMiir,lSO>psS»^^ 
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•inigglei in which wu iovolved the great priDci* 

pies of haman rightti waa still fresh io the minds of 

ftll from the least unto the greatest The magnani* 

mooa spirit that then prevailed to a rery great 

extent throaghont the ooantry, is rery beautifully 

expressed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania in 

ita Act for the gradual abolition of slavery, passed 

in 1780, — ** It is not for us to enquire why, in the 

oreation of mankind, the inhabitants of the several 

parts of the earth were distinguished by a difierence 

in feature or complexion. It is sufficient to know, 

that all are the work of an Almighty hand. We 

esteem it a peculiar blessing granted to us, that 

wa are eoaUcd this day to add one more step to 

oniversal civilization, by removing, as much as 

possible, the sorrows of those, who have lived in 

wndeserved bondage, and from which, by the as- 

aamed authority of the kings of Great Britain, no 

eflbctaal, legal relief could be obtained. Weaned, 

\ijJk long course of experience, from those narrow 

pntjodices and partialities we had imbibed, we find 

our hearts enlarged with kindness and benevolence 

towards men of all conditions and nations; and we 

ooncaivc ourselves at this particular period extra* 

ordinarily called upon, by the blessings which we 

bava reoeived, to manifest the sincerity of our pro- 

fsMion, and to give a aubstantial proof of our grati- 

Hida.** 

Those obscure but worthy men, who, animated 
whli some of the spirit of those days, resolved to 
iatrodnce a new order of things among themselves, 
kad oaa grsal diiBonlty to somioQnti before ihej 


could proceed a step towards the accomplishment 
of the object desired. The great question for solu- 
tion in the first phtce, was, how to efiect a union 
among themselves. Unaccustomed to organisa- 
tions of any kind, few in number, without pecu- 
niary means, the most fiivored among them with- 
out the advantages of a liberal education; to have 
immediately proposed, under these circumstances, 
the establishing of a church, would have been con- 
sidered impracticable and visionary. But a auc- 
cessful plan of union at length presented itself^ 
which was to form an organisation having Iha 
two-fold objects of a beneficial and moral reform 
society. It was styled, *• The Free African Society,** 
and was founded the 12th of April, in the year of 
our Lord 1787. 
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PREAMBLE OF THE FREE AFRICAN SOCIETT 


The following is a oopj of ibo Preamble and 
Articles of the Association, with the names of the 
First Signers. 

*" PhOadelphiay 
''[12th, 4th mo^ 1778.]— WiiBRSJia^ Absalom 
Jones and Richard Allen, two men of the African 
rsoe, who, for their religions life and oonrersation 
hare obtained a good report among men, these 
persons, from a love to the people of their com- 
plexion whom they beheld with sorrow, because of 
their irreligious and uncivilized state, often com* 
muned together upon this painful and important 
subject in order to form some kind of religious 
■ooietjr, but there being too few to be found under 
the like concern, and those who were, differed in 
their religious sentiments; with these circumstances 
thej labored for some time, till it was proposed, 
after a serious communication of sentiments, that a 
society should be formed, without regard to reli- 
gious tenets, provided, the persons lived an orderly 
and sober life, in order to support one another in 
sickness, and for the benefit of their widows and 
Iktberless children.** 


ARTICLBB. 

*'[17th, 6th mo., 1787.]— We, the free Africans 
and their descendants, of the City of Philadelphia, 
in the State of Pennsylvaniai or elsewhere^ do 
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If AsncLcs or tbb rfni.AfBicAy sooivrr. 

wimaimoiisljr Agree, for the benefit of each other, to 
•dTAiioe one shilling in silver Pennsylvania correnojr 
ft month ; and after one year's subeoription firom 
the date hereof, then to hand forth to the needy of 
ihia Society, if any should require, the aam of three 
ahiUings and nine pence per week of the said 
mooey : provided, this necessity is not brought on 
them by their own imprudence. 

And it is further agreed, that no drunkard nor 
disorderly person be admitted as a member, and if 
any diouU prove disorderly after having been re- 
osived, the said disorderly person shall be disjointed 
from us if there is not an amendment, by being 
informed by two of the members, without having 
any of his sabsoriptton money returned. 

And if any should neglect paying his monthly 
•ubaoription for three months, and after having been 
informed of tlie same by two of the members, and no 
Mffidont reason appearing for such neglect, if ho 
do Qol pay tlie whole the next ensuing meeting, he 
shall be disjointed from us, by being informed by 
two of the members as an o£fender, without having 
any of his subscription money returned. 

Also, if any person neglect meeting every month, 
for every omission he shall pay three pence, except 
in ca«e of sfekncss or any other complaint that 
abovid require the assistance of the Society, then, 
udl la aucb a case, be shall bo exempt from tbo 
iaaa aad aubseriptton during the said sickoess. 

Abo^ we apprehend it to be just and reasonable, 
thai the surviving widow of a deoessed member 
AmM tq{oy the benellt of this SOaiety so long as 


AxnoLiB OF mi Fxig ATBioAV aoaiTT. 17 

she remains his widow, complying with the. rules 
thereof, excepting the subscriptions. 

And wo apprehend it to be necessary, that the 
children of our deceased members be under the 
care of tlie Society, so far as to pay for the eduoa* . 
tion of their children, if they cannot attend the free ( 
school ; aluo to put them out apprentices to suitable I 
trades or places^ if required. 

Also, that no member shall convene the Society 
together; but, it shall be the sole business of the 
committee, and that only on s})ecial occasions, and 
to dispose of the money in hand to the best advan* 
tage for the use of the Society, after they are granted 
the liberty at a monthly meeting, and to transact 
all other business whatsoever, except that of Clerk 
and Treasurer. 

And we unanimously agree to choose Joseph 
Clarke to be our Clerk and Treasurer; and when- 
ever another should succeed liim, it is always un- 
derstood, that one of the people called Quakers^ 
belonging to one of the three monthly meetings in 
Philadelphia, is to be chosen to act as Clerk and 
Treasurer of this useful Institution. 

The following persons met, via^ Absalom Jones, 
liichord Allen, Samuel Dsston, Joseph Johnson, 
Cato Freeman, Cawar Cranohell, and James Potter, 
also William White, whose early assistance and 
useful remarks we found truly profitable. This 
evening the articles were read, and after soma 
beneficial remarks were made, they were agreed 
unta" 
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HKHARICa 


RBMARK8. 

This Society, u App" an iVom the miootas, mol 

•I the hoaae of Biohard Allen, monthly, up to May, 

1788. Hie room at this period being too small for 

the aooommodation of the increased number of 

nembeiiH a more commodious room was rented in 

the honse of Barah Donghordy. Ilore the Society 

coBtinned its reguUr meetings np to Dec 28th, 

1788. From this time np to 1791, the monthly 

meetings were held in '•Friends' Free African 

School Hoosc*^ At this period, a proposal was 

Mde by the Sundin j Oommittoe of ibo Society, 

lo establish a religions meeting. This proposition 

was generally approved of by the members, and the 

Oommittce, socordingly, was instrncted to procure 

a room for the purpose. They succeeded in ob- 

Uining one of Joseph Sharpless. In this room they 

net fur tlie first time together for religious worship, 

January 1st, 1791, at 8 o clock, P. M. 

It will not be uninteresting to obeerre how 
jpadually they arlvanccd, step by step, to the so- 
eonplishment of their ultimate design— the forma- 
tion of *' the African Churoh.** 

A Tcry important movement in that direction, 
was the appointing of a committee, whose business, 
besides that of calling special meetings, and ''dis- 
poeiag of the money in hand to the best advan- 
tage,* was to inspect the conduct of the memben 
in the interim, and to report the same at one of the 

• aUasl«S Umu la Wllli«*t allV, iMtftd rfast Is iMplMnrjr 
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monthly meetings of the Society. The following 
minute is a rocoitl of the first proceedings of said 
Oommittce 

''The 17th, 7th mo., 1787.— At a monthly meet- 
ing of free Afrl MS, Ooesar Thomas, William White, 
and Cnsar Cranchell, were appointed to have the 
oversight of tlie membora this month." 

No report appears from this Committee for five 
successive months, at the expiration of which time 
it was enlarged, as the following minute shows. 

*' IGili, 12th mo., 1787<— At a monthly meeting 
of free Africans, held at Philadelphia, Hark Steven- 
son, C(osar Thomas, W illiam White, Moses Johnson, 
Absalom Jones, and Uichard Allen, are appointed 
to visit the members, and give such advice as may 
appear necessary." 

The Report of this Gommiltoc appcara among 
the minutes of the subsequent monthly meeting. 
It reads as follows: 

''ISth, l8tmo.,1788. 
Drar Frirnds akd Brsturek:— 

Your Committee are thankful that we are favored 
with another opportunity of as-sembling together 
after this manner, and are pleased with the prospect 
of an increase in number, as there are daily applica- 
tions to join the institution. It is the ardent desire 
of your Committee also, that as we increase in 
number^ we may increase in grace and knowledge 
and every Christian virtue. Although we have not 
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bean u diligent in visiting tbo memben this last 
montli u we bare fonnerlj, yet, it is not for want 
of good will : indeed, it batb been of great oonoern 
to IS that we hare not bad it in onr power, but are 
in hopeb that this datjr will be better attended to 
far the fhtnre. We are desirous of la/ing before 
joa the neeessitj of handing forth to the siok for 
another twelre months ; onr stook is small oonsider* 
ing the number of members that are to draw from 
ik Our stoek at presonti is but tweWe pounds^ 
and if a few siok members should now be supported 
flrom it| it would not last us six months. We would 
hare yon seriousljr to think of it^ and we doubl 
lot but 70a will agree to the same. 

Absalom JovBs, 

Chrk iff the OmmUUe.^ 

To the aboTO report the following resolution is 
appended, ** whioh was read and approred." 

^Tbat no man shall lire with anj woman as 
man and wifii without she is lawfully his wife, and 
his eertifloate must be delirered to the elerk to be 
pit on reoord." 

The first ease appearing on the record of disoi* 
plinarjr aotion against one of the members ibr 
immoral oondnct, is thus presented bjr the Com- 
mittee: 

** WkerttUf Samuel 8., one of the members of the 
Free African Society, held in Philadelphia, for the 
beoeAt of the siok| has so shamefully deriated from 
•ir known ndes^ hath oHeii uneoessarily left his 
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tender wife and child, and kept company with a 
common woman, sometimes quarreling, fighting 
and swearing, for whioh he hath been long and 
tenderly treated with, but he not forsaking his 
shameful practices, we therefore disown the said 
Samuel S. from being a member of our Societyi 
till he condemns the same in life and conversationi 
which is our desire for him. 

Signed this 20th of the 9th mo^ 178S, on behalf 
of this Society, by the Oommittee, riz.: 

AUSALOM J0NK8| 

Richard Allbx, 
William Whitb, 
Mark SiBTBysoK, 
William Gray, 
Cjbsar Crakchbr, 

CiESAB TlIOMAB.** 

The aboTc was read and approved, ind the Com* 
mitttee requested to furnish the said S. S. with a 
copy. 

From all that appears from the minutes, no de- 
votional exercises had hitherto been used at the 
opening of the meetings of the Society. The first 
recommendation of any thing of the kind was made 
by the Committee on the 16th 11th mo^ 1788. 
They having been previously appointed by the 
Society, reported the following: 

''The Committee appointed in the 9th month 
report, that having taken into their serious eon* 
sideration, the manner in whioh this Institution 
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ooroes together, tliey hnvo agreed to propose tlint 
««oh member shoaM Uko his sett at 7 o'clock, and 
tiien all be silenl till fifteen minutes, after which 
time ibe meeting shonld proceed to business. The 
meetings after some time in oonstdering the pro- 
posal, unites with and recommends it to all our 

nembers.** 

Considering the prerious predilections of a large 
number of the members composing this Society in 
fkror of an unconstrained outburst of the fiselings 
in religious worship, it is not to be wondered at, 

that "BOMB TIME WAS SPENT IN CONSIDBRINO THE 

raoPOSAL ;" the only matter of surprise is, thai it 
was adopted at all. That the first meeting held 
after the adoption of the proposal, was marked with 
solemn silence during the fifteen minutes agreed 
wpon, is Tery questionable indeed. 

The minutes of this meeting, which agreed upon 
the form of silent dcrotion before proceeding to 
business, show, that the following named persons 
were present, and severally paid the sum aflbcod to 
their names. 

"•B. Allen, 1; B. Boioe, 1; 0. Coffee, 1; J. 
Otton, 8.9; W. Gardiner, 8.9; W. Gray, 1; C. 
Freeman, 1 ; A. Jones, 1 ; J. London, 1 ; M. Jack* 
•00, 1; F. Lewis, 2; U. Bead, 1; P. Sharpless, 1; 
a Thomas, 1 ; W. White, 1 ; Jas. Williams, 6; W. 
Wileber, 1; 0. Worthington, 1; II. Stewart^ 1.— 
Amount, 81.71.** 

It Is worthy of notice, that at no sucoeeding 
monthly meeting of the Society, does the name of 
R, Allen appear as an aotire member among them. 
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The first record of bis name after the meetiDg last 
mentioned, is made six months afterwards. It is 
eonuined in a report of the Committee to the So* 
oiety, ''held in Philadelphia, at Friends* Free African 
School House, the 16ih of the 6th mo., 1739." The 
following is a copy of said report: 

"The Commit«to brought in a report concerning 
Bichard Allen* so abruptly leaving the Society, and 
rashly calling, or convening the members together, 
contrary to the rules of the Society, but as somo 
tenderness appeared towards him, it was concluded 
to pay him another visit in brotherly love, and 
report their sense thereof at the next meeting." 
Appended to this, is the following record. "Ilaviitg 
had the satisfactory company of somo Friends, and 
the business gone through with love and conde-- 
sccnsion, it is agreed to adjourn to the usual time 
next month.** 

" At a monthly meeting of the Free African So* 
cioty for the benefit of the sick, held in Philadelphia, 
at Friends* Free African School House, the 20th 
of the 6th month, 1789, the Committee brought in 


* The BAine of RIehanI AHen it Jiulljr held In high reneratioM 
hy hli people, lie eTldeBtljr mw that the enrrent of rellgloai 
■oNtitnent In this Boclft/, wm not flowing In the din^iloB he 
ftcslred; henop, ho Miiarated, an«l wna fininentljr iucet^taful, 
flnalljr, in raUblishlng the African Methodiat Kpiicopal Chureh. 
He was their flr»t lliahop. Tlio opinion, widtfljr-iipnsad among 
his people, that ho was ordaluiNl by the late BIfhop White, la 
erroneona. Ilia Episcopacj aUnda with llethodiam among the 
whites, npon tlio aame baala. Tlio tie of warm fricadahip bo* 
tween Alaalom Jonca and Aiehard Allen, oontinoed nshtskea 
antU the/ were aepantod h/ death. 
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Si TBSTIflOAnOK laAIXST B. ALLBST. 

A tcrtificotioii against Richard Allen, which, being 
twioe deliberately road, wui approved, and ia u 

fi>llowfl,TiB.: . . r%* P 

We, the Soeiety of Free Africani in the City or 
Philadelphia, having, according to discipline eaU- 
bliahed among o^ lung treated with Richard Allen, 
one of our members, for attempting to sow division 
among us, and endeavoring to convince him of his 
error in so doing, and of the breach of good order 
which he has thereby committed, but finding him 
lefraelory, and declaring that he no longer con- 
flidera himself a member of our Society, do find it 
our duty to declare that he has disunited himself 
ffom membership with us by refusing to submit 
himself to the rules of the Society, and to attend 
our meeting, and he is accordingly disunited unUl 
be ahall come to a sense of his conduct, and request 
to be admitted a member according to our disci- 
plioe. Signed by the Committee, vis. : 
• Wm. WuiTK, 

Ci£SAR WORTUINOTOff, 

iiSAAVL Thomas, 
Hknhy StkwamTi 

TKIKB MlLLKB, 

Mathak Gray, 
Maek SrcYJomoir.'* 

The Committee made a proposal to choose 
Absalom Jooee and Moses Johnson, overseers, 
which is asfollows: "Phikdelphia,27th of 6th mo.. 
1789^Wek the Committee, unanlmoualy agree, 
afbr ealmlj and deliberately welghipg the state of 


XPI8T0LABT COBBBSroyDByCB. 


25 


the Society, that as much business is likely to arise 
among us, therefore, for the health of the Socictyi 
and the better preserYation of her members, do 
propose Absalom Jones and Hoses Johnson, over- 
seers ; and the business of the said overseers is to 
inspect into the necessities of the poor, and to ad- 
monish the disorderly ; also to inform the Committee 
of tho&e who are obstinate. And it is proposed, 
that the Committee shall choose the OYcrseers^ and 
lay the same before the monthly meeting for their 
approbation; and it is always to be understood, 
that the overseers are to be sober and exemplary 
members, and men of good report. No limited 
time is set for the overseers to remain in that 
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station. 


"At a monthly meeting of the Free African 
Society held in Phiindelphia, at Friends' Free 
African School-house, the 17th, 10th mo., 1789. 
nn epistle was read from the Union Society of 
Africans in Newport, and another from Boston, 
together with a certificate of Henry Stewart, all of 
which are as follows: 

DbAB FbIENDS and BRETHRBy: — 

We the members of the Union Society, being 
forty in number, in the town of Newport, consist* 
ing of free Africans, have lately had the pleasure 
of being informed of the formation of your Society 
in Philadelphia, for the good purposes therein 
mentioned, by one of your members, Mr. Henry 
Stewart, who comes recommended by your com* 
mitlee. We taking into consideration the calami- 
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ioQf ttata into which we are brought by the right- 
eous hand of Ood, being strangcni and outoaato in 
A atrange land, attended with many disadvantages 
ud evils which are likely to oontinae on ns and 
our ehildren, while we and they live in this coun- 
try, and yet more wretched state of thousands of 
our brethren who are In the most abject state of 
•lavery in the West Indies and in the American 
Statesi many of whom are treated in the most 
inhuman and cruel manner, and are sunk down in 
ignorance, stupidity and vice. And considering 
the unhappy state and circumstances of our breth- 
Ten, the nations in Africa from whom we sprung 
Mng in heathenish darkness and barbarity, and 
that it hath pleased Ood of late to raise up many 
to compassionate and befriend the Africans, not 
only in promoting their freedom and using means 
for their instruction, but by proposing and endeav- 
oring to eflect their return to their own country, 
and their settlement there, where they may be 
more happy than they can be here, and promote 
the best good of our brethren in that country. 
We, Uking all this into view, think there is a 
ipecial and loud call to us, and all the blacks in 
Americai to seek Ood by extraordinary fasting and 
prayer, and do therefore request all who are dis- 
posed, to join in ftsting and prayer to Almighty 
God, by meeting together for that purpose, privately 
or io puUie, as ahall be most convenient, on the 
llrsi Tuesday in July, and on the first day of every 
year, humbly to oonfeas the sins of our fathers, and 
ov owtt ai0% and to acknowledge tiie righteous- 
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ness of Ood in bringing all these evils on us and 
on our children and brethren ; and earnestly to cry 
to Ood for the pardon of our sins, and that he 
would of his great merey deliver us and our breth- 
ren, and the nations in Africa, from the sins and 
miseries in which we and they are now involved, 
and pour down his Holy Spirit upon us, and cause 
us and thom to become a wise, virtuous, and Chris- 
tian people. And that he would in his wise and 
good Providence prosper the way for our returning 
to Africa, and direct, assist, and prosper all our 
frienda who are engaged in this cause, that ho 
would give us fcvor in the eyes of our brethren in 
Africa, and raise up friends and benefactora in this 
land who shall be willing and able to promote this 
imporUnt afiair, and that Ood would in his great 
merey succeed them and us in all endeavon for 
this end ; that the Father of meroiea would bless 
all the nations who enjoy the gospel, and cause 
them to conduct themselves agreeable to it, by 
doing to all men as they would othera should do 
unto them, that the light of it may spread over all 
the worid. 

Anthovt Tatloe, Prmiikni^ 
KiKQSTOir PiASC, Via, 
Prinos Amr, 
ZiHQo Stivssis, 
Salmab NubiAi 
Thomas Fcbousow. 
These black gentlemen are at present Freeholden 
nnd memben of the Union Society, chosen at our 
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anoual meeting tbo 18th Aug., 1789, in Newporii 
Bbode lehud. 

Jambs Dtbb, 

Baccus Ovbbiiio, 

WiLMAH HBNBHAW, 

Baccvh CooaicisuALL, 

Dbm Drowbino, 

Rkbkcx^a Folokb, 
Ffecholdera, and not belonging lo the Union So- 
eieiyi Newporti Sep. 1st, 1789. 

p.a- 

Obbtlbmbk : 

The above and foregoing persons are all the 
Freeholders of blaoks belonging to the town of 
Newport Mr. Henry Stewart having paid us a 
Yisiti OR his way for Boston, with your certifloate, 
it appears to os that he is well dcnerving. 


bbply to tuk forkooino by tub coiibittbb. 

Rbspkctbd Fbibnds: 

We read your epistle dateil the 1st of the 9ih 
iiio^(ealled September,) 1789, whioh elaimed our 
serious attention, and we are apprehensive that a 
lively and religtous eorrespoadenee would be eon- 
duoive to our religtous improvement With regard 
lo the emigration to Afriea you mention, we have 
Bl preieDt but little to eommunicate on that head, 
apprehending every pious man is a good eitiaen of 
the whole world. Thereforoi let u% as with the 
iMBrl ef one man, eoBtinue daily in lasting and 
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prayer,— (asting from sin and iniquity and the 
corrupt conversation of the world, that the Loid 
thereby may be pleased to break every yoke, and 
let the oppressed go free. And it is a oertain 
prophecy that swords shall be beat into plough- 
shares, and spears into pruning hooks, that nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. A happy day that will 
prove to us of the African race, and mankind in 
general ; then captivity shall cease, and buying and 
selling mankind have an end; we have a well 
grounded hope that the knowledge of the Lord 
will cover the earth, as the waters cover tlie sea. 
Now we have to behold with humble admiration, 
that this prophecy is fulfllliug daily for us, (0, that 
we may be sensible of so great a favor,) seeing the- 
Lord is raising up many to promote this peaceable 
kingdom with no other weapons than that of giving 
glory to God, and breathing peace a'nd good will 
towards men, persons who are sacrificing their own 
time, ease and property for us, the stranger and the 
fatherless, in this wilderness^ these persons declare 
in the expressive language of conduct, that they 
are followers of Him who taught his disciples to do 
unto all men as we would they should do unto us. 
Howbeit, if any apprehend a divine injunction is 
laid upon them to undertake such a long and peril- 
ous journey in order to promote piety and rirtue^ 
that such may meet with encouragement is the sin- 
cere desire of a remnant, and that the arm of divine 
protection may continually hover over them." 
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CUtnFlCATB TO H. STBWART. 

Nbwpobt, Aug. 22ndf 1789. 

Tbcaa are to oeitify» ilini the bearer, Mr. Ilenry 
Stewart^ one of the moinbera of the Freeholderi^ 
Afrieaii Sooietj, establiflhed in the City of Phila- 
delphia for the benefli of the aick of Mid aiieietj, 
and other oommendable purposes, has been with as 
as a traveler, and has behaved himself as h tmljr 
worthy member, and as snch we recommend him to 
all oar friends, more particularly to the African 
Company now in the town of Boston. 

Anthony Tatlob, Pretuknif 
KiXGSTO!! Pbase, Vice, 
Of the Union Society in Newport 

BO0TON LBTTEB. 

Boston, S^. 16A, 1780. 

Dbab Bbbtubbn or tub AFRrcAN SoaBTY : 
- These lines come to acquaint you, that we have 
your recommended brother, Mr. Henry Stewart, 
and am happy to hear that you have such a society 
bailt on so laudable a foundation. May God pros- 
per yoo In this and all your undertakings for the 
good of your African brethren. I hope you will 
go oo and prosper. I ahall be always happy in 
hearing of yoar welfkre. We here, are not idle^ 
bat are doing what we can to promote the interest 
and good of oar dear brethren that stand in so 
Bsoeh need at soch a time as this. We shall be 
1^ therefore^ to hear of your proceedings by 
leMeiB of oorreapoodenoe with as. 
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Your brother Stewart will inform yon by word 
of mouth of some proposals we made to him, which 
I do not care to write at this time. No more at 
present^ but remain, 

Your loving brothcTi 
Farewell, 

Prinob Hall.* 

BBPLT. 

^'Dbar Bbethbbn,— 

We read your epistle by the hand of Henry 
Stewart, one of our members, who visited you. It 
afforded us matter of satisfaction, to find that you 
are united with us in laboring in the same vine- 
yard, we seriously hope to the honor of God and 
the benefit of mankind. 

May you steadily continue in this labor, for the 
harvest is truly great, but the sincere and disin- 
terested laborers are few. Notwithstanding, let 
none be discouraged, however low their station 
among men may be,— for we find in holy writ, that 
the race is not to the swifV, nor the battle to the 
strong ; but that one who has on the shield of faith, 
shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand 
to flight. Here is encouragement for us of the 
African race. The scriptures declare, that, God ia 
no respecter of persons. We beseech you, there- 
fore, in much brotherly love^ to lay aside all auper- 
fluity of naughtiness^ especially gaming and feast- 

^DMesuklMd Si Iks iiBt MlQfdl Gnnd Uutsr ICssmi to 
tU IFalM SCstM. 
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ing; A thuneral practice, that we at a people are 
partiealarlj guilty o£ While we ara feasting and 
daDoiog, many of our complexion are starring 
under emd bondage ; and it is this practice of oun 
tbai enables our enemies to declare that we are not 
lit fbr freedom,-— and at the same time, this impru- 
dent conduct stops the mouths of our real ftiendsi 
who would ardently plead our cause. Let us there- 
fiNne, dear brethren, learn to be wise by fearing the 
Lord, and shew that we have a good underatanding 
by forsaking our foolish practices. 

Now onto Him who is able to keep us from 
foiling; and present us faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 
Ood our Sarionr be glory and migesty, dominion 
and power, both now and erer. Amen. 

Bead and approved at our monthly meeting, and 
signed by the committee and dork, on behalf of 
Uie same. 


balauci m TRiAsuxni's hands. 

At a monthly meeting of the Free African 
Society, held in Philadelphia, for the benefit of the 
sick, at Friends' Free School«house, the 16th of the 
Isl mo^ 1790. 

The Treasurer producing the money in his 
possessioni and it being at this time examined, 
theie appeared a balance in bvor of the Society of 
forty4wo pounds^ nine shilling, and one penny, and 
as divera membera think a propriety woukl attend 
a deposite of this balance in the Bank of North 
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America, he is desired to lodge it there on behalf 
of the Society as soon as convenient, and report his 
performance of the business at next meeting.** 

** At a monthly meeting of the Free African So- 
ciety, 20th of 2nd mo., 1790, our worthy friend 
and kind assistant Joseph Clark, whose remarkable 
attention to the welfare of this institution demands 
our most grateful acknowledgments, requesting a 
release from the clerkship of this Society, the meet- 
ing considering the request as reasonable, agreed 
to it, and said Joseph Olark and our committee 
having united in mentioning the name of George 
Williams as a proper person to be derk, and a 
concurring sentiment prevailing with divera mem- 
bers, the society after deliberate and weighty con- 
sideration, concluded to request him to act in that 
capacity, and said George Williams being now pre- 
sent, and submitting to the wishes of the Society, it 
is expected he will assist us in that way. Notwith* 
standing, this meeting has agreed to release our 
friend Joseph Olark from the clerkship, yet, he being 
willing to concur with our wishes in remaining as 
treasurer to the institution, he is continued in that 
station. 

The trcfsurar reports his having lodged the 
Society's money at the Bank of N. America, which 
has opened an account with him as treasurer to 
this institution." 

''At a monthly meeting of the Free African So- 
ciety, aOth of 8rd mo., 1790. 

The stranger's burial ground in thb Oityi 

4 


^mmm^^mm 


m 


M 


PlTtnON TO ICAYOII, STa 


vtoilljr called the Potter's Field, being offered to 
be lei by the eorporalion of the City, our oyeraoers 
and committee have apprehended that a great pro- 
priety woold attend thia Society's having the care 
of said ground, and therefore called a special meet* 
ing the 18th inst, when, after the subject was atten- 
tively considered, a petition to the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Common Coancilmen was agreed to, and is as 
follows : 

fb lh$ warih^ul^ th$ Mayor, Aldermen and Qmmen 
C^uneilmen^ ^ the City of Philadelphia, in Cbtn* 
mon CbunctZ 

The petition of the Free African Society for the 
benefit of the siok| in the City of Pbiladelphiai 

MSriO T fU LLY SHSWCTH : 

9 

That the bnrial-gronnd called the Potter's field, 
being in pari appropriated for the burial of black 
penons, and chiefly made use of for that purpose, 
and yonr petitioners being informed that the Com* 
noB Oonneil are about to let the same, are desirous 
to hare the said burial*ground under the care of 
iho said Society, and are willing to pay the same 
rent that hath been offered by any other person, 
and a year's adranoe as soon as the said ground is 
tneleeed, and they jure put in possession thereof. 

Theytberefore pray that the said ground may 
be tented to ibem for one or more years, on the 
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terms they propose, and under such legulations as 
the Common Council shall think p«>pe?io nSJe. 
And your petitioners shall pray: 
Signed on behalf of the same, by 


MOBBS JoHKsoir. ) ^ 


CVRUS BuSTfLL, 

William Werrn, 
Hmnrv Stjiwakt. 

1 OD FiXCK, I 

Abraham Lvoua. 
Jamm Catox. J 


- OommiUee. 


^^^lOmn 0» TDB BACK OF TOB PBimoir. 

We, the subecribora, having for ■ome time mit 
boen «q„..„tod with ^vcnU of the momberof'S 

CwT or PHiLADw^nu, roB the BBXBm or su^ 
t»fy. that w« have informed ou«elves of the roll 
Zd tli ^?'*'*''«°'". "d «« therefj;.,^ 

(Signed) Qio. WIlliamb^ 
Wm. Abhbt, 
JosBPH Clabk, 
Sam*lMaoaw, 
Tbnoh Coxb, 


Bbv/. Bush, 
Nicholas Waln, 
William Whitb, 

CoaBLBS WlLUAMfl^ 

JosBPu Jaxbs^ 


William Satht.'* 




BIPOIT OOnOEBXiaO XABUAOa 


EBFOKT CONCBRNIIIO MIRUAGB. 

• 

''Oar OoDiinittee, at a meeting of them, the ISth 
of the present month, baying taken into rtew a 
conoem whieh hai attended the minds of direra 
members for several years, and at the time of their 
last meeting weightily renewed, that a way might 
be opened for snob of our members and others as 
were inclined to accomplish their intentions of mar- 
riage at one of oor meetings in a sober and reputable 
way, taking care that parents and others concerned 
be consulted and consent obtained, and everything 
else connected with such a proceeding made as con* 
formable to propriety as might be; the Society 
now entered into a serious and deliberate consider* 
ation of the subject, and being united in sentiment 
with the Committee, are concerned that everj 
necessary caution may be taken in order to esta- 
blish a regular mode of procedure with tespeot to 
•ooh marriages as may be accomplished before us, 
•• well as a proper form of the necessary certiflcata 
and book of records thereof. 

Gyms BustiU, Absalom Jones, William White, 
Obssar Cranehell, Henry Steward, Hoses Johnson, 
and Oato Freeman, are appointed to take these 
matters into their special consideration, and report 
to the next meeting what may appear to them 


** At a monthly meeting of the Free African So- 
ciety, the 17th day of 4th mo^ 1790. 
Oyms BnstiU and others^ appointed a oommittM 


Your oommitte^ after aewi«l -C*- * 

mn^^ A^ • ,*'*"'"'»8 0£ tbe committee and ov«r 
taS ^*'.' "" •°^*J' « '•Hmud of n, 1. 


^ J iv<: *4*-> ^ ■ 


ii .'-J'- 
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.. WH^,. A.B, «« Of A. B, Of tb* Oity Of P, 
iriifrviiv, ^ . s ft 111 daughlar of S. r., oi 

■^ 5^ !!J^ witb 6«ch other beforo ievefl 
****i1"„J2^AW* « Socio*/ for tbo Benofli of 

llS^Siio" o:«o.-«d. their -id propo..!. wero 
.Bowed of by ihe wcety. ^ ^^. 

How tbe-e are to oenifj nu woo ' 

«-/*'-i[r*''d:;^fTr^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^-^^ 

toDtwneihii *;y"' " „_e«red before leTertl 

*^ ^ t ?b. .t.?; «w s^'«*y. •* *••' ""*• 

oiembeTt of *• ■?°7* . " ^ ,u. ijd A. B. taking 
|»g.boo«i in I*«"^"'P*''*i'lt r^lemn manner 
th! -M & T. ^y »^t'r Vtt iitTto be hi. 

'^ rtv?o. a Aft.' ^"^-^ ""^'^ *•"? 
onto her a lorlng ana nnu ^^^^ 

*«"^ •r;^Jitw 8 V Si " iw. manner 
•^. TS? i!t"i^ took the -id A. B. to bo 
•r^^ i!^ n^Woi rt^rough divine a-i-nce 

••^^i'h^tnSS" - » <^'»»''' confirmation 
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And we wboM names are hereooto also sub- 
scribed being present at the sotemnisation of said 
marriage and subsoription, bava as witnesses thers- 
unto set oar hands, the day and year abore written* 

4th. A book for the reoord of certifleates to be 
prooared, and our clerk desired to enter sooh 
oerti6cates.'* 

''The following persons, members of the 'Sooietj 
for the gradual abolition of Slavery,' having attended 
this meeting, viz., Thomas Harrison, Amos Oreggi 
Nathan Boys, John Todd, and John Evans, who 
informing us of the plan of their sooiety for the 
improving the condition of the free blacks, and 
that the abolition society, in order to promote our. 
happiness, had gone into the appointment of the 
following committees. Ist A committee of inspec* 
tion. 2nd. A committee of guardians. 8rd. A 
committee of education, and 4th. A committee of 
employ: and in order to facilitate an enquiry into 
the condition of the free blacks, it was proposed 
that a committee be appointed by thia Sooiety to 
accompany them in the business. 

Wm. Wiltshire, Cyrus Bustill, Gassar OransheU, 
Moses Johnson, Absalom Jones, Abraham Inglis^ 
William White, and CSeasar Thomas, are desired to 
give attention to this business and report thereon." 

** At a monthly meeting of the Free Afriean So- 
ciety, held the 16th of 6th mo., 1790. 

The committee named last month to assist the 
deputation from the Sooiety for the gradual aboli- 
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iioD of * SlaTery/ in endetToring to aaoerUin tha 
iiiimber of A-ee blaeki in this city, having paid a 
ekne attention to ihair appointment, and proonred 
liatt of fiuniliei^ k^ in the districts, of the city and 
libertiei^ they famished tha deputation* with them, 
and belicTing tha senrioa sufficiently completed, it 
Is now condnded to release them.'* 


Tha next thing worthy of special notice is tha 
proposal of tha committee for a rtligumM meetinff^ 
oflbred for the consideration of the Society, the 18th 
of Sep^ 1790. It is as follows : 

^Tha committee having been thoaghtfol respect- 
ing a religious meeting being established by this 
Society, propose^ that, as the Society are bound in 
gratitude to the Divine Being by many obligations, 
m Toligious meeting for the performance of divine 
worship and grateflil acknowledgement, be opened 
on .tha third 1st day in every month, at 8 o'clock 
.in the afternoon, at such place as may be procured ; 
and that no approved minister be prohibited from at* 
tanding; or speaking at it. 

Although this proposal mat with general sp* 
probation, yet tha measure being importnnt, the 
■nl^aet is agreed to remain under consideration till 
w&x% maattng." 


•TIM 

i,eai 

VSTtUl 


fnanitt 
BMfljr 


tf 


•r i ip ijU— rtpoittd 'Uboat 
HoHlMni UbwIlM lad Bomlliwark, 
•r balk MBM, siMotI 40O of wkoM wtrt 

I Mta, we srt iadsbta4 to tlio klaJsow of Mr* 
BMralo^ of lao OM AmIiIhni Boololjr* 


• rirtoou. life.* Th. p^'';;;"* jf • »-»b.« i« 

»eet.-g being l^»in'S^"'J:"»••» * ««««<»« 

-otify the n.-U ?';,f ':^„fj' ft P«"Po-. .»d 
«-y b. info^ed fad SLr ^.i'l^T '"•»^- 

• wl'gioo. mwilnir Tnot ? ' "^ ^' ^^^i 
Jecti-coaUnarXtirdr'"^'' ^"-""^ 

"18th of 12th mo, iron t. ' 
committoa hare been fiiwiT* 'PP*"* *•»* «>• 

wceiw an .newer rinect «/ « . "*"* '"^^ »«' 
which they here .p^! ''•'*'"^' '"•' 

b«."S?^ "• ««l"-tod'to «tend further to the 

"Mth of let n»o, I7»i ««.- . 

wport th.t thejr hare not ^^1-! •??•»'*** -w 
• «>o«n in which Vl-i!^ ' **•■ •"• *• Pwure 

J"// >-H i2Xhfe» ""^A -" 
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Joseph SharploH, which they haTO ooncladed to 
open At 8 o*clook. Their prooeodingi are agreeable 
to the meeting, and thej are expected to continae at- 
lontifo to proenringa permanent place of meeting.** 

^'liHh of 2nd mo., 1791. By a minate of the 
oommittee, it appears that a religious meeting was 
held at the time mentioned last month, and was 
attended with mnoh satisfaction; they lilcewise 
mention, that although they hare not succeeded in 
obtaining a place to meet in, which promises a long 
oontinnanee, yet, there is a great probability that 
the present place may be made use of for a consid- 
•rable time hence. It is now agreed tliat the said 
meetbg be held on the first day of the wcek« im- 
mediately following the meeting of this Society, 
nntil otherwise directed." 

" 19th of 8rd ma Absalom Jones informed the 
meeting that another satisiactery religions meeting 
had been heUL This information aflbrds the mem« 
Vers present particular pleasure. The OTorsoors 
mpori that in a late risit to the members in their 
Cimilies^ generally, cTery thing appeared to be con- 
dnoled in a reputeUe manner." 

''ISth^th mo., 1791. A religions meeting has 
been held in course since last month, and was satis- 
ftotoiy. The OTerseers since last month, have been 
withdifers members in their families; nothing new 
or nnnsnal occurred.** 

^Slst 6th mo., 1791. Two religious meetings 
are reported to hafe been held since last month* 
TIm o f o r sse rs liafe seen difors members in their 
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to Tisit all, preTious to next meeting.** 

deed, that the lote on which St. Thomas* Chuwh 
ed^ce now sUnds, were pun^based « by Wm^«r 
Absdom Jonei^ Wm. White, Wm. Wiluhlr^ Wm 

pounds Uwful money of the State otZ^l!^ 

thll^J^'^''"^' •"« committee d.Hr.«Hl 

the L«o^i ?^ '^^ '" "'«"'^ •• e«miniog 
the MWttnt^ whwh w«. «.t«f.otor/, .od « clear 

wport m r|««ri tothe o»h book belonging to S. 
tr«»um ; Lkewiee tbe b«ok book, in iS whSj 
i. plain and ntiafiMtory." ^' ""* 

"?* Sod mo, 17M. The«, «.« to oortifr tW 
•«t«d into an ag««nent with hia for hU^kZ 




*^*_ 


t 

, .M of il»e Afr***" ~ ^^ of J«n*- 
ib« fl^^ y®* ^^-. tbe ^^•^ "^ tf 


S* benoat of *• "«\f* Tfcport. wbioh being 
UifflcaU c«. ^«>"f>*;U .^ that one bun. 

5[ dollar, f °;;^if J"J;"a^^^^ WM .pprove^^y 
for tbe use of tbe A^'" j^„^ ,.„ „ppo.ntcd to 

tbe meeting, '^\^^^ ,b, «,me." 

«.« on tbe treasurer or ^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^.^^^ 

..jlrt 71b r-wiciy. one of tbe ovcr«»r. re- 

i>,e Free Afrtcfttt »<»»«*[!. „., adople«l. 

j:rud tbe follow- J Jj-b*.-^^^^ ,„ ,^ 

^^Yhcfea,, Bome ^'7""°„ember« respecting tbe 
.isud between «.me o ^^« "^ rfate » »«« '^ . 
Ccr. of tb« Society W »1 prop ^^^^ p^ of 
Cncy toward. pureb.«nS J W ^^ ^^^ 

.L a Dlaoe of worsliip for vne .,,. 

2; of entering tbe --^^^ eet ,„ ,^^.U 

inontb.1701; «"* 'Irof tbi. Society f*','""' 
deliberate «»n"^«"\\'"" ^yeral well w»ber. to o« 

meeting. P«-«. »• ^""^X^be wid »>««»« »' ^V* 
Soeiety. it i» now agreed that » ^^ ^ j^^ 

IS^b of tbe 7tb "«>»*> "^''^d tbat onr future 
l.„te. in iUjro^P^'j;::' conformable tbereto. 

S:'mtotebeinga.|bnow.:^ ^^.^„ So- 

At . »P«>i»^ •"*°r'^ fJot tbe .tanding oom- 
ci;.eon^o<^ !'y t:::7ote n^len^ and anicl- 

mittee. a plan of «^«^J*^o ,Vie e.ubli.bmo«t *f 

of faitb and P?«^' t' j^. tbe Society ooncludea 
a leligioua society being teafl. 
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to QDiie therewithi and also with an address to the 
friends of liberty and religion in Philadelphia, and 
lo sppoini Absalom Jones to prepare said address.** 

At this plaoe we tarn orer a new leaf. The 
■ajrings and doings of the old '^ Free African So- 
eietji^assach, now come toa dose^ and that Associ- 
ntion might be left to stand hj itself as a solitary 
Vol pleasing reminiscence of the past^ were it not so 
intimately connected with what still remains inactive 
operation, and into which it so beaatifnlly merges. 
Watching the progressive movements of this Soci- 
ety, has been exceedingly gratifying to our feelings. 
Its noble aim in the first place, was to call out in 
active operation the humane and tender sympathies 
of the heart towards the sick and needy. It soon 
afterward became alive to the importance of the 
intellectual and moral improvement of the race; 
and finally, it reorganises for the purpose of pro- 
mo^g the interests of that divine scheme, which is 
the only true elevator of mankind — the gospel of 
Christ. At this incipient stage of St. Thomas' 
Church, we now enter upon the task of recording 
its annals. 

The officers of this new organization are styled 
^elders and deacons of the African Church ;** and 
the first business attended to^ subsequent to the last 
meeting held, was to satisfy all such members who 
preferred to withdraw the money they had invested 
in the old Societyi to having it transferred to the 
fkttds of the new enterprise, Thi% the following 
minute riiowa. 


BisniBonoK or .ocunT'. totm. 4, 

8^er, the q«e.tion WMnutL ^^ *""/'"** *^ 
"telj, whether ther dJtT^* ««mben, Mp*. 

Cybus Bustill. 

• • . JOHK X MoRBrs. 

mark. 

bis 

• • . Sam'l X B08TOX. 

mark. 

Jaites MnrrjEss^ 
-If 08£8 JoH.vsoir, 

WiLLUlC B17BB0W8, 
WlLLIAlf WlLTOHlB^ 
laRABL Db SlLVlR, 

JUbk Stbphbksoit, 
Frakcis Lewis, 
C^AR Cbakchbll. 
Thojiib BmMuaon " 


Dittos . 
Dittos . 
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**Deo. 12th, 1702. At a meeting of the Elders 
and Detoons of the African Chnroh, held al the 
boose or James Dexter, members present,— 

Wm. White, Absalom Jones^ John Emory, 
Doras Jennings, James Dexter, Alexander Cioero, 
William Gray, and Ocesar Worthington. 

It was on motion, 

Ituolped^ That Absalom Jones and Wm. Gray 
be appointed to*go with Joseph Clark on Friday 
the 14th inst., to the Bank, and there receive from 
him his anthority for their receiving ont of the 
Bank the balance daeto the African Society.** 

" Deo. 18th, 1792. At a meeting of the Elders 
and Deacons, &c^ held at the house of John Emory, 
Absalom Jones reported that he and Wm.Gray, in 
accordance with the resolution at our Inst meeting, 
waited on Joseph Clark, went with him to the Bank, 
and received the balance due to the African Society. 

It was then on motion, 

Meiolved, Thst our next meeting be at the house 
of Qesar Worthington, at 7 o'clock to-morrow 
evening, for the purfiose of paying the balances 
due to such members of the African Society as de* 
maod the same ; and that James Mintess, Israel De 
Silver, Moees Johnson, Mark Stephenson, William 
Wiltshire, Francis Wiltshire^ Francis Lewis, and 
William Burris, be notified of said meeting, in 
order that they may attend and receive their respec- 
tive claims. 

Retobmif Thai Cesar Worthington and Cyras 
Porter be sppointed to notify them of the same.** 


OLAiiTAimi sATmnxn. 
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William Gray, 
William Gardiner, 
Cyrus Porter, 
Crosar Worthington. 


Present^ 

Absalom Joncs^ 
William White, 
John Emory, 
Doras Jenings, 
James Dexter, 
Alexander Cioera 
The business of th«i av^r.*.. 

named poiwoi beIon«oir to ih- 1/ following 
J«»«. Minted, UrJVsZ^T^ f^'^y- 
Mark S«ephen«,n, P«„cl, Uwli w^ ^^^' 
•Wr^ .„d Peter SbarpI^ pZ It^^^ ^i'" 
Siring hi, raoelpt of tbTb.k„« K*^ '^ 


'•Jan. 17th, 1798. At 
•nd Deacons, Ac, held 
Dexter, 

Present, 

Absalom Jonei^ 
Wm. Whiter 
John Emory, 
Donw Jennings^ 
James Dexter, 
Alexander CiceroL 

5* 


• meeting of the Elders 
•t the house of James 


VVilliamGmy, 
Cyrus Porter, 
Wm. Gardiner, 
C»sar Worthingtono 
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Mr. Robins %h% briokliiyer, and Cyras Bastill, 
appeared and prodaoed an ealimale for the boild- 
ing, as follows: 

Brioklayer's estimate for materials, &o^ £488 1 4 
"^ '^ workmanship, 216 

£698 1 4 
CSarpenter*s estimate, inclading all work- 
manship and all other expenses inci* 
dent to the same^ .... £687 6 

£1,885 7 4 

Buolved^ Thnt a oommittee of three be ap- 
pointed, namely, Absalom Jone^, Wm. Gray and 
Cnsar Worthington, to oonsider the above estin 
mates, and set forth the ways and means by which 
•ooh sums can be raised, in order to meet the ex- 
penses to be incurred. The said committee are 
hereby authorised to call in any person or persons 
lo-assist them with their adrice.** 

^ Jan. 18th, 1798. At a meeting of the Elders 
and Deacons, &a, held at the house of Absalom 
JoBe% 

Ftesent, 


SUUn. 

Absalom Jones^ 
Wm. White, 
John Bmory, 
Doras Jennings^ 
Alex. Oicero. 


xlMCSflS. 

Wm. Gray, 
Wm. Oardneri 
Gyrus Porter, 
Cesar Worthington. 


I 
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Agreeably to the resolution of last meeting, 
Absalom Jones, William Gray, and Caasar Worth- 
ington, sppointed to consider and make a report on 
the ways snd moans for raising the sum or sums of 
money sufficient to defray the expenses to be in- 
curred in building the African Church, brought in 
their report, which is as follows :-^That they haro 
applied to Jno. Nicholson, Esq^ who proposes to 
lend them the sum of two thousand dollars, which 
sum, the committee states may be laid out in the 
following manner. 

1st. To purchase the brickS| lime^ sand and 
stone. 

2nd. To purchase scantling; boards, shingleSi 
nails, &c. 

Bricklayer's estimate for materiabi . £488 1 4 
Carpenter's do. do. • 287 6 b 


Amount (tarnished by Mr. Nichokoui 


Deficient on this account, • 
Bricklayer's charge for himself, 

and those he employs, • 
Carpenter's do^ do. 

Deficiency on the whole. 


£770 7 4 
760 

£20 7 4 


£216 
860 


666 

£586 7 4 


^- -TkUudffflciency it sppears to us cannot at pre- 
sent be made up piird^inihottt jwinej^m^ jolan 
be adopted in order to obtain it, the attempt to 
commence the work of building will be vain. As 
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the monej to be adraoced bj Mr. Nicholson is 
appropriated to the purchasing of the materialsi we 
moft bj all means provide for the immediate pay- 
ment of those employed to carry on the work : for 
which purpose, we propose that an additional sum 
of e»M thotuand dolbnh^ borrowed for the above 
mentioned purpose. This we judge, with the sob- 
acriptions that may be collected, will bo suiS* 
oient for the present Ader we shall have nogo* 
lifted for the loan of t/iree thauiand dollan, the 
deficiency still to be met will be £210 7 4, which 
sum we must exert ourselves to collect from the 
gentlemen who have already subscribed, and from 
suoh others as are disposed to encourage our under- 
taking. 

Signed, Absalom Jones, ) 

Wm. Gray, V ChmmiUe^ 

Cjrsar Worthikgtox. ) 

Ctrus Bustill* was called in by the committee 

for his advice, Aa 

lte$olvedf That the above report of the com- 
mittee be, and is hereby unanimously agreed to by 
the members present, and that the said loans be 
per&oted as soon as possible, in order that the work 
may be forwarded with all reasonable despatch. 

* Qrrii BsitUl was geserallj ttqpeettd for hit sprightiicMy 
sad msdi ivUed spon hf hiM bratluvs fbr hto Mmnd JadgmmK. 
Bt WM tht ifit to isUsqaifk his oUiai ra the old Boelotjr Is 
MuUf of tho ohareh. This boUo sot tppoMi to good adTSQ- 
tsgs^ te Ttew of hto nlislou soBtimoaU, whMi aoooidod wiUi 
Iktso of tiM Prionds. Ho was tho flithor of Dsrid B«sUU« 
wUMf kaows In this illjr as a wum of high mntX worth, and 
who ilhigs wtth tosasMgr to tho rsM g ioa a tonols of his flithor. 
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Reiolved. That Absalom Jones, William Oray, 
and Qesar Worthington, be, and they are hereby 
appointed a committee to negotiate for the aliove 
sum of (JiTte thousand (bllart, so that the work in- 
tended may be brought to perfection as soon as 
possible." 

"Feb. 10th, 1798. The trustees of the African 
Church think it a duty incumbent upon them to 
make known to the congregation the result of their 
proceedings in regard to what they have done 
towards building the church. 

1st. They take this mode of informing tho eon- 
gregation at large, that thoy have borrowed a sum 
of money for the purpose of erecting the building, 
for which there is an annual interest to be pafjl, 
quarterly, and for which there is no fund, as yet 
provided. 

2nd. They therefore make the following pro- 
posals; that (if agreeable to the congregation) a 
monthly collection be made for the above men* 
tioned purpose of paying said interest 

8rd. That should there be an overplus aiVer 
paying said interest, tho sum shall go towaids 
paying the principal debt, and the other exigencies 
of the church. 

4th. There shall be a fiiir and regular aocoont 
kept of all the expenses attending the erecting of 
the building ; likewise of all the moneys received 
for the support and use of the church. 

6th. There shall be a &ir statement of the same 
made out when the building is finisbedt for the 
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fiiii&etiaii and iniipeoiion of the oongregationi or 
■oooer, if it be foand neoesBar j, 

6th. Tbej therefore appoint Sunday the 17th 
inat| to make the first collection, and on every first 
Snnday in each anooeeding month. 

The Eldera and Deacons also desire, that a 
decent decomm may be obsenred at the time of 
public worship, for which reason they recommend 
the following rules, via. : 

lat. That at the time of singing, praise, Ac, to 
our Maker, the congregation shall atand or keep 
aeated, aa they may find freedom. 

ind. They recommend the congregation to 
aupply themselves with such books as are neces- 
aary, so that they may road, sing, and praise the 
Lord in harmony, with universal heart and voice.'* 

^Feb. 11th. 1798. At a meeting of the Trustees, 
BIdera and Deacons, held at the house of William 
Whiter the Committee appointed to report ways 
and means for erecting the African church, report, 
that they have negotiated a loan of two thousavo 
dollars for said purpose. 


Setolved, That James Dexter be appointed to 
purchase ISO perches of stone, to be delivered on 
the premises^ on as reasonable terms aa poesiblei 
taking the person's obligation for the punctual 
delivery of the same in a specified time. 

Se9obml^ That Wm. White be appointed to 
purohase or procure a lime*house, to be removed 
ott the premiaea aa aoon as possible. 


< ' 
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Be9ohed, That Wm. Gray be appointed to pur- 
chase the lime. 

lUiolved, That Absalom Jones, Wm. Gray and 
Wm. Wiltshire be appointed to treat with the 
carpenter in regard to the materials. 

Resolved^ That Absalom Jones and James Dexter 
do apply to Mr. Cripps, and ascertain upon what 
terms he will furnish 160,000 bricks, for the pur- 
pose of building the churoh." 

" Fob. 26lh, 1798. At a meeting of the Trustees, 
Elders and Deacons of the African church— Wm. 
While reports that he haa attended to the business 
for which he was appointed at the last meeting, 
respecting a lime-house, and says, that Col. Francii 
Johnson has kindly made a present of a limc-houae 
for the use of the church. 

James Dexter reports that he has purchased 160 
perches of stone, to be delivered on the spot, at 6.9 
per perch. 

Absalom Jones reporu, that he has agreed with 
Peter Bobb for 160,000 bricks, at 82.6 per thousand, 
and that Mr. B. says he will make a present 
to the Church of 8,000 bricks^ on oondition that 
we advance him the aum of two hundred doUan 
when the kQn is burning. He gives satisfactory 
iecnrity for the punctual delivery of the aame 
when required. 

Jle$olved^ That Absalom Jones be authorized to 
perfect the agreement with Mr. Bobb. 
Wm. Gray reports^ that he haa delivered the 
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drmft of the boildiog; and bill of wmntling to Meatra. 
Samnien k Worrell, and that they are gone to the 
If ill to procure the timber.** 

" March 6th, 1798. At a meeting of the Trnstees, 
Elden and Deooona, held at the house of Wrn. 
White— Ojrua Porter reports, that he haa waited 
on Menra. Summers k Worrell, and also on Mr. 
Bobins^ and that they have agreed to meet the 
officers of the church on the lot to*morrow mom- 
ing, at 10 oUock, to mark out the ground where 
the foundation is to be digged. 

Absalom Jones reports, that he and Wm. Gray 
had engaged bricks sufficient for the building, at 
(2.6 per thousand, of Mr. Bobb and Mr. Hansman." 

''March 12th, 1708. At a meeting of the Tms- 
toes, &C., held at the house of Jiio. Emory, Gyrua 
Porter reporta, that agreeable to hia appointment 
to procure polea for the church, be haa obtained 
the number of thirty, at 6 per piece. 

James Dexter reporta that Mngnua Miller, who 
baa the dispoaal of certain matcriah^ auch aa saahea, 
doors, window-ahuttera, gloaa, &o., &c., belonging to 
the Preabyterian meoting-houae in Market atreet, is 
willing to treat with ua and aell the aame, for the 
uae of the African church. We therefore appoint 
Wm. Gray and Onar Worthington to treat with 
Mr. Miller for the aaid materiala, with the aaaiatance 
of Meaara. Summers k Worrell** 

** March 10th, 1708. At a meeting of the True- 
k^ held at the houae of Wm. Whiter Gyrua 
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Portor reports that he h.. p««ha,ad twelre«.«,|a 
f^^ .0 «ld.Uon to the thirty he reported^ 
Ust meeuog, for the dm of the church. 

The membera present Uking into eoiwideretio. 
the p^pr^tj of bonding the ehn«,h forther^^ 

«f r?*;.^™^ T"^ *^"* "■»• » ■»«» one^uarter 

when the rood, get better, .t which time he wiU 
•greeable to hi. .ppoiotment, make the purcS 

^ held at the hooM of Wm. White, Ab«lo« 

MnNwhohon, awl ph«od it in the hand, of m" 
B*taton. He abo leporu that he ha. paid Mr 
Nwhobon one qoarter*. interert. ' 

t,««J: ^^ L *"• ^®*' ^0 conceive to fa« 

rz:?r' r'""""* '•"• '^^ «.-« todi 

lT7r ' V"*^"* "Po» ••»d carrying on to it. 

behow u^iX'p^^'JirrpjnSrti: 

fi"» tune for pnUio ,^^5^^ j^^ nuTmi^ 
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DISCOUIISE 

SdiTtftd Jily irth, 1794» ii th* 
APBIOAN OHUROH 


MiftoMMtlMI 


Of tM Oltj 9f FhllAd«l9biA« 

of opeBlBf tlM Mid Chweb, «id Mdlag p«liUt 
wonkip Im 11 Um int UMi 


Bj SAMUEL MAOAW, D.D^ 


muffofitfMrA 


DIVINE SERVICE, 

« 
hiteotietd wHli t^Uei MHplmw pMttgw, and a ■peoW pft j^, 

nd tlM% prooMdiBf in iU inul •AmSi 
iMTiaf iMen ptrfsmtd bj 

THB BBT. JAHES ABEBCBOMBIBt A M^ 


•r CMH fliini nd It Mif'ft 


•'BiMopia ilMdl iom icittcli ovc ktr btndi mio God.' 


fO TCI 


TBUSTEES* AND OONOBEOATION 


or TCI 


AFRICAN OHUROH» 

PniLADBLPHIA. 
BaETnBKK,— 

''Oraoe be to yon, and peaoe flrom Ood our 
Father, and from the Lord Jeaas Chriat** 

We eonld not, ouraeWcs, have deviaed any worda 
equally expreiaivo, with the above, of a aincere 
Paatoral alSsction for yon : and in the Spirit whicli 
they breathoi we make thia 

DEDIOATION. 

You will fdeolkci thoM IToljf OJficti which you 
Joined tn, upon an imporiani day; and the ineirueUm 
which you lieienod to, before many witneseei.'f 

SAMUEL MAOAW, 
JAMES ABERCBOMBIE. 


* Tbo TrailoM are, WlUUia Orajr, AbMlom Joaoi, WIUIim 
White, WiUlMB QardBor, WiUiMn Weloher, and Ilemj Btowail. 

t Tbo TonoraUo Clorajr of almoot ofoij donomiiiaUoB, and a 
aoBibor of ollior voij roopootaUo olttsoaa woro pmoBt 
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von TO TBI PUBUa 

TO THE PUBLIC. 
The oooarion on which the following Dlfoonna 
was deliYered, ought not to be deemed too ineon- 
■iderable for anj farther notice. The opening of 
an A/rhai^ Church in America; and perhapa, the 
Jbtit i» a remarkable erent in the progress of 
ohristinn knowledge. At the request, therefore, of 
the people expressly eonoernod, and with the ooun- 
tenanoe of seYcral most respectable characters, who 
wish well to them, the Author of this Discourse, 
assents now to its proceeding from the press. It 
was prepared in unavoidable haste, and under such 
peculiar circumsUnces of failure of health at the 
time, that it could not hare been nnderUkon at all, 
or eYcn tolerably executed, when underuken, had 
il not been for Dr. BuMi distinguished attentions, 
and his most raluable hints, of which the Preacher 
was fortunate in availing himself. 

The fcmiliarity of the ityle, and plainness in the 
manmr of address, it is to be presumed, require no 
apology. 

OBDEB 
SEBVIOE IN THE DESK. 

— > - 

1. IKTRODUCTOBT SlHTlKOHL 

*The Lord is in His holy Temple; let all the 
earth keep silence before HinL** Sab. ii., 20. 

** Thus saitb tlie Lord ; the Heaven is my Thronor 
and the Sartk is ny footstools where is the house 
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that ye build unto me ; and where Is the place of 
my restr AsuiA cxvi., 1. 

** From the rising of the sun, even unto the going 
down of the same, my name shall be great among 
the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
oflfored unto my name, and a pure ol&riog; for my 
name shall be great among the Heathen, saith the 
Lofd of Hosts." JJali^lh 

2. ExnORTATION. 

S. Tiis Obnsral Confessiox. 

4. Tab pollowiko Prateb. 

Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and ever- 
lasting Ood ; Creator, Preserver, and Governor of 
the UoiTcrso ; regard, we beseech thee, the prayers 
and praise we this day offer unto thy divine Ma* 
jesty, in the place which we are now assembled in, 
to dedicate unto thee. Dwell in this bouse, we pray 
thee; accept and sanctify it, as an holy Temple, 
devoted to thy service, and to the matntonance of 
thy true religion and virtue. We know, O Lord, 
that thou dwellest not in Temples made with 
hands, so as to be circumscribed by them, as thou 
bast created the boundless expanse of Heaven for 
thy Throne, and the Earth outstretched, immense^ 
for thy footstool; but whose Glory neither the 
boundless expanse of Heaven, which is thy 
Throng nor the Earth outstretched, immense, 
which is thy footstool, nor even the Heaven of 
Heavensi are able to contain. Yet| though thy 
divine nature be thus unlimited, vouchsafe^ we 
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iMeaeoli tbea, to be more especially present in ibii 
Sanciaary, by thy grace and beaYenly benediction ; 
tbati aa often as two or three are gathered together 
hiM in thy name^ thoa mayest be in the midst of 
them, to hear and to folfll their petitions : so that 
this house may be foreTcr sacred to the worship of 
thee, the only true God ; where the Gospel of thy 
blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, may be 
faithfhlly preached, and the sacraments of his insti- 
tution rightly and duly administered— that Gospel 
which is " the power of God unto salvation to as 
many as believe"— those holy Sacraments, which, 
being worthily received, are able to " nourish us 

onto eternal life.** 

And do thou, merciful God, who before all 
Temples prcferest a pure and upright heart, en- 
lighten, preserve convert us. " May thy Priests,** 
here ministering before thee, "be clothed with 
righteousness, and may thy Saints, uttering their 
responses, sing with joyfalness.** Pour out upon 
ihe whole Congregation a spirit of Piety and uni- 
Tersal Charity ; of that Piety which is fervent^ yet 
bumble— of that •• Charity, which is the very bond 
of perfectness, the end of the commandment, and 
which proceedeth out of a pure heart, a good con- 
aoience, and faith unfeigned.** May they ever pos- 
sess a lively remembrance of the mercy thou hast 
vouchsafed unto them, in being graciously pleased 
to call them out of the darkness of Paganism, and 
the bondage of ignorance and- error, into the clear 
light of Gospel Revelation, and ''the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.** May their under- 
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Standings be evermore illuminated by that heavenly 
light, and may they ever " stand fast in that liberty 
wherewith Christ hoth made them free.** 

May they so diligently learn the precepts of thy 
blessed Son, and so constantly follow his good 
example that, having faithfully worshipped Thee 
in thy Church upon earth, they may, when the 
present period of their probation shall be accom- 
plished, be admitted to the general assembly and 
Church of the first bom in thy kingdom, where 
with Angeb and Archangels, and all the innumer- 
able Hosts of Heaven, they may laud and magnify 
thy glorious name, through the endless ages of 
eternity. 

Hear us, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, for 
the sake of thine only Son Jesus Christ, our Medi- 
ator and Bedcemer, to whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and g)ory, worU 
without end« Amen, 

6. Tflc MoRNuro Peatbb ooimvuso. 
6. Propbb PttALin, 16, 84, 86, 122. 

8. Bbxaikdbb or thb Mobkiko Sbbviob. 

9. Part op thb Communion Sbbvicb. 

10. TBECohLEcr.—A$/ortheJi9^tSundafmAd9enL 
Eputlb.— item, ziii^ 8. For the OoaPBL| ^d^ 
11 to 27 V. 




ij 


■BWBP*^«^"^'W 


A DnOOfTRSX. 


DISCOURSE. 

"m PIOPLI TUAT WALKieO flT DAMKfflWl HATB nWK A OMKAT 

uam,**^I§ainh ix^ S. 

Ai Ipoited bi/f ioon nllor ilio walls of this build- 
iog wore carried up, and beheld the marble on ilio 
eastern front, imenbed with these words, my atten- 
tion was exoeedinglj attracted by them ; for I was 
•truck with the propriety of such a elunee. And, I 
know of none more suitable to direct our thoughts 
on the present interesting occasion. They relate to 
the Oentiles ; and, this day, they hare their acoom- 
plbhroent here. 

Blessed Ood I who are these, ihat gaiher them* 
mhet together f They c<nn$ to thee/ They come to thy 
Uf^t^ and to the hrightnm of its rieing. The sons of 
oirangere do huild vp thy toolte. Their children's 
children ehall minieter unto thee. In thy wrath didet 
ihou'emite them: but m thy favour ha$t tltou had 
mercy on them. 

TThe style of holy Scripture is often figurative; 
and notices are taken from familiar objects, and 
oiroumstances generally known, in common life, in 
order to convey spiritual conceptions with all the 
greater clearness^ and to render their impression 
the stronger and more abiding. Thb is remark- 
ably seen in the writings of the sublime Isaiah. 
We have an instance of it before us, in the text,— 
where the words Darkness, and Light, which, lite- 
rally, denote qualities universally understood, as 
Ihey respect worldly things, are applied to cerUiu 
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qualities and conditions relative to spiritual things. 
*The people that walked in Darkness,'* is the 
Prophet's expression ;—" The people" who lircd in 
blindness and error, have $een a great &>A<,— the 
light of the truth— the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

With some variation, how strongly is the same 
thought represented in the close of the rerse— 
''they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined." Yes ; of 
all darkness, that of the Soul is most dark : and of 
all who wander, the wanderers from the path of 
life, are most forlorn, and to be pitied. Of course^ 
Divine illumination, the light from Ood, is, of all 
things, the most precious. You are a people who 
hare ••walked in Darkness." Tou who walked in 
darkness, have been favored with a change of that 
condition; yoo have been brought to oeo Light: 
And, 

That Light is a glorious one^a great Light 
From these considerations, do clearly flow certain 
duties, which eminently claim your observance. 

L You are a people who ** have walked in dark- 
ness." 

1. In being brought up as Pagans, or Ileathen, 
unacquainted with Divine revelations, and thecove- 
itant of grace, in your own country.^ 

Your fathers^ and some, perhaps, of you now 
proaenti did, near the ahores of &ii^{ an^ 

^TkliliiMMii sf tlMfMiml state sf tlM b!atk pMfK w 
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on tbit or tbe other ill-fiiied rtnge, or ooosl of 
4/rica,— ma J be in Benin, Oongo^ or iln^oJo,— igno- 
rani of •' God that made the world, and all things 
therein,** bow down in adoration before stockBi 
■tones, beasts, and the vilest oreeping things,— 
pray to the hollow winds; or, dancing in wild 
oiroles, mntlor to Dcfils ;— or, in affrighted gaae, 
jell to tbe pale moon, to save you I— And it is 
known, that proportioned to the degrees of dark- 
ness, in the aforementioned respects,— especially 
the •'gross darkness*' covering the people,— must, 
of course, be the corrupt state of their manners. 

2. You have " walked in darkness,** as being 
daves in ihk cswniry— for slavery, and darkness, or 
ignorance, go hand in hand. 

Can a poor African, dragged in fetters IVom his 
native knd,— and here, driven and tormented under 
the lashes of cruelty, be any thing else than dark, 
—dark I Can a people, kept back from knowledge, 
ezprassly for this reason— lest it should unfit them 
for being beasts of burden,— can <% be any other 

than dark 7 

To the credit of humanity, in thU part of America, 
nad several other parts, siicA IrtatfneiU hath been 
held in abhorrence. It is unknown, except in 
Bsrratives from abroad. 

Still, at the very best, slavery is a hard allot- 
nent It sinks the mind, no less than the body ; 
weakens its capacity; destroys all prineipU; cor- 
mpts the feelings; prevenU man from either dis- 
oeming^ or choosing aright in any thing. Yes, 
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and in the proportion that it exists any whers^ il 
has its eflect in vitiating the general manners. 

PiMKSTLVAKiA I thou hast Considered this. Thou 
bast mitigated its ills, in the first instance ; and, in 
the most proper manner which the evil would 
admit of, art pursuing the plans for its entire 
abolition. 

8. You " have walked in darkness ** as rinmn. 
In this respect, all mankind are upon a footing— 
they all walk in dsrJbisif. The term is fitly chosen, 
indeed, to express Ms mUUc rf man. Us has lost 
sight of his chief end, and of the means to attain iL 
He mistakes his supreme good. He wanders in 
crooked paths. He exposes himself continually to 
dangers. He falb into innumerable vices and 
corruptions—and no wonder— for he walketh in 
darkness. 

This darkness may be considered in a two-fold 
view,— as external and internal The e^iemal dark* 
ness includes that sUte of things in the world, 
which is opposed to the knowledge of God, and 
true religion; those circumstances severally, or 
taken together, which ih^Evil One makes use o^ as 
a medium, through which to carry on his own foul 
business. It comprehends all those erroneous 
systems of religion which prevailed among the 
diflbrent nations, before the appearing of the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ; and all the sobemes or sys- 
tems, whatever may be their names, that have been 
substituted for his leligion since. 

The inkmal darkness is seated in man*s mind. 
It is an immoral disposition of the heart; a oornipt 
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■Uie of tba afibetioni. li is Tai BirinTr AOAiKarr 
OoDb spoken of by St PauL II is thai sohiop, 
wrathful abjsSi (if I may so express il») wrid and 
imiAsif^ /orm— till the Spirit of Ood ^'fnovetk upm 
Asy!ieis/A,''aadsaitb, "^ Let there be light" 

The deprared eondition of the sonli being the 
ditadful e£Ebot of man's tM, you find set forth in 
holy Soriptnrei by no expression so frequent, as 
thai of *' Darkness." And, what is Tery obsenrable 
—this internal darknen always implies that extreme 
•▼il, UnbiU^-^fk distrust in the Almighty, and his 
declaralion; and, in relation to the redemption 
ofbred to the world— it is a refusal to acoept 
Ibeieoi^ or to comply with its gracious terms. 

IL In ths next place, let us obsenre, agreeably to 
onr texti that a '* People that walked in darkness,** 
gxkmal and inkmal^ ** hare seen a great light" 
They hare peroeired by the eye of their under* 
standing— they have disooTcred— they hare become 
Mqnainted with that which will guide them to 
liberty and happiness. 

By this ^ great light,** is meant the knowledge 
of trne religion — the instruction contained in the 
go^Ml of Jesus Christ ; " the light of the glory of 
Ood in the face** of his beloTcd Son,— who is 
himself called "^ the light of men ;** «« the true light 
which lighteth cTcry man that cometh into the 
world.** Terilyi under the circumstances in which 
ibis world lay by reason of sin, and, in the expeo> 
lations of deliverance through the grace and yirtue 
of a meseenger sent from God^ who is An iUmal 
tmmUUl Ughif thoit oouU not be a more proper 
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word summarily to characterise that divine mes- 
senger than Light. Well, therefore^ may the 
beautiful meUphor be used, as it often is, to 
designate or express ki§ influince. This is called 
lights as opposed to darkness. It dispels darknen. 
It irradiates the external and internal hemispheres 
of the mind. It is that ^*rAiia/ medium of sight, by 
which we m spiritually. It shows Ood to be what 
he is. Our altars need no more to have this 
inscription, To the unkkown Ood. 
It reveab his nam^ his nature^ his perfections. 
It shows man, as a creature^ and a sinner. It 
shows him in a very different view from what he is 
disposed to consider himself by the light of his 
reason. It discovers to him his liulenes% bis de- 
pendance on a superior, his depravity,— and withal, 
his utter inability to save himself. Particularly 
does it open the way cf mhHUum; settinjg forth, in 
a manner most comfortable, most easy to bo under* 
stood by people of all capacities— high or low,- 
that " Ood may be just, and yet the justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus.** It shows, that grace is 
the true spring of holiness: that divine pardon 
produces divine peace ; and this peace to be insepar- 
able from purity and virtue. It shows, moreoveri 
all the social and rehitive duties ; and points out the 
oonnection of each of them with the gloiy of Ood, 
and With general and individual happiness. Tei^ 
my brethenv— and to complete the whole, it opens 
the divine abodes of existence in the world to come. 
It carries your hopes steadiest and sura, to the 

■Kmingofthatbrightdqriin the whioh, the ledeemed 
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|«° ie reMon. of thU epithet I» » ^^ 

Tlu object: Here iodeea. there- not .«.<«l3J 
1. iw w j^ mu Uphea view, n>»y 

bat moy ; •■*. »» »• ; "r" ther with the other 
the origin be oontempUted, together wiw wo 

^:^ to ihe firrt.-! .b.U try. a «o-«nt V» 

Stt::rttn^-^^^^ 

. p*a< ligbS ij» . j^ , of God, or the re- 
flowinff from thrt reUtion,— it » »» »«• • 

;^:ir; rworiiu «.i «.p«^^ 
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its state ever since, in plooes where that light bis 
not retched? or in minds which refnse its friendlj 
aid, nnder all the oiroamstanoes that appreciate 
and recommend it? One cannot give a more 
express, and at the same time, a more fall answer 
to the abore, than in these few scriptural words, 
"Having no hope and without Ood." 

The great light I am speaking of, immediatelj 
tends to the removing from human minds, that 
obaoarity which corerod them, with regard to that 
inOntte Being. It is light that doth make fnanifuL 
And it is this great light that hath rerealed or mani* 
fested Ood — not in the myeUriee of hie nature^ bat, as 
far, as bj vs, he may be known ; a Being great and 
good ; in whom the most entire confidence may be 
reposed ; a Being who ordereth and gorerneth uni* 
Yorsally, and in the most perfect manner ; a Being 
who is the standard of excellence; and who is still 
the compassionate benefactor of man though fallen ; 
a Being who is reconciling the world unto himself; 
who is establishing an intercourse between earth 
and hearen ; bestowing forgiveness through a Medi* 
ator; and opening all the springs of righteousness 
and consolation. Ilere there arises in view : 

Another object of this light, enhancing ito exalted 
nature and qualities ; I mean the great salvation by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; a salvation from sia 
and death, into holiness and life eternal : for where- 
ever ite gracious influence is experiencedi there 
peace is established ; the dominbn of Satan b over- 
turned, and a new dominion fixed in the soul— 4ho 
reign of Ood; new principles are implanted—the 
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falad— ihe life of heaven. 
This iketoh miwt toffloe •^^^'TT^^. „igbt 

fc„. be ^~;:8j* f^'^Sti^rJni «,aGl^ 
before »; but, u the ^'^f^' "" ,., to eU the 
j«k now, do yirtneUy indn^* or refer » nu 
iwk ; I forthwith pM on, j 

8. To the grentneee of thii light, in reepeot to 

triginot tewnei. 

n \ BMaoee H oooee from the Oreat Being, "the 

, ^v^ f T M.1" the Aoihor .nd Cieetor of M 
TMher of Lighte, vm au 
•t.:nM. He «♦ who oommended ligM »o eniiw 
iliinge. »• ""7 . . . ,L _-,-, "thinea 

of dtrkne-" in <*• %"^»"J' ^J "'* 
tato oar henrf, to give «- th.. light, 
n^ Becn« it WM conveyed to the world, bjthe 

^^Slnnel. the - ^^-^^'^S^S 

rfiho Father'. glory. .nd the «PT?JT,T«he 

■ ^ V J. MMon •" of whom it WM predicted, tww «» 

£:lt:Ct7. and divine ^^y>-^^^, 
^0^ Itw-oonveyedbyH.mwhow- ^ 

^ i. «j. W«;»-;; -?21U ilb -Id. - 

^ifhKS - thy throne. God. i. for -^ 
wonbip him, ana »°7 "J! «' u "the fiovem^ 

md ever*— «P<» ^^«* "**"**• .*^r. 
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teZfer, the 1/i^ Chd* the EverhuHng Faiher.f 
the Prmee </ PMOf— *'able and williDg to save 
QDto the uttermost" I repeat it. This light, this 
^ Wisdom which is from abore," oonveyed by Him 
most be greai. 

(8.) It is great, bepanse it is oommanicated by the 
agency of the Eoly Spirilf whose power is great to 
overcome all resistances from earth and hell ; whose 
office it is to *' reprove the world of sin, of right- 
eousness, and of judgment ;** the Spirit who led the 
disciple Peter, to make the memorable confession 
which his Lord entitles This Rock, "on which he 
will build his church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it;" the Spirit through whose divine 
irradiations, ihe ancient prophets, and all the men 
of Gbd from the beginning, saw, and foretold the 
several periods of the Messiah's Kingdom; its 
dawn, its commencement, its gradual unfolding, and 
the unutterable glory in which it is to issue ; the 
Spirit, whoso guidance and inspiration were given 
in a manner still more extraordinary, unto the 
Apostles, leading them unto all truth ; bringing to 
their remembrance all that their Master had taught 
them; endowing them with miraculous powers; 
accompanying their preaching with irresistible 
energy and demonstration ; instructing them how 
to answer and refute their adversaries ; supporting 
them and their pious followers against the spirit 
and malice of the world ; qualiQring them severally 

* Tbt Mlshtj Loid, or Heir of itt tblnst— Lord oror aU. 
t Tho Fsthor of tbo porpotaal off to cmm^ tbo ago of tbo 
Oospot 
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to ftilfll the gwat purpowi of ibo miniflry; »nd 
abiding with all the faithftil senranU of OhrwS 
miaittera and people to the end of the world: the 
Spirit who ia the author at first, and the promoter 
erer afterwards, of all earing impreMions, gracioaa 
inflnenoefl, and hearenly rirtuea in the human 
mind ; the inspirer of the gifts of faith, of purity, 
of love, of consolation. Through his agency and 
operation, is this Vghi communicated. 

S. I said it is pwt in relation to the ciroumsUnees 
appertaining to it : and this is the thijrd head, with 
which ihe consideration of the greatness of this 
light, supplies me. 

(1.) li is great, because it hath endured a great 
while— from the fall of man to the present day. It 
is u old as the creation. With iu early rays it 
comforted snd refreshed the patriarchs. Increasing 
gradually, it was a guide to the prophets. From 
one age to another, down to the -fulness of the 
time,'* it Uught the good and just to " live by faith. 
It'was reflected back in hope and consolation, from 
every type and ordinance of the law. It encircled 
every alur. It interpreted every sacriflce. It 
enabled the members of the church of God, to look 
through each emblem and shadow, to the subsUnce. 
Iu a word— it may be traced in a distlnguUhable 
ilream, up to the beginning of time : it wiU extend 
down to ihe end of time; and it wiU shine more 
and more ** unto the perfect day." 

n.) It is great, because it shall illuminate the 
whole world. Yes, '•from the rising of tiie sun, 
mto the going down of the same^'* it wiU cause 
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the name ot the Messiah to be ''great among the 
heathen.'' In a more eminent degree than we can 
have any just conception of, at present 

•'One tidt of flOTx, MM UMlmided Mist**— 

shall cover the earth. 

Innumerable passages of Scripture prove the 
future universal prevalence of this light: mean« 
while, the happiest comparisons, and most expres* 
sive charming prospects are made use of often, to 
represent its excellency and increasing brightness. 

I refer you, particularly to the Book of Psalms;— 
to tiie Prophets^ Isaiah, Zachariah, and Malachi ;— 
to the books of the holy Gospel, expressly so 
named ; to the Bpistles of St. Paul, and the Reve- 
lation of St John : the subsUnce of their report i% 
that by the prevailing and expanding of this lighti 
the ** Dominion" of Christ, shall be from sea, even 
to sea ; and from the rivers, even to the ends of the 
earth ;* that every where, the walls of his church 
shall be called *' salvation, and iU gates praise ;"! 
that ''in every place, incense shall be offered to his 
name, and a pure offering ;*^ that the wilderness 
and soliUry places shall be universally made glad, 
and the desert blossom as the rose ;S that the moun* 
tains shall exult, the vales be filled with melody; 
the trees of every forest break forth into singing ;|— 
the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf nnstopped;"!* tiiat ""the (blness of the Gen- 
tiles shall come, for the aame Lord over aU, is rich 
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unto all thai call upon him ;* thai the ranaomed 
of the Lord, ahall return, and oome to Zion with 
aonga, and ererlasiing joy upon their heada;"! 
that *^ a great multitude"— countleas by men, '^ot 
all nationa, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
shall stand before the throne, and before the Lamb^ 
clothed in white robes, and palma in their hands ^ 

(8.) Lastly, it is greaif because, as it will shine on 
with unceasing lustre, until the end of time; so it 
will shine hereafter, in the glory which it produces 
throughout all eternity. 

From the words thus opened and explained, there 
dearly arise certain duties, which you arc expressly 
concerned in. Allow me with i^eetionate plain* 
ness to state and reoommend them. 

1. The flmt ia Oratitude to Ood, for having di- 
rected, in his own wise Providence, that you ahould 
come from a land of Pagan darkness, to a land of 
Gospel light; from a state, afterwards, of slaveryi 
to a state of liberty ; and now, from guilt and ain* 
fulness, to this state of salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

As for those who brought you, or your fathers, 
from your own country,— one may ssy of them, 
with a little variation, because of the difirent cir* 
cumatances aa t/iMpk aaid to hia brethren, *' But 
aa for you, ye thought evil againat ua; but QoA 
meant it unto good, to bring to pasi^ aa it ia this 
day, to aave much people alive.** 

I am aware that your condition, or cases sevenillyi 
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may differ a good deal, one from the other. I will 
apedfy an instance, and consider it with yon, a 
moment ; not losing sight of the gratitude jusi men- 
tioaed. As the greater number of you are fiw^ ao 
there may be others of you yet in bondage ; these 
nevertheless, have received meroies enow to thank 
Ood for. His dispensations are unquestionably 
wise and proper. Whatever he permits, will turn 
to the real profit <rf such aa do resign themselves to 
his good pleasure. Your present situation does not 
hinder you ftom being Christ's freemen. Tour 
present situation gives you some advantages above 
what others have: yes, and very possibly, above 
what your masters have,— in that your humbleness 
of mind, your patience, faithhlness, and trust only 
in Ood, will add to the greatness of your (bture 
happiness. 

2. The next duty is ^rratfdMfa to your wHAfy 
bmefachn, who planned your emancipation from 
slavery. 

There are certain evils, which, when once they 
have obteined footing, and become qndemie^ as it 
wer^ are scarcely aeen aa evils; no wonder then if 
they be slow and difficult to remove; so it hath been 
with slavery. A few humane, considerate perions, 
at an early period of our settlement in this country,— 
ye^ in Penntyhania particularly, were moved by 
the Divine Spirit, to open Ug/U upon this daricness. 
Their testimony waa treated as visionary for a 
while; but^ in time^ it gained upon the judgment 
and conscienoes of men. 

Hei^ you will recoUed the names of Lit, of 
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WooLVAK,— tnd aboT6 all, Amtront Bikbzit;— 
whose labors were unwearied in your behalf; 
whose works of benevolence and love^ bare followed 
them to the regions of peace and blessedness bejond 
IhegraTo. 

There are also liring characters not a few, in this 
oity, and thronghoat the Untied Stata^ heartilj 
engaged in the same business of humanitj. Be* 
hold, how intent the/ are to do your people good I 

You owe much likewisCi to those persons who 
planned schook for the instruction of your children. 

This instruction is as the door introducing the 
young people to the ^at Ught Knowledge is the 
best foundation for integrity and usefulness: and it 
is the element and life of Freedom. 

Tou owe much to the Pennsy Wania Society for 
promoting the abolition of slarery, and the relief of 
fiee negroes unlawfully held in bondage. The 
memory of FronkKn here rises before you. He 
was iU President. With the like views in which 
it originatedi may it perserorci till its work be 
oompleted. 

But especially, do you owe a large debt of grati- 
tude to the cttisens of Philadelphia, who assisted 
you by donations and loans, in the building of this 
handsome^ qMcious^ and very conrenient church.* 
Tou thought that to hare an house of your own to 
assemble in for publio worship, was, in considera* 
tion of your increased numbers, now desirable and 
expedient In the same view have your patrons 
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and friends regarded the matter, and countenanoed 
your proceedings. And, as with brotherly kind- 
ness and complacency, they leave it to youraelves 
to fix upon, or adopt such system, order, and mode 
of worship as may be most agreeable to you ; so 
have they found a perfect freedom in helping you 
to prepare a place, where that system, order, and 
mode may peacefully reside, and operate. 

On the pleasing ground marked out above^ I 
tould go farther,— indulging ^«mr feelings,— and my 
•wn^ by particularly mentioning some characters in 
this place, preeminent for generous actions^ when- 
ever they have opportunity ; and who truly have 
been so, with regard to you :— But we are restrained 
in that satisfaction. There is, however, what will 
be infinitely more acceptable to them ; namely, to 
see that their acts of kindness do good. 

Most favorably assisted, the pious labor of your 
hands hath prospered thus far; and you are now 
happily assembled, for the first time, within 'these 
walls ;— iiw offering our congratulations; and cheer- 
fully uniting with you to worship the God rf AIL 
8. Another duty, is oompassionate love to your 
brethren, who are yet in darkness, or bondage, in 
other parts of the world. Be tenderly aifeotiooed 
towards their oondition. Prey publicly, and pri- 
vately, that " the Lord may hoar your voice, and 
look upon their affliction, and their labor, and 
their oppression." 

O, mighty God I Thou dost encourage us in this 
thing. For notwithsUnding the confusion <rf na- 
tion% and the corruption and madness of human 
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pmioDfl, there is some prospect that tlie geneiml 
caose of justice, of fieedom, and of peace on esrtb, 

will at last preyail I 

4. Homaity is the next duty. Bemember yonr 
former condition. Pride wss not made for man, in 
any.eten the highest sUUons in life; moch less for 
persons who hate jnst emerged from the lowest. It 
is said, ihere is a great deal of this among yonr 
people^ already ; and that it b inoreuing extremely 
fait I wish this might be no more than a surmise: 
and then, that CTcn the surmise itself might be 
dropped ; for your friends meet with discoursge- 
menu on this bead. WiU you, my brethren, guard 
against pride 7 Will you reflect on the nature ^ 
the evil itself 5 the oflences that come by it; and 
other unhappy consequences I 

II was a custom among the Jews, as you find re- 
corded by Moses, in the book of Deuteronomy, ck 
26: 5.; when the Priest received the Ba$hd o/Jlni 
fruiU from them ; for each person to declare in the 
house and presence of the Lord, the history of Uie 
mean and wretched origin of his family : " A Sjfri^ 
mdy to perish, WM my father." 

In like manner, when you are tempted to chensn 
ihe least pride, in your freedom— in dress-In your 
foTorable reception among your fellow-citiaen% 
and even in this ttaUly building; or in any of your 
oiril, as weU as religious priril^ges ; then cheek 
yourselTes, by confessing priratdy and publicly, 
that " a slare ready to perish, wm my father :*• or 
if all cannot say this ; you may unite in expressions 
stiU mora humbling, and say "a sinner-a fallen 


man^ — a rebel against Ood — an heir of wrath ; and, 
until redeemed, a child of hell, toot myfaUh€r!* 

6. Circumspection in your conduct and inter- 
oourse with the world, is another duty that yon are 
especially concerned in. ''See that ye walk cir- 
cumspectly; not as fools^ but ss wise.** Bemember, 
that you haye enemies, as well as friends ; that you 
will be narrowly watched ; and that less allowance 
will be made for your failings^ than for those of 
other people. This ciroumspwAion will be mors 
necessary, as you have become a religious society. 

Peaceableness among yourselves^ and with all men, 
is indispensable to a fair character; as also truth 
in your dealings, in your words, and in your inner 
man ; diligence in proriding things honest : temper* 
ance and sobriety ; an obliging, friendly, meek eon- 
Ycnpation. 

Here a particular thought occurs to me, which is 
not to be suppressed : with regard to ttibse of you 
who are noifrte, yon must not be cast down, nor 
discontented. It is a dispensation of Proridence, as 
I hinted already, to which you should submit in 
quietness, for conscience sake: and in so doing, 
you shall certainly meet with good. I giro you St. 
Paul's adncsb adapted exactly to your situatioii : 
**Let as many senrants as are under theyoke^ count 
their own masters worthy of all honor : that the 
name <rf God, and his doctrine be not blas- 
phemed."* 
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To prooeed : Toa hare bailt an home for Iho 
ptiblio worship of Ood; and ihia daj, folemoljr 
dedicated it onto Him. 

may the Lord oar God accept of the dedi- 
catioo I Let Him not leave thia people^ nor forsake 
ihem I ** Hear thon in HeaTcn, their prayers, and 
Iheir snpplications, and maintain their caose T 

Oome then* ye people, highly ihyored I Tonr 
hoose is EoUnm unto ih$ Lord/ Let none who 
ever worship in it, dishonor it at any timei or in 
any way. Yon have here, in the most public 
manner named the name of Christ, and told nS| 
yon '^ have seen His star in the east| and are oome 
to worship Him ;" depart then — depart from all— 
yea, even from the ahadow of iniquity. 

It is not a small matter, to have even heard of 
the Ime Ood. It is still a greater to have been 
taught His pure religion: But^ together with the 
above— for you to be enoouraged in the coarse of 
events to build a temple to that Qod, wherein His 
name may be adored— this is indeed an hmmur 
bestowed upon you. Here then, be assured, is a 
period in your progress and profession, which will 
prove rwy remarkable: For, according as your 
conduct henceforth turns out well or ill, your 
example will be a praise in the view of all around 
you, or a reproach. Tea, this very houses or 
raiher, the conversation of those belonging to it| 
*' is set for the fidl or rising again of many**— of the 
people of your colour. On the right improvement 
of your presnit advantages, depends^ porhap^ ^* 
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fate of your brethren in bondage In every part of 
the world. Strengthen the hands of your frienda 
every where by your pure and uncxceptiottable 
conduct. Thia will be to ** let your light shine" in 
fkvour of the multitudes yet covered with darknesai 
This will be encouraging the deliverance of those 
who are bound. 

A contrary behaviour will certainly incraase 
their darkness, and tend only to rivet still closer 
their chains. It may render the yet existing r^ 
proaoh of your country perpetual. 

To conclude— strive to escape from the darkness 
of sin. let it not be ''your condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and that you have 
chosen darkness rather than light, because your 
deeds are evil." With your own eyes^ behold the 
ffreat light that has been described, and walk ye in 
it. Prise beyond all things the instructive, reno* 
vating grace of the OospeL Beflect on the con- 
siderations now offered for that purpose. Attend, 
I beseech you, to the admonitions of your own 
consciences; to the calla of Providence; to the 
word of the Lord; to the teachings of the Divine 
Spirit ; to the terrors of neglectbg so great a salva- 
tion; to the hopes and joys of obtaining it; to the 
sure prospects of glory, honour, and immortality in 
the life to come. 

Thua we have asked, great GodI for the 
counsel, and light, and Blessing we need. Thus, 
have we opened these doors, for Thy sacred worship, 
and to Thine honor. Thus^ with Thy permissioo, 
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fcnre I ^kw to tbii pwple whom we t^ ^T ^ 
Und M SrMtm in Ohrirt J--* Who can doubt, 
that Tbott wUt look down from HoaTon, Mid out 
«pon w tho bright beMU of Thy mwjl 

Vt BisPKcno AvmBTOB: 

What if now, bofow wo part, aomo fi^ewOl 
offering ahould be made in faTOur of thia dedicated 
hoos^ Prayen nerer come up more •<««P»»Wy 
before God for a memorial than when united with 
alma. And I am inclined to believe, that there are 
Tory few occaaiona, if any, on which auch an union 
oould, with more propriety than the pre«Jn^ toke 

^ Under aoroe diffioult^e^ though highly faToured, 
—after coneidemble dcUy and apprehension^ at 
timea, much greater, it hath pleaaed P^jWence to 
permit thia goodly building to be brought on to ita 
maent atate. There la more must be done to it 
yet yun see, ere it wiU be quite sa& and oonyenient 
to usemble in, and yery proUbly, notwithstanding 
the eoonomy of the managers or trustee^ a Aara 
of the part account ia yet unpaid. 

The people of the congregation may, by eaqr 
eontribntions from time to time, help themselTCS in 
this laudable buainess. Yea, and it may be reason, 
ably expected, that each of you ^\P*r^^ 
•peek to those of the congregation— will, thia day, 
drTsomething for thai purpoea. And, for your 
Loouraaement, these respecUWe citlaens, a nam. 


her. of your benefiwto r a y our feIlow.christians 
also — will cheerfully go on to encounge and aasiat 
you. 

Will yo« then, (I address myself to such bene* 
flMitors) will you allow me to solicit a present 
contribution in the generous tiow intimated above? 
and then we shall depart with satiafiwtion. 

To press this matter much, is totally unnecessary : 
For, it hM CTcr appeared io me a trait in the 
PUIad^hM character, that the dtisena looked not 
for frt$tmg $aikHiatuiu to do beneficent actioni^ 
but for <q>portunities. 

"And Qod is not unrighteous^ that he will forget 
your worka and labor that prooeedeth of lore." 


ACT OF INCOBPOBATION. 
TtMto wkom IkutprttmU «k»U eonm: 

Stelion Fir$U 

Exow TB, that we^ William Oray, Absalom 

Jonei^ William White^ William Gardner, and 

Henry Stewart, by Tirtue of an Act of the Legia- 

lature of the Oommon wealth of PennsyWania, enti* 

tied "An Act to confer on certain Associationa of 

the citizena of this Commonwealth the powers and 

immunities of Corporations or Bodies Folitio in 

law," do hereby conatitato and deohra oonslTaa 
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and oor suooaisori duly ohosen, ts are hereaAer 
proYidad, for a oorporaiioo or body poliiio in law, 
lo be known by ibe name of the Tmtteei of the 
African Bpieoopal Oharoh of St Tbonia% in the 
eitf of Philadelpbia, nniil Easier Monday, which 
will be in the year of oar Lord one thoosand aeren 
handled and ninety-six, and from and after the said 
day, by the name of the Minister, Ohoroh Wardens 
and 7estry-men of the African Episcopal Ohurch 
of St Thomas, in the city of Philadelphia. 

Section Second. 

• 

And the election of the Minister, of the Oharoh 
Wardens, and of the Vcstry-men, who are to con- 
stitnto the said corporate body, from and after 
Easter Monday, which will be in the year of oar 
Lord one ihonsand seven handred and ninety-six, 
shall be chosen from time to time by the members 
of the said chorch, sgreeable to certain articles or 
rales by them made and entered into, on the twelfth 
day of July, in the year of oar Lord one thoasand 
seven handred and ninety«foar: And the said arti* 
eies and rales are hereby declared to be binding 
on this corporation, and not to be altered hj them 
in any respect. 

ion Third. 


That the said Minister, Ohnreh Wardens, and 
Yestry^men, and their saccessors, by the name and 
title aforesaid, shall for ever after be persons capa- 
ble in law to pnrohase, have and receive, uk^ hold 
and enjoy, in fee simple, or of any lessor, esUte or 
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estates, any lands, tenements^ rents, annnities, liber- 
ties, franchises, and other hereditaments, by the 
gift, grants bargain, sale^ alienation, enfeoffment, 
release^ confirmation or devise of any person or 
persons, bodies politic oroorporate, capable to mako 
theaame. 

And/urAer, that the said corporation may take 
and receive any sam or sams of money, and any 
kind, manner or portion of goods and chattels, that 
shall or may be given or beqnesthed to the said 
Minister, Ohnreh Wardens and Yestry-men, and 
their saccessors, by any person or persons, bodies 
politic and oorporate, capaUe of making a gift or 
bequest thereof; sach money, goods and chattels to 
be laid out by them in a parchase or parohases of 
lands^ tenements, roessnages, hoases, rents, annui- 
ties^ €f hereditaments^ to them and their saccessors 
forever. 

Section Fourth. 

And the said Minister, Ohnreh Wardens, and 
Yestrymen, and their successors shall and may 
grant, alien, or otherwise dispose of any messnages^ 
hoases, lands, tenements^ or hereditaments, other 
than the house of public wonhip^ or church afore- 
said, and the burial ground or grounds, which they 
now do or may hereafter possess as to them may 
seem meet and proper. ProvUed always, That in 
the disposition, sale^ or alienation of such mes* 
susges, houses, lands, tenements, and hereditaments^ 
the consent and ooncorrsnoe of two-thirds of the 
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yeflryiiieii ihtll be had and obuined ; and, alio, 
the monoTa ariaing from aaid dispoeitioii or aale be 
appropriated to the parchaaing and proonring other 
more ooDTenient meaBoageai houae^ land or tone- 
menta aa aforeaaid, aa the aaid Teatry may deem 
pioper and ezpedient| and to no other purpoaa 
whaterer. 

Seeii$n Fiflk. 

• 

And the aaid Miniater, Ohnroh Wardem^, and 
Yeatrymen, and their aaoceaaora, or a majority of 
them, ahall and may oonTone from time to time to 
make rdea, by-lawa, and ordinanoea, and tranaact 
every thing reqniaite for the good goremment and 
aopportoftheaaidOhandu PmruM ofoaj/t, That 
the aaid mlea, by-lawa, and ordinanoea be not re- 
pugnant to the Oonatitaiion or lawa of the United 
Statea, or to the Oonatitntion and lawa of thia Oom- 
monwealth. 

Seetim SixA. 

And the aaid Miniater, Ohnroh Wardena, and 
Yeatrymen, ahall hare frill power and authority to 
make, hare^ and nae one eommon aeal, with anoh 
donee or derioea and inaoriptiona, aa they ahall 
think proper, and the aame to break, ohange, alter, 
and foiiew, al their pleaaore. 
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Section Seventh. 

That the aaid Miniater, Chnroh Wardena, Yeatry. 
men, and their anooeaMra, by the name aforesaid, 
ahall be able and eapable, in law, to aue and be 
aued, plead, and be impleaded, in any oonrt or 
eonrta, before any judge or judges^ juatiee or jna* 
tioea, in all manner of auiti^ eomplainti^ oauaea, 
matters, and demands, of whatever kind, nature, or 
form they be, and all and every matter and thing 
thereunto do, in aa full and effectual a manner, aa 
any other peraon or peraons, bodiea politic, or cor- 
porate in thia Oommonwealth in like casea may or 
can do. 

Section Eighth. 

And until the appointment of the rector or prin* 
cipal minister of the said church, and afrerwards^ 
in caae of death or removal of auch minister, until 
any other miniater ahall be chosen agreeable to the 
usage and cuatom of the said church, the Church 
Wardens, for the time being, with the consent of a 
minority of the Yestry men in vestry met, shall have 
the aame powers and authoritiea relating to the die* 
poaition of the rente and raven uea of the said cor* 
poration, aa ia herein before veated in the Miniater, 
Ohufoh Wardena, and Yeatrymen. 

Section Ninth. 

That the dear yearly value of the meaauagea, 
honaes^ land% tenements^ ronts^ annuities, or other 
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berediUmeoti^ the iniereil on the money by them 
lent, and the real eeUte of the aaid eorporation shall 
not exeeed the earn of five hundred pounds^ money 
of PennsyWania, ezcltttiTe of the moneyi arising 
from the letting of pews belonging to the said 
ohnroh ; and also^ exclnsiTe of the moneys arising 
from the opening of the ground for bnrials in the 
ohnreh-yafd or yards belonging to the said ohnrehi 
which said money shall be reoeived and disposed 
of by the Ohnroh Wardens and Vestrymen for the 
time being for the purposes herein before mentioned 
and directed. 


In/aUk 


we hsTC hereunto set our hands 


at Philadelphia, the second day of March, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ainety-sijL 

WiLUAx Gray, 

ASdALOM JOKKS, 
WiLUAM OaRDKBBi 

Hkkbt Stkwabt, 

WiLLUX WHin. 


I hare perused and examined ihe preceding 
instrument^ and am of opinion, that the objectS| 
articles, and conditions therein set forth and con* 
lained are lawfuL 

JABED INOEBSOLI^ 

J/ofoA S6, 1790. Aihmey GtnmU. 

We^ the Justices of the Supreme Oourt of the 
OoMMNiwealth of FsuisylvMiai certify to hia Sz* 


oellenoy the Ooremor, that we hare examined the 
preceding instrument of writing, and are of opinion 
that the object^ articles^ and conditions therein set 
forth and contained are lawfuL 

As witness our hands, 

Thokas Mo&baw, 
Edwabd "SHiPPXir, 
Jabfbb Yatbs^ 
Thomas Smith. 
Philade^lMa, Martk 2Sih, 1796. 


u^i^ ] ^^ Oii$ name and hy Ihe authority of the 

' OomnumwoaUk of Penney Ivania^ Thomae it^' 

Jim Oovemor of Jhe eaid OammonweaUh: To Ifathew 

Irwin, Eeq^ Maeter ^ the Bottt ^ Penneylvania^ eende 

vtroHviky^ 

THOa MIFFLIN. 

' Whxbxas, it has been dnly certified to mo by 
Jared Ingersoll, Esq., Attorney Oeneral of the 
Oommonwealth, and by Thomas McEean, Esq., 
Ohief Justice, and Edward Shippen, Jasper Tates, 
and Thomas Smith, Esquires, Justices of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylrania, that they have re- 
spectiydy perused and examined the foregoing 
Ad or Inalfummt^ for the incorporation of the 
Ministers, Church Wardens^ and Yestrymen of 
the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in 
the City of Philadelphia, * And that they concur in 
opbion, that the olfiects^ artidei^ and bondiitons 
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Am or iKcoBPOBinoK. 

ilMNio set forth and oonUiaedy are lawfal.** Nim, 
bww ff€f thai io ponuaDoe of the Act of the Gene- 
ral AMembly, id raoh ease providedi I have trant- 
nitted the said aol or instriiinent of incorporatum 
«nto 70a the said Mathew Irwini Master of the 
Bolls aforesaid, hereby requiring you to enrol the 
same at the expense of the applieants^ to the intent| 
that aooording to the objeots, articles^ and eondi* 
tions therein set forth and contained, the parties 
may become and be a oorporatioo, or body politic, 
and in &et to hare oontinnance by the name^ style, 
and title ia the said instrament profided and 
doolsrod. 

OiTen vnder mjr hand and (b« gnat aeal of th« 
State, at Philadalphia, thia Seoond day of April, ia 
the 7«ar of oar Lofd, ooe tboaaand aereo haodred 
•od oinety-MZ, aad of tba Oommoowaalth, th* 
twentieth. 


J'jr tk$ Qvitmar, 


A. J. DALUa, Sttfrj. 


BonUed, in the nUa oAee, for the State of Peon* 
ijlfaai% ia Letter of Attoracgr Botk, No. 6; page 

14 


TVItaeaa mj Head and Seal of Offloe^ the S7th 
dayofOeldber, 17M. 


CnAL.] 


UAxaarlMwa, IC A. 


OA^IBM ASB moTtm, 


OIUBK AttD IfOnVtt 


n. THOlIAfl'B inuCAN CHOtCH. 


nnuanmA. 


Whereas, a few of oar race did in the VAum and 
nxn of QoD, aasooiate for the purpose of adTanoing 
oor fnenda in a trae koovledge of God, of trae ». 
hgion, and of the waya and awam to nston oor 
long loat rao^ to the dignity of men and of ohrie- 
tiana; and— 

Whereas God in meray and wiadom, haa ex- 
ceeded onr moat aangnine wishes, in bkasing oar 
andertaking^ for the abore parposes, and has 
opened the hearts of oar white brethren, to aaaiat 
in onr anderukings therain ;— and 

Whereas the light of the glorioas gospel of God 
oor Sarioar, haa began to shine into oar hearts' 
Who were strangers to the true and living God, and 
aliens to the eommonwealth of this spiritual Israel : 
•nd having aeen the dawn of the gospel day, we are 
»«loos y eonoerned for the gathering together oar 
»oe into the sheep-fold of the great Shepbeitl and 
Bishop of oar sonls; and aa we would eamesUr 

with the word of God or the aoripturea of the lOTe. 
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lation of Qod*i will, ooDoernipg as, and our solvft- 

lion;— «nd 

Whereas, thiongh the Tarions attempts we have 
made to promote our design, God has marked out 
onr ways with blessings. And we are now eneon- 
raged through the graoe and divine assistonee of 
Ood opening the hearts of our white friends and 
brethren, to eneourage ns to arise out of the dust 
and shake ourselves, and throw off that servile fear, 
thai the habit of oppression and bondage trained na 
np in. And in meekness and fear we would desire 
to walk in the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
ns free. That following peaoe with all men, we 
may have our fruit unto holiness, and in the end, 

everlasting life. 

And in order the more ftilly to accomplish the 
good purposes of God's will, and organiiSe ourselves 
for the pnrpoee of promoting the saving health of 
all, but moro particularly our relatives, the people 
of color. We, after many consultations, and some 
. years deliberation thereon, have gone forward to 
erect a house for the glory of God, and our mutual 
advantage to meet in for edification and social reli- 
gions worship. And more particularly to keep an 
open door for those of our race, who may be in- 
duced to assemble with ns, but would not attend 
divine worship in other places ; and 

Whereas, &ith comes by bearing, and hearing 
by the word of God, we are the more encouraged 
tbeieto, believing God wiU bless onr works and 
labors of love;— and 

Whevtas, for aU the above pnrposes, it is needAil 
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that we enter into, and forthwith establish some 
onlerly, christian-like government and order of 
former usage in the Church of Christ; and, being 
desirous to avoid all appearance of evil, by self-con- 
oeitedness, or an intent to promote or establish any 
new human device among us. 

Now be it known to all the world, and in all ages 
thereof that we the founders and trustees of said 
house, did on Tuesday the twelfth day of August| 
in the year of onr Lord, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, 

RRBOLYB AND DBCR8B, 

To resign and conform ourselves to the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of North America^— And we 
dedicate ourselves to God, imploring his holy pix>. 
tection ; and our house to the memory of St. Thomas, 
the Apostle, to be henceforward known and called 
by the name and title of St. Tkwuuf$ Africm EpU- 
copal Qiurck of PhiladeliJua ; to be governed by us 
and onr successors for ever aa follows. 

Given under onr hands, this TwelfUi day of Au- 
gust, 1794. 


Founders ( William Gbat, Absalox Joines, 

and i William Whiti, William Gabdveb, 
Trustees. ( Hbitbt Stewabt, Willlam Gbat, 

for 
WlLUAM WiLneiBi. 


M TBI oommvtmov or fr. thomas^ 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

TBI 00M8TITUT10N. 

WhbbbaSi we the Foondert and Tniiteat of Uie 
AfriotB Ohuf€k of FbilAdelphia, did by oar oiuuii- 
moos oouaent^ at a general meeliug bold for the 
purpose, on Taeeday the twelfth day of Angniti 
1794, decree, and oonsent, to oomroit all the eoole- 
■iaetieal afikira of our cbnrch to the gOTemment of 
the Proteftant Epieoopal Chnrob of North AmerioUt 
and to eetablbb her creeds and articles of fkith 
among nsi as the goYcming system of oor church 
fbrcTcr: and that the following rules shall be the 
binding constitution of our church for ever. 

J'trti.— All our ecclesiastical affairs are commit- 
ted to the rule and authority of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, to be by the Bishop and other 
officers of said Church and their successors, regu- 
lated as occasion may require : Provided alwapi, 
' that the general doctrine^ and principles of worship 
of said ohuroh, shall continue as now professed in 
the same, and understood to be the rule at gOTcm- 
ment of the same. And prwidtd /uriker^ that we 
and our suceessoia shall always retain within our- 
adres the power of choosing our minister and 
assistant minister, duly qualified to officiate acoord- 
ing to the esUblished rules and discipline of said 

ohuroh. 

&cefulfy«— The mode of admitting an adult per- 
son, shall be by the approbation of the minister and 
«k« ^nwi^ midMM! thflT hannB obtained Mtii- 
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ihctory proof of the seal and integrity of, and also 
a good report, of him or her desiring to become a 
member. 

rAtrilyw— After the church is regularly organ- 
ised, the mode of choosing officers for the ohuroh 
shsU be by ballot. No person to hare a rote 
except those who have been regularly admitted, 
and shall have been a member of the church twelre 
months, preceding the election. 

Fcwrlhly. — ^The officers shall consist of a restiy 
of twenty men, two of whom shall be chosen by the 
Tcstry, to do the duty of cburch-wardens. The 
duty of the wardens and yestry to be what is 
defined and enforced by the Protestant Episcopal 
Church aforesaid; and all such officers shall be 
chosen, annually on every Easter Monday, or as 
soon as may be after. All elections to be held 
under the inspection of the two presiding church- 
wardens ; and in case of absence of one or both of 
them, their place shall be supplied by the vestry ; 
otherwise, the congregation shall nominate pervons, 
members of the church, to act in the capacity the 
wardens ought to act in, on the occasion : — 

And likewise there shall be two members of the 
congregation to be nominated by them to assist the 
wardens or their representatiTcs, justly and truly 
to inspect such elections, and make a true return 
thereof to the congregatidn. But as we are now 
situated, we cannot do anything by way of election, 
nntil the second Easter Uonday next ensuing. 
Therefor^ wo tho founders and trustee^ do agrees 
and bind ouiselTee to conduct the business of the 
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obtireh irniil then ; that is to nj, the proriding a 
minislor, inspeoliog the tdmiation of memberB, and 
in all points diaoharging the doty of wardens and 
yettrj to the best of our power. 

Fifthlg.'^The datj of the restry, is to attend to 
the interest and welfare of the oharoh in all its tem- 
poral oonoerns, and in order to save unnecessary 
trouble to the Testry in general, the ohuroh-wardens 
shall have ftill power to transact the business of the 
ohurchi between the sereral stated meetings of the 
Testry, which shall be monthly ; and at every such 
meeting the church-wardens shall deliver their re* 
turns for the preceding month and particularly state 
their transactions during the same, respecting the 
church, to the vestry: — And so continue to do, 
unless in case of emergency. In all sucjb case% the 
clerk of the church, shall have orders to summon 
the vestry. But it is thought unnecessary to sum« 
mon them to their st ited monthly meetings. The 
vestry is empowered to receive all monies issuing 
to the church in all manner of ways whatsoever; 
and to make such repairs and improvement in the 
the church, as a minority of them may see neoessaryi 
and to keep in good order the yard, and all and 
every messusge^ tenement and hereditament, that 
doth now, or hereafter may, belong to the church 
and congregation. They are also to regulate the 
minister and assbtant minister's salary, and also, 
the salary of the clerk and sexton. They are to 
keep a regular account of the debits and credits of 
the church in* a fair and dear manner in a book 
provided ton the purpose; the state whereoi| b to 
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be presented to the congregation, when 
by them; which book with every document, or 
thing of value belonging to the church they may 
be possessed ot, they are to deliver to their success- 
CIS, at their first meeting after their election. 

Sixtklyr^We ordain and decree, that none among 
us^ but men of color, who are Aflricans^ or the de* 
scendants of the African race, can elect, or be elected 
into any office among us, save that of a minister or 
assistant minister; and that no minister shall havo 
a vote at our 


COtmCIL OP IDYICB IT BISHOP WHITE'S H0U8& 

«« Philadelphia, &^ 9th, 1794. 

At a meeting of the Council of advice and stand* 
ing Committee of the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania, in the Bishop's 
bouse. 

PRBSBBT. 

The Bight Bev'd. Bishop White, and a quorum 
of the members. 

The Bishop laid before the Council, the Consti- 
tution of the African Church of Philadelphia, a 
congregation of the people of color, who, having 
lately erected a building for the public worship of 
Ood, do now in consequence of free and mature 
deliberation, propose, and request to be associated 
with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States ; and in particular to commit all their eccle- 
siastical affitirs to the rule and authority of the 
Bishop and Church in this 8tat4 of Pennsylvania. 
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The Bishop and Ooanoil are pleaaed with the ap* 
plioatioD made as above, and are willing to aooepi 
the terma. 

Besolred and declared therefore that as soon aa 
the Tmsteea or Deputies of the said congregation, 
being daly aathorizod shall sign the Act of Asso- 
ciation of the said charoh in this State, they shall 
be entitled to all the privileges of the other 
congregations of the Protestant Epiaoopal Charoh. 

Agreedi that Dr. Samael Magaw and Dr. Boberl 
Blaokwellt be a commitlee to meet the Tmstees or 
Deputies of the African Church| and aee then 
ratify the Act of Association. 

Extract from the minuteSi 

Samuel Haoaw. 
A member of the CounciL** 

BBOOSDIBNDATION OF A. JONES AS A CANDIDATE FOB 

ORDERS. 

• 

*<To the Bt Bey. Dr. William White and the 
Clergy, and Wardens of the Protestant Episcopal 
Churches of Pliiladelphia. 

Tlie Trustees and BepresentatiTcs of the congre- 
gation of St Thomas's Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Philadelphia, send greeting. 

Whereas by grace a number of our race have 
formed ouraelTes into a congregation in Philadel- 
phia, and on the 17th of July lasti the house we 
prepared wss opened and dedicated for divine 
worship, and whereas on Tuesdayi Augnst the 
ISth, 1794, al a special meeting held for the 
purpose, the Oinstitatioa of our Church was nnaa- 
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imously ratified upon the principles of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of North America; and 
whereas on application to the Bishop and Clergy 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Philadelphia, 
we were graciously received into the bosom of the 
Church, on Sunday, 14th September, 1794; and on 
Sunday, October 12th, 1794, our being received 
into the fellowship and communion of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of Philadelphia, was most 
cordially and fully announced from the pulpit by 
the Bev. Bobert Blackwell; and whereas the 
several pastoral charges delivered to us by the 
Bishop, the Bev. Mr. Magaw, the Bev. Mr. 
Abercrombie, and the Bev. Bobert Blackwell 
demonstrate the most affectionate and fatherly care 
for our spiritual and temporal progress and pros- 
perity; and desiring to ornament our profession, 
and to walk worthy of the high privileges where- 
with we are blessed, by a godly, sober, and exem- 
plary life among men in general, but, moro 
especially among our own color, in order to 
promote the gathering in of those who are wander* 
ing away from the paths of virtue and knowledge ; 
w^ after mature deliberation have concluded thai 
it would be highly expedient to have among us a 
godly man of color, qualified to act as our Minister, 
knowing that it is derogatory to the discipline of 
the Church, to admit a Layman to exeioise the 
Amotions of a minister. 

With due deference to your wisdom, we presume 
lo present to you our well-beloved brother, Absa- 
lom Jones, a man of good reporti of Oodly oonver- 
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■ation, and sealooBly engaged in promoting religion 
and yirtue among 08, as a candidate for the above 
pnrpoae. And in oonaideration of the utilitj of 
Laving each a person clothed with authority to 
Tiait the aick, attend fanerali^ administer the ordi- 
nances of baptism and the Lord's Supper, reprov- 
ing; exhorting and following the wandering and 
careless to bring them into the sheepfold of Christ, 
and in view of the reverence and respect in which he 
is held bj the generality of our color, and of his seal 
for the prosperity of the church, and hb assiduity 
in doing good for man : we, therefors^ humbly hope 
that his want of the literary qualification required 
by the church, may, under our ctrcumstanccsi be 
dispensed with. 

Signed in behalf and by apointment of the con- 
gregation of St. Thomas's Church. 

Wm. Qbat, I 

Wm. Gardnbr. ^^^^' 

HSNBY STBWART. I 

Od. 28d, 1794. The Council of Advice, and 
Standing Committee of the Convention of the Pro* 
testant Episcopal Church, met at Dr. Blackweirs 
on adjournment. Present, a quorum of clerical and 
lay members. 

An address; or letter to the bishop and clergy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, 
written in very respectful and affisctionate terms^ 
from the trustees and other representatives of the 
congregation of the Afirioan church, b<'w called St. 
Thomases Ohurob, of Philadelphia^ was laid before 


the Council, communicated through the hands of 
the bishop, representing among other things, that 
it would be expedient to have among themselves, a 
pious and duly qualified man of color, to discharge 
the functions of a minister, and recommending for 
the said purpose, as a candidate, Absalom Jones, a 
man of good report and Oodly conversation. Where- 
upon, the Council being heartily disposed to favor 
the address and application as above, and entirely 
satisfied as far as doth to them appear, of the moral 
and religious character of the person recommended, 
do sgree in opinion and respectfully advise that the 
most regular mode of proceeding is, for the Bishop 
to give his sanction and approbation to Absalom 
Jones, to ofliciatc as a Reader of Divine service, &c., 
in the said church and a candidate for Deacon*a 
orders, till the meeting of the convention of the 
church in this State, which will be in the month of 
May next. The 7th canon, ratified in Genera] Con- 
vention, requiring with regard to the learning of 
those to be ordained that the requisition of an ac- 
quaintance with Latin and Greek, is only to be dis- 
pensed with by two-thirds of the CouTcntion of the 
State to which the candidate belongs, and for good 
causes moving thereunto ; the recommendation to 
the Bishop to the effect foregoing, to have the sig* 
nature of the names of a miyority of such Conven . 
tion. 

Extract from the book of Minutes. 

' SAMUEL MAGAW, 

A member of the Council, ko^ SeereUu% 
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Oet 22d, 1791. At « meeting of the Tnuleei 
and Bepretentatiyee of St Thomae'e Charoh of 
Philadelphia, held in the Ohuroh— Present, 
William Gardner, James Dexter, 

Dorts Jennings, Oyma Porter, 

William Gray, Henry Steward, 

William White, Jna Emory, 

Worthington, Absalom Jones. 
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Absalom Jones reports that this day Bishop 
White informed him that a gentleman in Old 
England appropriated a part of his estate in Phila- 
delphia, to a oonsiderable amonnt, for supporting a 
firee school for the African raee and other good par- 
posei^ for their use and behoof, and desired that wo 
•hould appoint a committee of our congregation to 
confer with him, and the Trusteea appointed to aol 
in coi\junotion with him on the business. 

ACCBPTANCB OF TBI CALL BT MB. A. iOKBB. 

^ OeL 21, 1794. 

n the IVuiUet ^8u Themoi^i (^wrth. 

BBfTHBBy— After some deliberation in my own 
mind upon the call you have given me, I senaibly 
fbel that it ia of such a serioua nature aa to cauae 
me to tremble at the thought of auoh an under- 
taking. But, on my looking up to Him who ia the 
Sorereign Buler of all thinga, the recollection of 
Jaoob'a going orer the brook unftirniahed, with 
nothing but hia ataff and crook, and aeeing what 
great thinga were done ibr him, and how hia fbaif 
were baniahedi I waa led to put my truat in God, 


and become your aenrant in Ohriat; and in all 
thinga begun, continued, and ended in hia name, I 
hope He will be glorifled, and our aoub eternally 
profited. 

•ABSALOM JONBS." 

" Aug 12M, 1 796. At a meeting of the Truateea 
of St Thomaa'a Church of Philadelphia, held in the 
Church on Wedneaday, 

Preaent— 

Wm. Gray, Abaalom Jonei^ 

Jamea Dexter, Jna Henry, 

Saml. Jaokaon, C. Porter, 

KcT. Dr. Magaw, Rev. Dr. Andrews, 

Bey. Dr. Blaokwell, Rev. Dr. Aberorombie. 

Thia meeting waa called by request of the Biahop, 
who preaented an extract from the Joucnal of the 
Convention of the Episcopal Church of PennayK 
Tania, held in Chriat Church, Philadelphia, June 
2d, 1795, which waa read and explained. The mem- 
bera present uniting with the restrictions therein 
specified, it was agreed to. The Biahop tlien in- 
formed the meeting that he could not with propriety 
ordain any peraon without being aasurad that the 
peraon ao ordained would be aupported by the Con- 
gregation that recommend him for Holy Orders. 


* Mr. JoBM-« MuidkUto for OidMa tl tlMibefs 
'^MdafaMd Dmom hf BialMp White im Anftttt, 17M, Ho wi 
npwtoA hf Biahop White m Pri«t im ISCi. 
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Rtmlv^i, That a support be provided for the 
mioiBter ordained for St Thomas'a Church of Fhila* 
delphia. 

Adjourned," 

'' Extraot from the Journal of the Conyention of 
the Epiaoopal Ohnrdh of the State of Pennsyl^Miai 
held in Christ Church, Philadelphia, June 2, 1796. 

It was mored and seconded, that the knowledge 
of the Oreek and Latin languages, in the examination 
for Hoi/ orders of Absslom Jones, a black man, 
belonging to the African Church of St Thomas, in 
this city, be dispensed with, agreeably to the canon 
in such cases made and prorided. Besolved, that 
the same be granted, provided, it is not to be under- 
stood to entitle the African Church, to send a 
Clergyman or Deputies to the Convention, or to 
interfere with the general government of the Bpis- 
eopal Church, this condition being made in con* 
aideration of their peonliar circumstances nipreHnL 

JAMES ABEBCBOMBIE. 

WVUn BLBCnOK FOB YBSTBTMBir. 


^Wcb the subscribers, being duly appointed 

Judges of an election held in St Thomas's Church, 

on Monday the 28th March, 1796, pursuant to 

notice given in the Church, and according to the 

Charter thereof do certify tliat the foUowing named 


persons are duly elected vestrymen for the ensubg 
year, vi&: 

John Exeter, Warden^ Ilenry Stewart, 

Charles Bunkam, Samuel Jackson, 

William Oray, Warden^ Robert Turner, 

Ishmael Robins, Joseph Williams^ 

Charies Oolding, William Thomas^ 

William Colston, Rutland Moore^ 

Wm. Coleman, See^ James Forten, 


James Dexter, 
Peter Morcor, 
Alexander James, 


Kent Burry, 
Jacob Oibbs, 
John Church, 


John Emory, Clerk of (lie Church. 

Saii*l Binob, \ 

Rowland Parby, / 
Jno. J. Pabby, > 

Wll. WiGOLBSWOBTn, I 

Jno. Woodsidbs, / 


Judget. 


BBQI8TBB OF THB IfEUBEBS UP TO 1794. 

Rev. Absalom Jones, Wm. Oray, Wm. Whiter 
Wm. Wiltshire, Wm. Gardiner, Henry Stewart, 
Onsar Worthington, James Dexter, John Henry, 
Dorus Jennings, S. Jackson, Cyrus Porter, Flora 
Madura, Joanna Patterson, Cnsar Thomas, Sarah 
Johnaon, Henry Wilson, Ab. Inglei^ ktark Reed, 
Tho*s Batt, Cuffy Jordan, Molly Black, Harriette 
Reese, Hannah Kemey, Hannah Morris, Anthon«r 
Woodward, Ann Burk, Thomas Frederick, Bober 
Koble, Susan Orovei^ J. Doran, Katy Orovea, Reu- 
ben Kinsey, Cato Wilks, Peter Bows, Hannah 
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Bowland, Franois Williami, Qaam Batler, Oato 
Williamai Bath Black, Baohel OroTe0,Tbo*8 King, 
Tho's Jamei^ Bioh*d CooDer, Nathan Gray, Oeorgo 
Yandyne, Bioh'd Gray, Andrew Jamei^ JaMe 
Brown, Bob'l Yanebla, John Toge, John Kelly, 
Moiea Anderion, Peter Bobinwn, Bob*t Phillipa, 
Bloh'd OharleiH Abm, Butler, Sawny Alexander, 
Moiea Hocal, Joeeph Bobineon, Kingsly Williama, 
Jaa. Brown, Jaa. Williami, Win. Harding, Alice 
Tandy ne, Phcebe Oommings, Sarah Dexter, Mar- 
garette Oamminga, SyWia Brown, Diana Togai 
Phcebe Kelly, Phcebe Eeton, Hagar Parker, 
Baohad Coltiai, Nancy Ooliiae, Bachel Andenon* 
Elixabeth AnderM>n, Sylvia Phillips, Mary Brown, 
Sarah Head, Temperance Bichardaon, Bella West, 
Sally Bntler, Elenor Bobtnion, Bachel Ooodon, 
Ann Hanrey, Ann Brown, Katy Cox, Violet 
Brown, Bnth Harding, Jamea Ckiton, Jeha Hall, 
Oatbjirine Jackaon, Joa. Pilgrim, Peter Biohmond, 
Joah. Head, aen., Joeh. Head, jr., Sharp Bickmore, 
Saml BeeveiH Ed. Potts, Ohaa. Watt, James Lanty, 
Darid Steyens^ John Jones, Ed, Byan, Wm. Oriffii^ 
IL Mall, Jamea Cross, Henry Dafl^ Chas. Thomp- 
son, Moses Oakley, James Potter, Kent Berry, Jaa. 
Sparky Cato Bobinaon, Joseph Parker, Danl Wil- 
ltam% Joseph Willii^ms, William Coleman, Peter 
Mercer, Saml Harding, Jas. Williams, Jesse Brownt 
Alex. Hntchinson, Darid Dankin, Frank Bacon, 
Cnft Jordan, James Cole, sen., Joseph Scorer, Os- 
buni Oulemani Deronshire Bandall, Jno. Treated, 
Bioh'd Williama, Eliaha MUler, WilUam Oorentins» 
Saml Hall, Antboaj MUler^Of^gory Molria, Pel«r 


Bams^ John Coats^ Jas. Harding* Jas. Oold, John 

Exeter, Benj. Woodby, Daniel Alexander, Lewis 

Weldon, Charles Cary, Cnsar Barns, Ed. Wood, 

Charles Bumkin, Cato Freeman, Philip Woodby, 

Charles Woodby, Frank Otoby, James Coleman, 

Sam*l Brown, Henry Wiltohire, Othello Pollard, 

Boderiok Coleston, Joseph Tnnch, Wm. Dickai<, 

Bichard Davii^ sen., Bichard Daris, Jr., Cain Cafl( 

Moody Jackson, John Conner, Charles Weiden, 

John Charoh, Shandy Yard, James Barriss, James 

Foster, Thomas Williams, Peter Evans, William 

Campenfelt, Tatem Williams, Tony Hart, Bobert 

Essex, James Forten, Benj. Johnson, John Bich- 

roond, sen., John Richmond, jr., Frank Johnson, 

John Sparks, Sam*i Jackson, Thomas Roderick, 

Tobias White, John Mills, Thos. Swan, Alexander 

.Wetherhead, Joel Ebusard, John Teebo, Jas. Barry, 

James Kinsey, Cmsar McCall, Benj. Moore, Philip 

Ooodrich, Bob't Martin, Jacob Lawrenc^ William 

ScoU, King William, Margarette Thomas, Philip 

Rixon, Favoront Bush, Mark Reed, Phillis Mann, 

Joanna Patterson, Diana Wills, Thos. Swan, Pleas* 

ant Swan, Ere Pompns, Jane Oray, Marilla Bark, 

Ann Styles, Jacob Warner, Mary Johnson, Isaao 

Jones, Charlotte Clarkson, Cherry Winchester, 

Eliza Weiden, Wm. Ornbb, Diligent Dexter, Elisa 

Wright^ Sarah Cole^ Mary Black, John Emory, 

Margarette Woodby, Phillis Clark, Flora Madare, 

Elisabeth Jones^ Ed. Wood, Bosanna Wood, Fanny 

Oray, Israel Bargo, Mary Warder, Mary Williams, 

DcTonshire Crafl^ Amelia Harris, Ann Mercer, 

Wflo. Thomas, Bob't Oordon, Simon Cato^ Charles 
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Ooldeii,0Ato Jaokaon, PbcBbeSejmare^ Ado BrowB| 
Jmo Jaoobt.— Tolali 248. 

In the year 1796, the namee of peraooa reoorded 
as membera, in the aggregate, are four hundred and 
twenty-aeren, almost twice the number of the pre- 
ceding year. In addition to the regular memben 
of the Church, we may reasonably suppose that a 
floating congregation of at least a hundred or more 
persons were attracted thither from Tarious motireSi 
thus filling it to its utmost capacity. For St. Tho* 
mas*s at that time, was thb African Ohurch. There 
were none, then, of the same class, to emulate her 
noble example, excepting the small company col- 
lected together in the blacksmith shop, fitted up for 
a plsoe of worship by the yenerable Bichard AJleo, 
aided by the active beneyolence of a Ohristian com* 
munity. This frame building, from .all that we 
hare learned, could scarcely scat one hundred and 
fifty persona. 

SCHOOL BBTABLISHBD. 

In 1804, a day school for the instruction of youth 
was established by the Vestry, to be under their 
direction and control. They appointed a board of 
ele?en trustees, eight of whom were selected ftooa 
their own body, and three from the congregation. 
The duty of this board was to Tisit the school onoe 
in every month, to examine the sobolar% note the 
progress made by them in their studies^ and propose 
such improremeDts to the Yestry, in regard to the 
Older and government of the school, as they might 
deem adrisaUe. SaA member of this ednealioaal 


society was required to pay into the hands of either 
of the trustees the sum of one dollar annually. The 
Bishop, or any of hb Council, had the prerogative 
of visiting the school, and of proposing amendments 
to existing regulations. All proposed amendments 
were reported by the trustees to the Vestry at their 
ensuing monthly meeting. 

The following named persons constituted the 
Board of Trustees appointed by the Vestry : 

Bobert Oordon, Wm. Oray, 

Cato Collins, James Forten, 

James Harding; Bandall Shepherd, 

Bobt Douglass, Wm. Thomas, 

Peter Bichmond| Joseph Bandolph, 

Jna Bowers. 

PACTS OOBCBUflNQ THB CHABITT OP THB BBT. DB. 

BBAT. 

The Board of Trustees continued to manage the 
concerns of the school up to the year 1816 ; beyond 
which time no minutes of their proceedings appear. 
One fact in connexion, worthy of notice, is^ that 
the expense of instructing ten male scholars was 
paid from the trust of the Bev. Dr. Bray. It appears 
that the Vestry finally gave up the contn>l of the 
school and placed it in the hands of Solomon 
Clarkson (one of its members), who also^ for a con- 
siderable number of years afterwards, was paid from 
the same charity for the tuition of the aforesaid 
number of scholars. Besides, there was a fenule 
school, taught by Madam Hand, in the Northern 
LiberUes^ supported firom the same soBroOi 
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'< This ancient obariiy originated with the Bev. Dr. 
Bra/, Amerioao missionary, the Bishop of Loudon, 
and Mr. D'Alone, secretary to King William. In 
1774, the ground rents of a large lot in this city 
were set apart for the payment of the expenses of 
two schools for blacky one for each sex, to be edu« 
oated gratuitously. 'The Associates* in England 
are perpetual ; and from their appointments, three 
of our citiasens, churchmen, constantly serve the 
schfiols as directors and goyernom. Those lately 
in service were Wm. Meredith, Thos. Ilale, and 
James S. Smith, Esquires." * 

For the last iifleen years, at least, this charity 
has been turned in some other direction. It hat 
been ascertained that ever since the suspension of 
the schools here, the nett sum of nine hundred eM> 
Isfv, arising from said ground rents, has been for- 
warded to London annually. 

We have been in communication with the " As- 
sociatcs** in England, through their Secretary, 
respecting the ground taken for suspending said 
schools, and have recently received in replication 
a polite note, from which is taken the following 
extract: — "The trust to which you allude is for the 
support of schools in British Amxrica. The 
'Associates' have always been advised that the term 
' British America' is to be construed as comprising 
the territory now known by that name, and not tho 
territory which was so oonsidered prior to the Peace 
of 1788, and that it is their duty to apply the trust 
accorditagly.'' 

• WalMs't AmmIh, U vol., pif« S63. Id. sT ISM. 


BOaSTT FOR BUVnSBSmQ YICB AND IHXORALITT. 

In 1809 a Society was formed by the leadiug 
oolored men of that day, for the suppression of vice 
and immorality among their people, composed of 
members belonging to different denominations of 
CSiristians. A tolerably correct idea of their plan 
of operations may be obtained from the perusal of 
the following copy of an appeal (from the original) 
to the Chief Justices of Pennsylvania, and the city 
and county of Philadelphia, for their approbation 
of the work in which they were about to engage. 

PSTITION. 

• "7b Ae HowmihU WilUam rilghmm, E$q^ Chirf 
Justice qf the StaU of Pennsylvania. 

A number of the free people of color have 
associated themselves together in a society by 
the name, title and description of the" African 
Society, for the suppression of vice and immorality, 
among the people <^ our own race. They have for 
a long time viewed with a painful anxiety, the mul* 
tiplied evils that have occurred and do daily occur, 
for the want of such advice and instruction as they 
fed desirous of giving, by visiting vspme of tho 
more dissipated parts of the city and suburbs^ on 
proper occasions, and using such persuasive mea- 
■urss as may be best calculated to produce leforma- 
tioQ of manners among them. They, therefore, solicit 
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your Honor's approbatioa aod ooooarreDoe, ia be- 
half of the aocietjr. 

JON. TRUSTY, Chairman. 

Philadeljfhta, lit Nov. 1809." 

Appended to this appeal, are eominendaliona of 
the onterpriae, in the hand-writing of some of the 
most illustrioas poraona, that graoed the age in which 
thejr lived. We regard them as precious relics — 
mementos of friends in the olden times, which 
shonld not lie baried in oblirion. It is, therefore, 
with grateful pleasure, we proceed to transcribe 
them. 

**I hare read the Articles of the African Associa- 
tion and approve of them. The object is highlj 
oommcndable, and there is reason to hope that the 
Association may produce rerj beneficial effects. 

WM. TILOHMAN. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 8, 1809." 

'* I hare also read the Articles of the African 
Association, and heartily concur with the Chief 
Justice in the opinion abore expressed. 

D. FBANKLIN. 

PhilaAlphia, Nov. 8, 1809." 

" Erery rational plan, to reform the people of 
oolour, will always hare my approbation. The 
effort now proposed to be made, by means of religi- 
ous instruction and oourersation, at seasonable 
times, has, therefore, my cordial wishes for iu suo- 

JAOOD BUSH. 
Nw. % 1809. 


By a certain financial arrangement, truly benero* 
lent, of William Bradford, Esq., made before his 
death in 1798, between Dr. Benj. Bush, and Bishop 
White, St. Thomas' Church, became in possession 
of the Parsonage, situated in Powell street, between 
Fifth and Sixth, Spruce and Pine streets, in the 
year of our Lord 1809. It is a double three story 
brick building. The lot on which it stands, con- 
tains in breadth 16 feet 6 inches, and in length or 
depth 86 feet 9 inches, subject to an annual ground 
rent of thirty-four dollars. As a small testimony 
of profound gratitude, the Vestry had placed in (Vont 
of the Parsonage, a marble slab with the following 
inscription : 

^ Tfli LioAOY or Wm. Bbadfobd^ Esq., 

Aug. 19th, 1798, 

TO TBI APBiciur Church op St. Thomas." 

TEMPORARY DIVISION IN TUB CHURCH. 

In the month of July, 1810, the noise of an angiy 
tumult began to be heard within the borders of this 
interesting branch of the Church. It appears that 
oertain d i saflBscted members took upon themselyes 
the responsibili^ of opening a communication with 
Mr. Alexander Cook Summers, (a colored gentle- 
nuin of Jamaica,) respecting his becoming a candi- 
date for the ministry in St Thomas' Church. Such 
were the encouragements held out to Mr. Summers 
by those persons^ that he was induced to leave his 
BaUTt home and embark for Philadelphia. On his 
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arrival, he baoded the letter which had been written 
to him, to Mr. Jones, who presented the same al a 
regnhur meeting of the Testry. The reatrj, npon 
hearing ite oontentai expressed their indignant sur- 
prise at the coarse which had been thus pursoedi 
and disarowed all connexion with, or participation 
in, the matter whatsoerer. The/ aooordinglj ap- 
pointed a committee to wait upon the Bishop for 
bis coansel and adrice^ in relation to^ what the/ 
conceired to be, a wiclced attempt to create a diri* 
sioa in the church. The Bishop, after bearing a 
statement of the case, recommended that an inter- 
Tiew, if possible, be had between the Vestry and 
Mr. Summers. This proposal was accordinglj 
made to Mr. Summersi bj a committee appointed 
for the purpose^ but he,— perhaps through the oon* 
trolling influence of his friends— ''absdutelj re- 
fused" compliance with said proposal. 

This sad occurrence developed a party spirit in 
the congregation which was not healed during the 
few remaining years that were left to the lift of the 
Bector, or indeed for many years after bis decease. 
Those discontented members finally seceded, hired 
a room in Zane street, employed Mr. Summers as 
Lay Beader, with the view of baring him in due 
time ordained. Their expectations, in regard to in- 
creuing numbers rallying around them, were noi 
realixed. They struggled on, howcTer, for a year 
or more; at the expiration of wbioh time, they 
became wearied of thejnereased burden of taxation'; 
which had the double oSmI of moderatiog their leal 
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in the ill-conceiyed enterprise, and of opening their 
eyes to their inexcusable folly and wrong doing. 

What a lamenUble picture did those days pro- 
sent to the truly pious mind I The Grand Adrer- 
sary of God and man then waved in triumph bis 
hellish banner of ''envy, hatred, malice and all 
uncharitablencss*' within the sacred precincts, where 
lore, unanimity, peace and concord should erer 
dwell '' The ways of Zion," then mourned, because 
few went up ''to the solemn feasts" with duly pro- 
pared hearts. The Priests, the Ministers of the 
Lord, then wept ** betweeen the porch and the altar, 
■sying, Spabb thy pxoplb, O Lobd, akd oivb kot 

TUINB BBRITAOB TO BBPBOAOH." HoW important 

is it for christians at all times to giro heed to the 
admonition— '^ Pbat for thb pbaob or Jbbusa- 

LBM." 

S. CLARK80N, PBOPOSBD AS AB A88I8TABT. 

March 18th, 1811. Solomon Clarkson, by a reso- 
lution of the vestry was taken up to be educated 
for the ministry ; and, in the event of success in the 
prosecution of bis studies— no other impediment 
being in the way— he was to be received as an 
Assistant Minister to the Pastor then in charge. 
All this was sanctioned by the Minister, Vestry, 
and Oongregation. They, by volunUry subsorip- 
tion^ met the expenses of his board and tuition for 
a considerable time; but finding in the end, that he 
l^ve such poor promise of reaching a point of 
literary respecUbiUty, within any reasonable period, 

tkeyadvissd Urn to abandon the idea of the niais- 

li 
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try and seek some other oilling. Ha toon after* 
wards commeoced keeping a eommon day ecbool, 
in which occupation he continued, until ihe day of 
his sioknessi which terminated in death. Mr. 0— 
was a godly man, warmly attached to the churohi 
but WM regarded as being Tcry singular in his 
manners. He was communicatire to few, except 
his confidential friends. He seemed to take pains 
to aroid the company of all others. He was Tcry 
quick in his movements; in debate, rapid in the 
expression of his sentiments, but would nerer pub- 
licly oppose his friends though differing in opinioD 
fVom them. Had he entered the ministry, he would, 
I am sure, hare belonged to that class of minis* 
ten, whose sermons are always cnTcIopcd in "the 
blue biases of hell fire and brimstone." One promi* 

nent trait in the character of Mr. C , worthy of 

being imitated, was his punctuality. For twenty 
years or more, he acted as Secretary of the Yestryi 
snd I always found him among the first in attend* 
lince. It WM his uniform practice to read the Les* 
sons, Bpistle and Qospel for the day, at the ohnrohy 
before the time arrired for commencing dirine 
serfice. 

SKETCH OF THB RBV. ABSALOM JOlfBS. 

The BcT. Absalom Jones^ after having been 
actively and Aiithfully engaged in the service of 
the Church for the space of twenty-two years^ 
was released from his anxious toils, and arduous 
labors, by the welcome messenger. Death—'* gath* 
•red unto" Us ^iktbers in the communion of the 
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Catholic Church ; in the confidence of a certain 
faith ; in the comfort of a reasonable, religious and 
holy hope; in favor with God, and in perfisct 
charity with the world." He was bom a slave; 
his young ideas, therefore, were never Uught how 
to shoot forth their rays of intellectual light and 
beauty. He had arrived at manhood before he 
was initiated into the first branches of a common 
school education. He became somewhat proficient 
in these, by dint of selfrapplication, during intervals 
from his secular labors. By industry, frugality, 
and economy, previous to his entering the ministry, 
be had accumulated nome means which he invested 
in real estate. He was the owner of several neat 
dwellings, the value of which we have not ascer- 
tained. A day school was taught by him while he S 
pursued a course of preparation for the ministry, / 
and also for some time after be entered upon iu / 
duties and responsibilities. When he to6k chaige ) 
of the church he was in the 49th year of his age. ^ 

The following narrative is •copied from the 
original manuscript written by himself: 

*'I, Absalom Jones was bom in Sussex," Dn^ 
•*on the 6th of November, 1746. I was small) 
when my master took me from the field to wait 
and attend on him in the house ; and being rtrj 
fond of learning; I was careful to save tiie pennies 
tiiat were given me by the ladies and gentlemen 
from time to time. I soon bought myself a primer, 
•nd begged to be Uught by any body that I found 
able and willing to give me the least instruction^ 
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Soon altar Ihif, I was able to purchase a spelltng 
book; for as my monej inoreaaed, I aapplied 
mjaelf with booka, among others, a TesUment. 
For, fondness for books, gaye me little or no time 
for the amoaements that took up the leisure hoars 
of my oompanions. By this ooorae I beoame 
singalar, and escaped many stUs, and also sared 

my money 

In the year 1762, my mother, five brothera and 
a sister were sold, and I wns brought to the city of 
Philadelphia with my master. My employment in 
(his oity was to wait in the atore, pack up, and 
carry out goods. In this situation, I had an 
opportunity, with the clerk, to get copies set for me ; 
so that I WM soon able to write to my mother and 
brothers, with my own hand. My spelling is bad 
for want of proper schooling. 

In the year 1700, I asked my master the liberty 
of 'going one quarter to night-school, which he 
granted. I had a great desire to learn Arithmetic 
In that quarter, I learned Addition, Troy weight, 
Subtraction, ApoAecarics' weight, Practical Multi- 
plication, Practical Division, and Beduction. 

In the year 1770, I married a wife, who was a 
slave. I soon after ^^ropoaed to purchase her 
freedom. To this her mistress agreed, for the 
sum of forty pounds. Not having the money in 
hand, I got an appeal drawn, and John Thomas 
my father-in-law, and I called upon some of the 
principal Friends of this oily. From some we 
borrowed, and from others we received donations. 
In thia way we boob laised ikirty poonda of the 
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money, her mistress^ Sarah King, forgiving the 

balance of ten pounds. By this time, my master*a 
family was increased, and I waa much hurried in 
my servitude. However, I took a house, and for 
seven years, made it my business to work until 
twelve or one o'clock at night, to assist my wife in 
obtaining a livelihood, and to pay the money that 
waa borrowed to purcbaM her freedom. Thia 
being fully accomplished, and having a little 
money in hand, I made application to my master, 
in the year 1778, to purchaae my own freedom ; 
but, as this was not granted, I fortunately met with 
a small house and lot of ground, to be sold for one 
hundred and fifty pounds continenUl money. 
Ilaving laid by some hard money, I sold it for 
continental, and purchased the lot My desire for 
freedom increased, as I knew that while I waa a 
slave, my house and lot might be taken as the 
property of my master. This induced nfe to make 
many applications to him for liberty to purchase 
my freedom ; and on the first of October, 1784, he 
generously gave me a manumiAion. I have ever 
ainoe continued in hia service at good wages, and I 
still find it my duty, both late and early, to be 
industrious to improve the little estate that a kind 
Providence has put in my bands. 

Since my freedom, I have built a couple of small 
houaea on the aame lot^ which bow lei for twenty- 
two pounda a year." 

Mr. Jones, is said to have been very earnest and 
impressive in his style of preaching ; but, it waa 
sever thought that hia /erie waa in the pulpit. It 
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WM bis mild and easy mannera^ his ereness of 
temper, his repeated yisitations among the people, 
espeoialljr the siok of his flook, bis active eoopera- 
tion with every eflbrt pat forth for the adranoe- 
meat of bis moe,— (in which respects he had^ 
no snperior among the contemporaries identified 
with him)— that endeared him to all who knew him. 
He was of medinm height, dark complexion, with 
a stont frame, bland and open countenance, yet 
indicatire of firmness. The costume among the 
Clergy of his dny, was a black dress coat, breeches 
and rest of the same color, with top boots, or 
shoes with bockles, and block stcickings^ depend* 
ing upon the season of the year. Mr. Jones, 
uniformly appeared in public, habited in the same 
manner. 

His mortal remains now' repose beneath the 
ahadow of the church, which, under Qod, be was 
chiefly instrumental in founding, with the follow- 
ing epitaph upon his tomb: 

To TUB Mkxobt 

or TUB 

Rby. Absalom Jokbs, 
who^ bom a slare, and becoming possessed of 
fieedom by good conduct, and rendered respectnblo 
by a coarse of Tirtuous industry, was principally 
instrumental in founding the African Oharob of St. 
Thomas, in which he was the first Pastor; and 
after discharging the duties of the ministry faith* 
fully during 22 years, he departed this life Februaiy 
18th, 1818, aged 71 years^ 8 moBth% and 8 days. 
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By reference to the Baptismal Record, I find the 
number of adults baptised between the years of 
1796 and 1818 to be . . .268 
Infant baptisms^ . . 927— Total 1195 

Confirmations, 274 

Interments, 624 

This may justly be regarded as a large number 
of interments in proportion to the siae of the Con* 
gregation; but it may be accounted for from the 
fiMt, that other persons, besides members of the 
church, arailed themselyes of the priTilege of bury* 
ing their friends in the church-yard, by submitting 
to the payment of one-third more than was exacted 
of the members. 


FRIMCB SAUBDEBB. 

During the four years immediately succeeding 
the departure of the Rer. A. Jones, St. Thomas's was 
without any settled minister. Bishop White, the 
Reverend Drs. Magaw, Abererombie, and Black« 
well, when convenient, kindly supplied the pulpit 
by turns. Mr. Cato Collins, a very worthy man, 
and highly esteemed, in the absence of a clergy- 
man—acted as Lay Reader, to which office he had 
been previously appointed. 

In the month of June, 1819, Mr. Prince Saun- 
ders, /rom his great popularity among the people, 
bid fiiir for a while to be received as a candidate 
for Holy Orders in the Church. He had common* 
datoiy letters in his possession from persons of high 
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XDSBIL PJiROTT. 


diiliiiotion in LondoD, showiog bow higUjr ha wm 
eitimated there, for his genllemaiily bearing and 
fine Bobolarehip. He was said to be of pure 
African blood| unprepossessing in his external 
appearance, bni of highly polished manners and of 
brilliant parts. He was born in this conntrj, but 
his uncommon brightness, while a youth, drew the 
attention of some influential and wealthy friend, 
who, as an experiment, had him sent to England to 
be educated ; and the proficiency he there made, 
more than met the most sanguine expectations of 
his friends. 

Mr. Saunders serred the church as a Lay Reader 
for scTcral months, and just as he was on the ere 
of being recommended by the Vestry to the Bishop 
as a Candidate for Orders, a grave charge was pre- 
ferred against him from Hayii, which was not 
satisfactorily answered ; and Uie lamentable result 
was, his dismissal from all connexion with the 
Church. 

RU88BL PABOTT. 

January 28th, 1822. Mr.Bussel Parott,areguUr 
communicant member of the church, and a very 
talented young man, was, by a resolution of the 
Yestry— chairman giring the casting rote— taken 
up as a suitable person to be recommended as a 
Candidate for Orders. He was licensed as Lay 
reader by the Bishop in the following month. Bui 
this selection failed to give the general satisfiMtion 
to the congr^tion, desired. Henc^ with a Tiew 
of restoring harmony in the churob, a resolutioa 
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was passed by the Vestry at a regular sUted meet- 
ing, held April 20th, 1822, to release Mr. P— — 
from any further obligation to serre them in the 
capacity of a Reader. This promising young man 
died August 8rd, 1824. As a tribute to his memory, 
a Society, styled the "" Sons of St. Thomas," (two 
others co-operating,) had erected at the head of his 
grarc, now in the church-yard, a monumental slab 
with the following inscription: 


"In this sniT* tedspotltod IIm bo^r of RumI Paratt, a 
of miblMiUfflMd ivpoUtkNi, of per* Boralt, and of maaSiMUd 
fkiy* H« WM, tl Ike Um« of his deoaaM, •ng agad In Um itiidjr 
of DiTinitjr, and a eandidaU for Hoi/ Ordan la tha PiolMtaBt 
Bpiieopnl Chnreli. 

Ha dapartad this Uk Asf . Sid, 1824, agad 83 Taan, 9 mo., 
and 22 da ji. 

Is taatiaoBj of napaat for hit Tirtnaa and hia talants, tKto 
memorial to araetad Vj tha Bona of Si. TlioiBaa, tha Dang Ktan 
of 8i. Thomaa and tiia Famala BapUat Aaatotaaoa Sodatiaa, of 
tha Sntof whloh ho waa a SMnbar, and of tho two oCboisa 
DIraolor. 


RBVERBND8 J. WILTBANK-J. QLOUCBSTEH. 

March 20th, 1822. The Yestry succeeded in ob- 
taining the clerical services of the Ber. James Wilt- 
bank, who continued in the faithful performance of 
his pastoral duties up to the month of February, 
1826, at which time be resigned, and accepted a 
call to the rectorship of St. Mauhow's Church, Fran- 
cisrille. Mr. Wiltbank, at the time of his death, 
was a Chaplain in the U. S. Navy. 

April 26th, 1825. The corporate body of St. 
Thomas's— adhering to the prerading import and 
spirit of their Charter, in their persevering endea* 
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Ton, to seoara if possible, a miniMer of their own 
rtoe— pat foiih another effort in that direction in 
fiivor of the Ber. Jeremiah Gloucester, a colored 
clergyman of the Presbyterian denomination. Bat, 
difficulties were soon thrown in the way by cerUin 
ill-disposed persons, who concocted and preferred 
serious charges against him; whereupon a com* 
mittee was appointed by the Corporation to insti- 
tute an inyestigation of the matter. This inves« 
tigation resulted in an honorable acquittal by the 
Presbytery of which he was a member. The 
Yestry continued in communication with Mr. G., 
up to the month of September following, but with* 
out reaching the desired result^ and so the matter 
ended. 

REV. p. YAN PBLT. 

In the Summer of 1826, the Ber. P. Tan Pelt, a 
Presbyter of South Carolina, and in charge of one 
of the most important Parishes of that Diocese, t&b- 
ited the City of Phihiddphia. During his stsy 
here, he frequently officiated for our people, and 
much to their satisfaction and benefit. Prerious to 
his return to the South, the Vestry of St Thomas's 
Church tendered him a unanimous inriution to 
become their Bect<Nr. Bishop White, Dr. Abor*^ 
orombie, and others of the City Clergy, knowing 
the desire of the congregation to secure his serrices, 
and belicTing that they would be productiTC of 
great good, strongly urged his acceptance of the 
calL To this, regarding it as a duty, he, at length, 
mted ; but| in conssqneoce of preTiouB engage* 


ments at the South, did not enter upon his duties, 
as Bector, until June, 1827. IlaTing been sppointed 
Secretary of the *^ Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society," and editor of its Periodical, he resigned in 
October, 1880. On the eve of separsting, the con- 
gregation, as a testimony of their affectionate regard 
gard, presented him, in addition to other substantial 
memorials, a large and beautiful silver pitcher. 
Mr. Van Pelt was a young gentleman of very pre- 
possessing appearance, fine talents, and oratorical 
powers of a high order. During the three years of 
bis ministrations he was very successful, through 
the divine blessing upon his labors, in promoting 
true and vital godliness among the people of his 
charge. 

In 1829 he presented to Bishop White,y!»rty/o«r 
penoiu for confirmation. The Sunday school rap- 
idly grew in its dimensions, and greatly flourished. 
Its fame spread among the colored peopld of other 
denominations, from*among whom large accessions 
were made to the school, they having at that time 
no Sunday Schools of their own. An organ, for the 
first time, was introduced into the Church, at his 
Boggestion. Mr. Y. P. evidently made an indelible 
impression upon the congregation of St Thomas. 
The elder members of that time have since departed 
this life; but, I never knew them speak of the days 
referred to^ unless in ihe most glowing terms^as 
pleasing reminiscences of the past. And I feel 
confident^ that it is not possible now for me tu intro- 
duce into the pulpit a clergyman more acceptable to 
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our hearert— 6xoopting oor Tanerable and beloved 
Bisbop— ihtn Ibe Be?. P. Yad Pelt, D.D.* 

KBT. J. If. DOTOLASS. 

In Febniarji ISSl, ibe Ber. Jacob M. Doiiglaaa,t 
accepted a call to tbe pastoral cbarge of tbe Cbarob, 
and resigned tbe 17tb of August, 1884. Tbe pre- 
sent inoambent assumed tbe said post of duty Sep- 
tember 17tb of tbe same jear. 

Mr. J. M. Doaglass was uniyersallj beloved for 
bis snavitj of mannen^ bis eveness of temper, bis 
kindly affections, bis concern for tbe poor and 
needy, and for bis earnest, impressive and patbetio 
disconrses. He was evidently a man of tbat peon* 
liar temperament 'wbiob enabled bim, under God, 
to calm tbe waters of strife and confusion tbat migbl 
tbreaten to make inroads upon tbe peace and godly 
quietness of tbe flock. For at tbe time of bis res- 
ignation, tbe perfect unanimity, peace, barmony 
and concord tbat universally prevailed in tbe 
Cburcb, marked tbe period as a bappy era in its 
liistory, contrasted witb tbe stormy days of tbe 
past. Tbe present Bector, as be tben witb mucb 
fear and trembling entered upon tbe solemn duties 
of bis station, baving learned tbat tbis was tbe state 
of aifiurs among bis people, sensibly felt tbe sootb- 

• 

* Dr. Taa Mt, It tl this daU, Fkofeifor of OrfonUl Luigv- 
sgM ia llMTlMolofiMd Depaiiaait of BoHliigUni CoU«g«, If. J., 
and SMNlafx of tkt " Bmi4 of MlMlnM of 11m PMtiitttil ^pli« 
•optl Ckank In tlM UalM 8lat« of JUMrita." 

t Hs if new (JHl) Bstlsr sf iJsn Ckmnik, PlrfladslpMa. 
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ing effect of tbe truth embodied in tbe beautiful 
line: 

** H« iMBptn tkt wlad to tkt tbon UbK'* 


Having now arrived at tbe proposed end of a 
pleasant journey, and sketcbed, as we passed along, 
the history of St. Thomas's Church, through succes- 
sive scenes of light and shadows, up to the date of 
our earliest pastoral connection thereto^ we consider 
this a proper point from which to offer a few words 
to our parishioners, inciting gratitude for the pas^ 
hope and seal for the ftiture. 

At this interesting period of time, a goodly 
number of those who witnessed the first opening 
services of this church, were still on the stage of 
action, still striving together with their wonted 
leal for tbe interest of their beloved Zion, though 
fhst ripening for the grave, as their hoary locks 
proclaimed. The affectionate recollection of them 
is still so fresh upon my mind, that I fiincy them 
all to be now present before me, listening to the fol- 
lowing address to their successors. 

^Mt bblotbd BBvniBBir :— In Uking only a 
slight survey of the inheriUnce that has come 
down to us through the toils and labora of our 
venerable predecessors, we are instinctively led to 
qrmpathise with the Psalmist, and with grateful 
emotions exclaim—*' Tub lines abb fallbn uuto 

VB UK PLBA8 HIT PLAOBS ; TBA, WB HAVE A OOODLT 
BBBITAOB." 

I would have you to mark well tbe following 
iMguage used by the founders of this obuioh: 

IB 
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•• Being desiront," they wy, •• of aTOiding all ap- 
pearanoe of eril by self-conoeitedneM, or an intenl 
to promote, or establish any now human doTioe, 
they entered into, and established an orderly, 
ehristian-like goremment and order of former 
usage in the Church of Christ.'' They desired 
nothing more or loss than to become a branch of 
the one Holy. Catholic, and Apostolic " Church ; in 
which the pure word of God is preached, and the 
sacraments duly ministered according to Christ's 
ordinance, in all those things thst of necessity are 
requisite to the same." For this exhibition of 
practical wisdom on their psrt, we should rejoice, 
and be thankful. It is not the boast of St Thomas, 
thsl the msss of our people has hitherto been won 
to her sUndard. Yet it cannot be successfully 
denied, thsl she has exerted a powerful influence 
for good, among other denominations of her 
brtthren, since orgsnized into religious bodies. 
Whaterer of taste, order and intelligence be now 
discoTcred among the rarious colored churches 
here, msy in a great degree bo traced to the stlmu- 
lating influence of St Thomas's. She stood alone, at 
one time, in faror of the education of the ministry 
and people. But a farorable change is now uniyer- 
sally taking place. She was once spoken of in 
disparaging terms on account of her care for dean- 
liness and decency in the house of worship, her 
carpeted aisles, her pews and organ. Bui now, she 
is closely imitoted in all these respects. I repeal, 
thai it is not our boast that the mass hare flocked 
to eur Zk)«. The time bss not yet arrired. It 


should be remembered, that though our people are 
rapidly improring; tliey are not yet fully dereloped. 
Our sober, rational, and inimitable derotional ser* 
vice, the Lessons, Epistles, and Gospels statedly 
read, are what they actually need in cnder to raise 
them to the dignity of intelligent christians ; bttt| 
they are not as yet generally prepared to appreci- 
ate them, owing to their early prepossessions. But 
the day is at hand, when, from prerious intellectual 
training, the rising generation will be fully oompe- 
tent, and erery way disposed, to investigate matters 
closely. They will no longer be gorerned, as too 
many of their elders are now, by superstitious 
notions, false premises, and illogical conclusions. 
They will become honest and candid searchera 
after the truth. Then, the time will hare arrired 
for St Thomas' to arise in her strength, and make 
an aggressive moTcment — to challenge her brethren 
of other names to compare notes with her in regard 
to the basis of their ecclesiastical structures. It 
may be replied, that, iu order to make aggressions, 
it is necessary to be armed with pecuniary strength, 
as well as spiritual vigor. Very true; but our 
reference is to future operations. At present, she 
looks occasionally to Head-quarters for material 
reinforcements, and I am happy to say, that she 
looks not in vain. But this is regarded as a tem- 
porary, not a fixed policy. Take a leisure walk| 
about the outer courts of your Zion ; *' mark well 
her bulwarks ;" see the masked batteries^ ready to 
open and do good execution in the future. Sixty 
years ago, your church ediflos^ stood on the out. 
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•kirtfl of tb6 Citj. The tireeUi in the immediiito 
Tidnity wera nnptyed; the hoases for the most 
part| were firame buildings. Al a muoh more 
reoent date, when I first entered upon mj pastoral 
daties here, now twenty seren years sinoe^ the old 
gloomy walls of the Prison, oast their shadows 
ronnd abont. Bat how is it now 1 The prison walls 
hare given plaoo to a square of elegant mansions. 
In the west, yon see the Athenieum, towering in 
tall and grand proportions. In close proximity 
North, a pile of stately law buildings has been 
erected. Within a square or so, stand the Court 
Houses, Custom Ilouse, Post Office, and Exchange. 
Need I speak of the enhanced ralue of this pro- 
perty. It is patent to all. Our prodecessors, in 
selecting this spot^ may be compared to a prudent 
and noble-hearted man, who, places an inconsider- 
able amount at interest, to accumulate for after 
generations. The present Yalue is now, at least, 
fire-fold more than the first investment And it 
b evidently. for a wise and good purpose. Divine 
Providence never blesses us with superior gids, of 
any kind, to be buried, or, merely to minister to 
our personal ease and pleasure; but, to be used for 
the advancement of his cause in our day and gene* 
ration, and for the good of those who shall coma 
after us. Here then is a capital— judiciously man* 
aged — which will enable you at some favorable 
period in the future^ either to erect or purchase a 
commodious house of worship in some other 
kcali^, more convenient to the people than the 
presenl m% have a home for the aged poor of the 
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church, and besides, a surplus at interest, sufficient 
to sustain the Parish, respectably. When thb work 
IS accomplished, you will then be in a condition to 
go vigorously forward to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty, not only here^ but in other, 
and more destitute pUcm. And may God, in his 
own good ttm^ usher in that gtorioos day. 
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APPENDIX. 


OUTLIIfB 8CBTCH OF TIIB BtnLDIVO. 

The Charcb Edifice of St Thomas, 18 ntoated al 
the S. W. corner of Fifth and Adelphi streeta. Its 
front ia on Fifth street It ia a aabalantial brick 
bailding; 40 feet in width, and 60 feet in length- 
height in proportion. 

Ita entrance ia by a flight of aeren marble atepa 
extending north and south, nine feet 

The present style of the Charch in its interior, is 
widely different from the former. The Polpit and 
Beading Dcak formerly atood at the north aide of 
the building. 

A sounding board was then seen suspended from 
the ceiling over the Pulpit, similar to the one atill 
remaining it St Peter'a Church of thia city. 

The Orchestra was on the south side, connected 
with the gallery in the east and wcat 

The Pewa of St Peter's Church, with their high 
perpendicular backs^ were models from which those 
of St Thomas' were constructed. 

There were two aialea running east and weat, 
leading from the front door in the east, to the back 
door in the weat, thence into the church yard. 

One third of the Baaement waa fitted up for a 
Lecture Boom and Sunday School ; while the re- 
maining two thirda were rented out for atorage. 
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The floor, in remodeling, was raised 8 feet» 
making the Iieciare Boom the same sise of the body 
• of the church. 

The Pulpit, Beading Desk, and Chancel, now stand 
in the west; book of which is a recess 14 feet in 
height, and in width 14 feet, extending west 10 feet. 
This recesslerids into the Vestry Boom below — di- 
mensions 10 feet by 10. On the upper line of the 
recess in front, is an entablature supported by two 
pilasters and two fluted columns, on the firiese of 
which, is inscribed in golden letters:— 

"HOLINXSS BICOVJETH THIKB IIOUBB, LORU^ 

rORBTBR.** 

The Oiohestra now stands in the east, connected 
with the gallery on the north and south side. 

The Pews were all modernized, and made of new 
materials. 

The aisles run in the same direction as before, 
but admit of no egress as formerly into the church 
yard. 

The altering of the church commenced August 
6th, 1839, and was completed December of the same 
year, at a cost of $8600. 

The Yestry, in the mean time, hired a large room 
in Pear street^ between Third aud Dock streets 
where Dirine Worship was regularly eelobratod. 

The introduction of gas, with fixtures, heaterp, 
painting, glaaing, Itc, was attended with an addi- 
rional ooit of $719.60. Total, $4JI19.60. 
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Smammi Claikiov.' 
AirraovT Caiv, 
Fbavcm PBn% 
JoBv MAmiw^ 
Pima RicHwovis 
Tmmai CuktawMf 
JoBjr Domra, 


1834. 

AntAUAU WlUfAMi^ 
WiLUAM jKPFiatOV, 

Rdsr. C. OoiMv, Jrn^ 

JaUU C. UhTTUMfnf 

Joutra P. CoLi^ 

*Jamw» Kbbdbak, 

Row. C. OoBBoir, Sa., Tasis. 

R»BT. B. Arna, 

Wnxn K . Fowui^ 

*J JMivA RaemM. 

1885. 


Javii Jonrioir, / 
BoLOMOv Clabbmv— 8m. 
AnwMiT Caiv, 
FsAvotf Pim^ 
Jamm WonEM, Sb., 
Pim RioiMoiio^ 
taoMAB Cbawogs, 8a., 
Jonr Dorfiiii^ 

Cato 


AnmAaAx WiuiAn^ 
*8ai*to Sbwbuii 

JORV UATraBWi^ 

Ron. C GoBDov, 8b., 
*Jmb. Baomr, 
Fbbdbbicx a. HmoB, 

BlBKin. SVUTAV, «* 

RoBT. B. Atbbi, 
Saiil. C HoicBin^ 
JoBv Allbv. 
CouniB— Clerk. 


CBRTIFICATB OF CON8BCRATI02V. 

** The Bcctor, Wardens, and Vestrymen of St. 
Tbomss*s Church, Philadelphia, PhiladoIphU county, 
Pennsylvania, having requested me to consecrate 
Rod set apart the House of Worship, lately lepaiied, 
and renewed, in, and for, said Parish— 
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GBBTiriCATB OF COITSBORATIOK. 


Be it known, that on this 20th day of Decemberi 
in the year of oar Lord, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirtj-nine, with the rites and solemnities 
prescribed, I have consecrated and set apart the 
said House of worship ; separating it henceforth 
from all unhallowed, ordinary and common uses, 
and dedicating it to the serYice of the Eternal Qod, 
for reading Uis holy word, for celebrating His holy 
sacraments, for oflferiiig to His glorious Majesty, 
the sacrifices of prayer and thanksgiving, for bless* 
ing His people in Uis name, and for the perform- 
ance of all other holy offices, through Josus Oh rist, our 
blessed Lord and Savior, and according to the rites 
and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the Unitod States of America. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and seal, and delivered this instrument at 

Philadelphia, this said 20th day of December, in 

the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 

and thirty-nine, and in the thirteenth year of my 

consecration. 

H. U. ONDERDONK, 

JUiihep ff the Pni. S^nt. Ckwxh in Ptim^ylvania. 

lOAflOlfB OF SPECIAL INTBRBST IN SPIRITUAL 1IATTBR8. 

The intervening period between the years of 
18S9, and 1849, was marked with an unusual 
degree of spiritual interest among the congregation. 

We would not, however, bo understood as inti- 
mating here, that during all this time, no disturbing 
dementi were at work— no ripples npon the sea 
oaosing fear of disaster to oar little bark in her 
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progress ; but^ the results for evil were not of so 
serious a character, as to demand special record. 
The moral of the whole, was only an additional 
lesson against the folly of expecting, in this disci- 
plinary state, an unbroken series of either sunshine 
or clouds. 

But as aforesaid, the greater portion of this 
decade was characterized by the turning of a 
goodly number from the paths of guilt, shame, and 
folly, into the ways of wisdom, righteousness, and 
peace. The Spirit of the Lord, breathed upon the 
dry bones, disposing many to stond up, go forward 
to the standard, and enlist under the banner of 
Christ, to fight against sin, the worid, the flesh and 
Satan. Some of them are still with us manfully 
struggling against the powers of darkness; a few 
have halted by the wayside, while a large number 
of them have been conveyed, we trust, to the 
Paradise of God, joyfully waiting for the Pealization 
of the opening glories of the resurrection morning. 

In reviewing the list of Confirmations in those 
years spoken of, we find a far greater number 
recorded, than we have for the same space of time 
that preceded them. 

In the year 1840, there were 17 persons con- 
firmed— in 1841, 11— in 1842, 24— in lt>48, 21— 
in .1844, 11— in 1846, 11— in 1848, 10— total, 125. 

POTmoif TO THE SPI8C0PAL COmTENTION W 1S49. 

The Vestry of St Thomas', with the view of 
having their silence in regard to a certain tkupo- 
RART regulation, agreed to by their predecessors, 
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00 longer oonitnied iuio pftatira Aoqaicfloenoo; 
and desiring Ibe whole responsibility of its ooniin- 
nmiee-^hould il be oontinned— lo reel alone npon 
legisIatiTe power and aatboritj ; respeotftill j sab- 
mitled the following Petition to the Oonrention of 
ibe ProtesUnt EpijMopal Chnrob, held in St 
Andrew's Ghnrch, Philadelpbis, May, 1849. 

To the Bishop, Qergy, snd Uity of the Protest- 
snt Episcopal Chnroh in the Sute of Pennsylvania, 
in Oonrention sssembled : 

The Petition of the Yestry of St Thomas's 
African Protestant Episcopal Oharoh, by the Minis- 
ter and Choroh Wardens, respectfully representa:— 
That the aforesaid Chnroh, having been dnly organ- 
ised and constituted a body politic according to 
the laws of the Oommonwealth, and having con- 
formed to the doctrines, discipline, and worship of 
the Ohnrofa for more than half a centnry, to this 
day stands, nnaoknowledged, as a branch of the 
Ohnrch in her representative capacity. Yonr 
petitioners further represent, that they are Ailly 
convinced of the superior adaptedness of our 
Church to the wanta of the people represented by 
them, and that ita having failed to command a more 
^universal acceptance among them, is owing, mors 
than any thing else, to the anomalous and undigni- 
fied position we occupy, famishing as it does, 
ground of no little discontent within, and of muoh 
deriding from without We tlierefore pray your 
honorable body to repeal the 8th regulation which 
prohibita the aforesaid church iVom being repre* 
seated in the Oonvcnaoo. All of which is bmsI 
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lespeotfhlly submitted to the consideration of your 
honorable body. 

Signed in behalf of the Vestry of St lliomaa^s 
Church, in the city of Philadelphia, May, 1849. 

WM. DOUGLASS^ Beehr. 


Jaxis Nkkdhav, ) i» , 
JN0.L.HAIIT, '\Warimi 


FBTrriON RBFBRRED TO A COMMITTBB. 

** This Petition was presented by the Bev. Mr. J. 
Douglas^ who submitted the following resolution: 

BasoLTED^ That the eighth revised reguhtion of 
the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Pennsylvania, be rescinded." 

Thursday, May 17th. "« Mr. AUibone moved to 
Uy the resolution upon the table, which was 
carried" 

Friday, May 18th. *'Tho Bev. Mr. Montgomeiy 
submitted the ensuing resolution, vis.: 

Bksolvsd, That the petition of the African 
Church of St Thomas, to have the eighth revised 
regulation rescinded, be taken up and referred to a 
committee of five, with instructions, to report 
thereupon st the next Convention." 

"The Convention proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution oflbred by the Bev. Mr. Mont- 
gomery, and it was adopted. 

The committee sppointed were, the Bev. Messrs. 

Montgomery, Hare and Brack, and Messrs. 0. M. 

Wharton and T. Wagner." 
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Phikdelphia, May 28d, I860. 

Thursday^ 6 o'olook P. M. 

••The Honaa proceeded with the special order of 
the day, fixed for thii afterooon, and Mr. O. M. 
Wharton, from the special committee, on the sob- 
ject of the African Oharch, presented the ro^ority 
•• Report,'* as follows : 

••The Special Committee, to whom, at the last 
Convention, was referred the Petition of the African 
Chufch of St. Thoma% to have the Eighth lievised 
Begalation of this Convention rescinded, beg leave 

to Boport— 

The Eighth Revised Regulation was adopted in 
Jane, 1796, and declares, that the African Church 
of St. Thomas, is not entitled to send a Clergyman 
or Deputies to the Convention, or to interfere with 
the general government of the Church— this oondi- 
tion having been made, as is recited, in considera- 
tion of the peculiar oircumsUnces of such Church 
at that period— and in 1848 it was further declared 
by the Convention, that no Church in this Diocese, 
in like peculiar circumstances with the African 
Church of St. Thomas. shaU be entitled to send a 
Clergyman or Deputies to the ConvenUon, or to 
interfeie with the general government of the 

Church. 

It appears that about two years before A. V. 
1796, the Churoh of St. Thomas was organised by 
ceruin residents of the City of Philadelphia, who 
were Africans^ or descendanto of Africans, and were 
either members or attached to the doctrines and 
disoipUae of the Church; and who^ moreover, de- 
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sired to worship Ood in accordance with her forms 
and ceremonies, and to submit themselves, as a 
congregation to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the 
Diocese. They seem to have been recognised by 
the Standing Committee and Council of Advice^ 
and, perhaps, by the Convention, as a regular eon- 
grogation : and had it not been for *' peculiar cir* 
cumstance^'' would doubtless have been placed on 
the same footing with the other congregations of 
our Church. The members of St. Thomas's were 
desirous of having one of their own color to minis- 
ter among them, and made application to the Bishop 
and Standing Committee for their approval of the 
selection of Absalom Joncs^ a black man, as their 
Clergyman, and solicited his ordination — at the 
same time^ requesting a dispensation in his case, 
from certain literary qualifications enjoined by 
Canon as prerequisites. The matter was brought 
before the Convention of the Diocese, and that 
body agreed to the dispensation which had been 
requested, and to the recommendation of Mr. 
Jones for Holy Orders; but, together with a re- 
solution to that effiwt, passed as a proviso^ what 
is now denominated the Eighth Revised Regulation. 
The Vestry of St. Thomas's Church, by a formal 
aot, assented to the restriction-— and some other 
stipulations prescribed by the Bishop and Standing 
Committee being acceded to^ Absalom Jones was 
ordained, and beoame the settled minister of that 
Church. 

It may be remarked, that this arrangement was 
evidently a eompaot entered into^ with the view, on 
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Ibe part of the African oongwgatian, of aeoaring 
the ordination of one of ibeir own people \ and 
might fairly be presaed, by thote who are djspoaed 
to reat their exclusion on technical grpundsi aa a 
itrong argument for holding the applicanU atrloUy 
to the terms of the original contract 

The " peculiar circumstances" referred to in ihe 
ProTiso, are not suted anywhere on ihe face of the 
Journal of the Oonrention. They may be gathered, 
howcTcr, from the records of the Sunding Oom- 
mitteci and of the Church in question, and were 
probably the following: the color and other phy- 
sical properties of the parUes, their political and 
social condition— their defecU of education and 
cultiTation— and their consequent unBtncas, from 
nil these causes, for the situation of legislators and 
rulers in the Church planted in Pennsylvanirt. 
This unfitness seems to hare been conceded all 
h>nnd; and it does.not appear, that in recognising 
and acting upon it, it occurred to our first Diocesan, 
• or to any of the Qergy or Laity who acted with 
him in the exclusion of the members of St. Thomas's 
congregation, from a participation in the general 
gorernment of the Churoh, that they were rioUting 
any principle of that diYinely. constituted body 
which they were so eamcatly Ubouring to extend. 

It may be, that another circumstance, thought to 
be "peculiar" in this particular congregation, was 
the fact, that its Constitution excluded all persons 
but Afrioana, and the desoendanU of Africans, from 
membership or firom holding ofltot therein. There 
was no txoeptkm milder with fcppeot to the rector 
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or minister. This exclusive feature in their organ- 
isation as a parish, no doubt constitutes a distinction 
between it and any other in the Diocese, known to 
the undersigned — and would furnish a plauaible 
argument for refusing to its delegates a seat in this 
legislative body, all of whose other members repre- 
sent parishes whose Charters or Articles of Asso- 
ciation do not profess to confine membership to 
any particular tribe of mankind. The Committee, 
however, aro not disposed to place their conclusions 
upon any narrow basis— particularly one which 
would not be applicable to other colored congrega- 
tions adopting a form of Charter aimilar to that 
usually selected by our parishes. 

The main ground on which the repeal of the 
Begulation is placed by the advocates of that mea- 
sure, seems to be, that its continuance is a violation 
of Christian kindness and courtesy — that it deprives 
the colored race of a portion of their' spiritual 
privileges, and is an infringement of their inherent 
right as Christians to participate in the government 
of the Church. The Committee, on the other hand, 
regard the Regulation as but theexeroise of a clear 
power of so iVaming the lay representation of the 
Churoh as most to conduce to its general good— 
as having no concern with the spiritual privileges 
of the members of Christ's Churoh— and as founded 
upon a recognition of the manifest truth, that par- 
ticipation in the legislative power of the Churoh is 
but a qualified, and not an absolute right 

In matters of government, where the good of 

numbeis is ooneemed, and where not 
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bat the poblio, ore chiefly regarded, there can be 
no Tiolation of coartesy or kindDees in withholding 
what may be thought of particnlar advantage to 
some peraoni^ if its conceaaion may prove generally 
detrimental The repreeentativea of a community 
have^ in such a caae^ no right to yield to pereonal 
consideratioM what a stern regard for the common 
wdfiure may demand to be retained — and are not 
invested with that wide discretion in the exercise 
of their charities or feelings, which may safely be 
conceded to individuals. If the circumstances of 
our condition, social and political, are such as to 
render the change desired by the petitioners a 
disastrous, or even a dangerous one^ ^very wise 
and reflecting man will pause, before he permits 
himself, as a legislator, to be swayed by mere 
appeals to his sympathies, while his reason and his 
judgment remain unconvinced. 

It is freely admitted, that no considerations of 
mere expediency can legitimately be weighed in 
the discussion of a question of right, or can be used 
as an argument for the violation of the least even 
of the high and awful privileges which appertain to 
all the members of the Christian flock. The great 
point, however, in this matter, which the advocates 
of the petition are bound to maintain, and which 
they have entirely failed to demonstrate^ is, that 
the right to a seat in this Convention, as the repre- 
sentative body of tiie Church in Pennsyl^aaiAf i^n^ 
as the Convocation of her Clergy, is any one of the 
spiritual privileges^ which, by baptism or ordina- 
ticsi as the ease may be, have been confimed upon 


her members. Those spiritual privilages which 
flow from being children of God, members of 
Christ, and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
are, fortunately, neither conferred nor increased by 
membership in this body— nor can they be impaired 
or hindered by absence or exclusion from it Thej 
do not depend upon tiie arrangements or the votes 
of men— they are of divine appointment and regu* 
Iation--existed long before representative Conven* 
tions, such as the present, originated — are the 
individual immunities and comforts of the foithful, 
without distinction of color, sex, age or nation; 
and are to be found as untrammelled and unim- 
paired among the worthy members of the African 
Church of St Thomas^ as among those of any of 
the Parishes in union with us. The sanctified 
water of baptism; the laying on of the Bishop*s 
hands in the Apostolic Bite of Confirmation ; and 
the Holy Communion of the Body anfl Blood of 
their crucified Lord; are the Charters of tiieir 
spiritual privilegci^ to which the darkest of the 
children of Africa among ns^ may point witii as 
high a confidence, and as bright a hope^ as any of 
their white brethren. 

The Committee suppose it to be held by all 
Churohmen, that the constitutbn of the Christian 
Church is not of human invention, but of divine 
origin ; and is founded upon the plenary grant of 
power by tiie Saviour to his chosen Disciples. 
They believe that in discharging their high com- 
mission, those holy men were guided in their work 
by the inspiration of the Spirit of Ood. The Apes- 
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ilea seem to hA7e laid down no fixed form m the 
odIj model of a Ooanoil of the Church, for want of 
an exact conformity to which, the proceedings of 
an/ attempted Synod are to be considered void. 
The distinct features of Apostles, Elders and 
Brethren are clearly dcTeloped— and as dearlyi 
the higher prerogatire of the Apostles and Elders 
orer the others^ in the administration of the affiiirs 
of the Oharch. Doubtless, the inherent power of 
legislation under the Apostolic Commission, is 
Tested in the chief pastors of the Flock alone; and 
the joint action of the inferior Clergy, and of the 
Laity, is invoked and invited by their Bishops, on 
* the ground of mere expediency, and is to be treated 
as a concession on the part of the hitter. This is a 
ground, however, amply sufficient and certain for 
all of 11% inasmuch as direct Apostolic precedent is 
fiimished for its support. 

It' appears in the record of the first Council, that 
St Paul and Barnabas^ and certain others^ went up 
from Antioch to Jerusalem, unto '*the Apostles 
and Elders^'' about a disputed question, touching 
the salvation of Gentile converts. It was ''the 
Apostles and Elders who came together to consider 
of this matter," and the sacred record implicit that 
''the much disputing" was confined to them; while 
it distinctly stetes, that the authoritative judgment 
was pronounced by one of the Apostolic College. 
The whole body of the Church, then present in 
Jerusalem, seem undoubtedly to have been con* 
•oiled, and to have signified their satis&otion with 
the iSDteaoe promulgated by St James. And yet 


it is as undoubted a fact, that the brethren of An* 
ttoch, who were directly interested in the question 
to be decided, were not personally present in the 
Council at Jerusalem, nor do they seem to have 
been represented there by delegates forming a con* 
stitaent portion of that Assembly. The Committee 
do not perceive in the Scriptural account of this 
celebrated Synod, any model pattern of a repiesen* 
tative assembly of the Church. 

Turning to times but a little later, we perceive 
that a somewhat different Constitution of Church 
Councik is presented, the right to a seat being 
apparently confined to the highest order of the 
Clergy, and the participation of the Laity alto- 
gether dispensed with. The long practice of the 
Christian Church, in perhaps every branch of it, 
may fairly be considered as demonstrating, that the 
introduction of laymen into Churoh government i% 
by no means, the consequence of any absolute 
right; and even the practice of our own branch of 
the Church, which hai^ beyond all others^ the most 
clearly affirmed the privilege of the Laity to be- 
come a component part of her legislative authority, 
as conclusively proves this right to be the subject 
of condition and reguktion. Witness our positive 
Canon LaW; which has limited the number of lay 
deputies, and prescribed their qualifications as wor- 
shippers in the parish which they may represent— 
and indeed, treats the. whole sutgect as one alto- 
gether within the discretionary control of the 
Chureh herselC 

Bo, too^ with regard to ibe body of the Olonnr* 
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Their ptrtioipation ia Charoh goTernment •eems to 
hA70 been eqaallj under regulation wiib that of 
their Ley brethren. In those early Councila whieh 
our Churob has always regarded as oeoumenieal, 
and whose acts she has oonsequently reoognized as 
autboritatire^ the Bishops alone took their seats. 
The Canon of the Great Oounctl of Nice, as well 
as the Apostolic Ganon which proyides for the 
assembling of Gouncils and Synods, as a means of 
presenring unity and peace, required Ihe BUhopi of 
the ProTince to meet together and settle the cede* 
siastical controrersies which might have occurred. 
If we turn to our Mother Churob of England, which 
may, by some, be considered the nearest and safest 
guUle for ourselves^to say nothing of the absolute 
exclusion of the Laity from her Church Councils 
proper,) we find that her ConTOcations consisted 
but in part of those who sat by virtue of their 
order; while the others attended as chosen repre- 
sentatives of the body of the Priesthood. And it 
is'perfidctly familiar to all of us, that a large portion 
of our own Clergy, inferior to none of their brethren 
in learning and experience, full Presbytersi and 
above all personal exception, are excluded from a 
voice and a seat here, under the exercise of a 
power, whidh| unless it be lawful, is uncatholic^ 
gnmij despotic and unjust. 

If the considerations which the Committee have 
presented, be well founded, t)ie admission or rqec- 
tion of the Clergymen and deputies from the African 
Ohurdh— and the throwing open of the doors of this 
Ooovention to others similarly circumstanced, be* 


comes a question of mere expediency, to be decided 
according to each one's views of the edifying or 
hurtful consequences of the act Our legislation 
ahould be for the good of the Church, and to 
secure, so far as our judgments can do so, her 
prosperity and advancement. And let us ask, can 
there be a doubly with dispassionate persons, as to 
the incompetcDoy of the parties in question, for the 
poet of advisers and legislators in the concerns of 
this portion of the American Church ? Are they 
qualified for it, either by education, cultivation, or 
social position 7 Would their decisions and acts 
carry with them aught of the moral influence which 
IS so desirable an attendant upon the decrees of 
authority ? Are members of this House fully and 
sincerely prepared to receive the proposed new 
comers in such way as to exhibit in nothing, a die* 
tinction between them and others on the floor; and 
are they not fearful of betraying, in even the slight- 
est degree, a feeling indicative of the absence of 
that entire equality and confraternity, which should 
mark the intercourse of the members of such an 
assemblage as this? Is there no reason to appre- 
hend that heart-burning or jealousy will spring up 
from imagined, perhaps actual slights, induced by 
the unconquerable aversion, in many, to the ad- 
mixture of races physically so diverse and separate, 
as the black and the white? Gentlemen must 
answer these questions, and many more such, 
satisfactorily, before they can grant the prayer of 
the Petition. 
It is believed that the agitation of this proposal 
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would not haya arisen from the spontanaona action 
of the parties themselves, and that there is no 
general, natoral feeling among them, of snppoeed 
wrong or oppression. For more than half a oeH* 
tnr/i the Chnrch in Pennsylvania has been at resl 
on this point— qnietl/ pursning her way, nndis- 
tnrbed by the contesU which hare had their rise in 
the unfortunate infusion into our population, of the 
children of Africa. Providence, ages ago, had 
planted them in another quarter of the globe ; in 
one perhaps specially designed for their inhsbita* 
tion. It ia not known to the Committee, that the 
voluntary migration of these tribes from their 
original seats has ever darkened the shores of other 
hnds-^but the hands of cruel and mercenary men 
tore them unwillingly from their homes^ and more 
genial clime, and rudely transferred them to a dis- 
tant Oontinenti there to grow and to multiply as 
the mere bondmen and serfs of another race. Their 
position with us may well be considered as an error 
bei— and tlie retributive justice of the Almighty, 
for the inceptive wrong of their original subjection, 
seems to have travelled with them as a moral 
plague^ and to have rendered their presence the 
oonstant source of disturbance and evil. Fsr be it 
from the Committee to undervalue the sufferings of 
this portion of their fellow^men, to extenuate the 
wrongs done to thom, or to add a feather's weight 
to the depression resting upon them. On the con« 
trary, they are earnesi to recognise, in the fliUesI 
extent, the obligation upon the whites to exert, in 
behalf of their cokned brethren, the broadest extent 


of protection and comfort — to regard them as in a 
state of tutelage, and as especially committed by a 
common Father, to their kindness and considera« 
tion, and particularly do they feel the duty of being 
actuated in «all their dealings with them, by the 
most large-hearted charity. But they consider it 
a most signal error, to break down every barrier 
which instinctive nature has reared in the path of 
free intercourse ; and they are of opinion, that the 
misjudged, though well meant effort to place them 
on this floor, will conduce to their eventual injury. 
The Committee deprecate now, and in the fUture, 
the agitation of this question. We all know how 
sensitive the public mind is, throughout every part 
of our wide country, with respect to the colored 
race ; and we see no prospect of this sensitiveness 
being eradicated. The main topic has fearfully 
convulsed the political union of our Bepublic, and 
has broken the bonds which had previotisly con* 
nected some denominations of Christians. Our 
branch of the Church has thus &r been protected 
from any considerable excitement upon this head- 
yet it requires but a moderate share of sagacity to 
perceive, how the pushing of the proposed change 
to its legitimate results may endanger the perma- 
nence of our ecclesiastical organization as an Ame- 
rican Church of United Dioceses. Fortunately, the 
Divine Constitution of the Body of Christ preserves 
the essential unity of that holy fellowship, in spite 
of every merely social convulsion. And yet no 
true friend of the Church, but would regret the 

rude sundering of those ties of outward communion, 
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wbidh oonduoo so materially lo the inflaenoe and 

Ibe dignity of the sptritaal body itaelC Serioaa 

indeed aeema ibe responsibility of oomroenoing a 

series of measnres wbiob may tend lo snob disss- 

irons oonseqnenoes ; and ibe Oommitteei tbereforet 

wonid gladly see ibis wbole matter Uid permanently 

and qnietly at resi| by a deoided and expressive 

Yote of ibe Oonyention,*wbere fifty years of nni- 

Tarsal acquiesoenoe bas placed it Gladly wonld 

ibey see ibe wise arrangement, sanctioned by ibe 

prndeni apprebeesion of Bisbop Wbite and bis 

coadjutors in ibe work of framing oor ocolosiasiioal 

Oonsiitation, continoe unbroken and undisturbed ; 

and ibey accordiegly submit ibe foUowiog Besolu- 

lion as expressive of ibeir views. 

Jtmlved, Thai ii is inexpedieni to repeal ibe 

Bigbib Bevised BeguUiion, and tbai ibe Commit* 

lee be disobarged from ibe furtber consideration of 

Ihe subject 

O. M. Whabtok, 

Chas. Buck, 

Tobias Waobbb, 

PAib.,J/ay21,A.D.1860. 

lUNOEITY UFOET ON PBHTION IN ISftC. 

'^ Tbe undersigned, a minoriiy of ibe Oommittee 
appointed at tbe last Convention of tbe Diooesei 
lo consider ibe petition of tbe cburcb of St Tbomas 
in ibis oily, for the repeal of the eighth revised 
regulaiioni report, ibat in their opinion, the manner 
and matter of ibe petition entitle ii to serious and 
tespeolftil eoasideralioii. 


It appears from ibe records of St Thomas's 
Chnrchi (though the minutes of the standing com- 
mittee do not show it, which however about tbe 
lime reftised to bear evidence, being very imper- 
ftct) that at a meeting of the stonding oommittee 
and Council of Advice of ibis Diocese^ held Sep- 
lember 9th, 1794, ''the Bt Bev. Bishop White Uid 
before the Council, tbe Constitution of the African 
Church of St Thomas, a congregation of the people 
ofcolor, who having lately erected a building for 
the public worship of God, do now, in consequence 
of free and mature deliberation, propose and 
request to be associated with the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, and, in partic- 
ular, to commit all their ecclesiastical affiiirs to the 
rule and authority of the Bishop and Church in 
ibis State.** 

The Bishop and Council, being pleased with the 
above application, and willing to accepi-the terms 
*< therein,'' it was Bbsolvbd^ and declared there- 
fore, ibat, as soon as tbe Trustees or Deputies of 
the said congregation, being duly authorized, shall 
sign the Act of Association of the Church in this 
States ibey shall be entitled to all the privileges of 
the other congr^tions of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ; agreed, thai Dr. Samuel Magaw and Dr. 
Bobcrl Blackwcll, be a Committee to meet ibe 
Trustees or DtfpuUcs of the African Church, and 
see Ibem ratify the Act of Association. 

(Signed,) SAMUEL MAGAW, 
A nmnber ^ ih$ Council 
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It appears also, from the records referred to, that» 
at a meeting of the Standing Committee, held Oct 
28d, 1794, an address or letter lo the Bishop and 
Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Chnroh in PhiU* 
delphia, from the Trustees and other Bepresenta- 
tiTes of the Congregation of the African Chnrch, 
BOW called St Thomas*s Church, of Philadelphiai 
was laid before the Council, communicated through 
the hands of the Bishop, representing, among other 
things, that it would be expedient to hare among 
themselTcs a pious and duly qualified man of oolor, 
to discharge the Amotions of a minister, and recom« 
Inending for the said purpose as a candidate, Absa« 
lom Jones, a man of good report and godly conver- 
sation. 

Whereupon, the Council being heartily disposed 
to faTor the address and application as aboTC, and 
entirely satisfied, as far as doth to them appear, oi 
the' moral and religious character of the. person 
recommended, do agree in opinion and respectfVilIy 
adrise, that the most reguhr mode of proceeding, is 
for the Bishop to give his sanction and approbation 
to Absalom Jones, to officiate as a reader of Divine 
Service, Ac^ in the said Church, and a candidate for 
Deacon's Orders, till the meeting of the Convention 
of the Church in this State; the 7th Canon, ratified 
in Oeiieral Convention, requiring with regard to 
learning of those who are to be ordained, *' Thai 
the requisition of an acquaintance with Latin and 
Oreeki is only to be dispensed with by two-thirds 
of the Convention of the Sute to which the candi- 
date beloDgi^ aod for good causes moving iheretOb'* 
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Now in the former part of ibis *< address and 
application" laid before the Standing CommitteCi 
and received by them with favor, occur the follow 
ing statements— "On Tuesday, August 12th, 1794^ 
al a special meeting held for the purpose, the Con* 
stitution of our Church was unanimously ratified 
upon the principles of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of North America, and on application to 
the Bishop and Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal ' 
Church of Philadelphia, we were graciously received 
into the bosom of the Church, and on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 14th, 1794, the Bishop in public did leceivo 
us under his pastoral charge^ and on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 12th, 1794^ our being received into the fellow- 
ship and communion of tho Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Philadelphia, was most cordially and 
fully announced from the pulpit by tho Bev. Bob't 
BlaokwelL" 

It appears, therefore, most clearly, from these 
records, that^ at this time, September, 1794^ St. 
Thomas's Church was entitled to all the privileges 
of the other Protestant Episcopal congregations ia 
the Diooes^ among which was the right of sending 
Deputies to the State Convention. The Act of 
Association ''done in Christ Church," in this city, 
the "24th day of May, 1786," expressly providing 
that the dergy and oongregations duly ratifying 
the said aot^ shall be called and known by the name 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Sute of 
Pennsylvania^ and that each congregation may send 
to the ^Convention a Deputy or Deputiei^ and thai 

all suoh dergymea as shall hereafter be settled as 
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the minblen of the oongregatlons ratifying ibis 9^ 
AM have tha lame privileges, and be aubject to 
ibe aame wgnlaliona as the clergy now aabecribing 

Ibeaame." 

Tbua alood the matter in September, 1794, when, 
ai the underaigned believe, Sk Thomas's Charoh waa 
in full fellowahip with ihe Church, and entiUed to 
all the privilegea of the other oongrcgationa of the 
PfoteaUnt Episcopal Church in the Dioceae. 

In the Convention of the ancceeding year (June 
Snd 1796,) ••It waa moved and aeconded, that in 
the examination for Holy Orders of Absalom Jonea, 
a black man, belonging to the African Church of 
St. Thomaa, in thia city, the knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek langnagea be diapensed with, agreeably 

to the Canon. 

BnoLTiP, That the aame be granted, provided 
it ia not to be understood to entitle the African 
Church to send a clergyman or Deputies to tiie Con- 
vention, or to interfere with the general government 
of the Episcopal Church, tiiia condition being made, 
in eonaideration of their peculiar circumsUncea at 

present** 
On Wednesday, Anguat 12th, 1796, at a meeting 

of the Trustees of St. Thomaa*a Church, the Bt Bev. 

Bishop and several of the Clergy of the Diocese 

being present, the Bishop presented the above 

extract from tiie Journal of tiie Convention, which 

was ** read and explained, and the membera preaent, 

nniting witii the restrictiona therein apeoifled, it waa 

agreed to." 
The underaigned, thersTore, while granting the 


Trustees of Sk Thomaa*a Church did agree to the 
restrictions referred to, cannot aee why such assent 
should prevent the present authoritiea of that 
Church from aeeking the removal of a provision 
which the congregation have found by experience 
to be burdenaome and injurious to their interests. 
The said reatriction was imposed and agreed to, lei 
it be remembered, not according to the recorda <»ted| 
at the time of receiving the Church of St Thomaa 
into fellowship with the Church in the Diocese, but 
nearly a year afterwarda, when the queation of the 
dispensation of certain literary qualificationa in 
the peraon adected for their minister came before 
the Convention, "thia condition being made in 
consideration of their peculiar circumstancea al 
present" 

The restriction and the agreement to it are there* 
fbre^ in the opinion of the undersigned, not to be 
viewed in the light of an original oomptftt contem* 
poraneoua with the existence of the Church of St 
Thomas as a part of the Church in the Diocese. 
The agreement they yielded to the restriction in 
their peculiar exigency, by no meana interferes 
with the right of the congregation to petition now 
for a repeal of the prohibition which their present 
** peculiar ciroumatancea** may render highly op* 
pressive^ and detrimental to their proaperity. 

But what were the ^peculiar circumstancea" to 
which the restriction, passed in 1796, refen? The 
words ''at preaent" ought, in charity, to be atrictiy 
limited. The Beverend Absalom Jones, the irsi 
minister of St Thomaa*a Ohureh| though very defl« 
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dont in literary qoalifloations for tho ministry, was 
a "man of good report and godly conyersation*'* 
He was held in great rererence and esteem by the 
colored people of our city. Zealoos for the proe- 
perity of the Chnroh, and unwearied in doing good, 
he was especially belored in consequence of his 
derotion to the sick and dying at the time of the 
prevalence of that awful scourge, the yellow fever. 
Administering to the bodily as well as spiritual 
wants of many poor suflbrers, and soothing the 
last moments of many departing souls among his 
people, he became greatly endeared to the colored 

race. ' • 

Hence, when they formed a congregation, ' in 
order that they might worship God according to the 
doctrine and discipline of the Church of their 
choice, they fixed their hearts upon haying their 
kind friend and helper for their minister. He 
who had already won his way to their hearU by 
labors and sacrifices of Christian lore that no one 
can hear of without emotion, must be the shepherd 
of their souls in Christ Jesus. So that they could 
succeed in this their darling wish, they were content 
to submit to inconrenience and to loss; for him 
their friend and brother, bouiM so closely to their 
hearts by the sympathy of past afflictions, they 
were ready to be placed for the time being in a 
position of inferiority. 

They were fully sensible that he did not poMSS 
the literary qoalifioations requisite for the ministry, 
but ihey knew and lored his self-sacrificing spirit^ 
and ooosiitenUy nligious lifoi WhcBi thersfoi% 


the great difficulty in the way of his ordination was 
remored, by the dispensing rote of the convention, 
the condition on which, in this case, the dispensa- 
tion depended was agreed to, the congregation of 
St. Thomas had succeeded in their great desire. In 
their feebleness, they surrendered to the far stronger 
power, the right which the church had already 
giren them, in order that their little flock might be 
watched and ministered to by a shepherd whom 
they loTcd. 

The undersigned earnestly submit, whether, afVer 
the expiration of so many years, adyantage should 
be taken of the concession which the petitioners 
yielded in their then peculiar exigency ? More than 
half a century has passed away since the adoption 
of the restriction, which, they now respectfully ask, 
may be remored. Their present Pastor has, it is 
belicTcd, far superior literary qualifications to the 
Bey. Absalom Jones, having passed a very credit- 
able examination, for the Diaconate and Priest* 
hood, before the Bt Bey. Dishpp Onderdonk, of 
this city. 

The yery wording of the restriction referred to^ 
viewed in connexbn with the &cts above stated, 
shows that both parties^ the Convention on the one 
hand and the Trustees of St. Thomas's Church on 
the other, thought of it only as a temporary pro* 
viso^ and that it would be reacinded when the 
'* peculiar circumstancea'* spoken of should cease. 

It is believed by the undersigned, that the " pecu* 
liar oironmsUnces" of the church of the petitionens 
at that time have in agrsat measure changed; thai 
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gpeoial paoaliarity mmod at in tbo roBiriciion has 
oeaaed, from iho tucX above stated, with regard to 
the present minister of the parish, and also from 
the consideration that their congregation are snlEMr- 
ing a reproach now which they did not experience 
at the time the restriction was agreed to, being con- 
trasted un&Torably with a colored Presbyterian 
congregation, whose minister had a seat in the 
Presbytery. The undersigned submit, that, eren 
on these accounts, the restriction should be imme- 
diately rescinded. 

' But some may contend that St. Thomas's Church 
is not, and never has been, in union with the Gon- 
Tcntion in the Diocese. The undersigned cannot 
permit themseWes to doubt that it hos been duly 
received, and that, too, at a very early day, into the 
eommunion and felbwebip of the Church, as the 
records of the Parish and the facts of the case fur- 
sishstrong evidence of it But grant, for the sake 
of argument, that it has not been admitted as a part 
of the Church of the Diocese. The supposition is 
favored, it must be confessed, by the fact that the 
Journals for several successive yean before 1882, 
after a list of the congregations in the State, append 
these words: ''There is, also,* in Philadelphia, St. 
Thomas's African Church, not in union with this 
Convention." Granting, we say, that this is the 
fiwt, though the undersigned think it &r otherwise, 
iben it may well be asked, where is the neoessity 
of a restriction so calculated to wound the fceUngp 

of those coDcemed f 

T , AooonUng to this suppositioni the danger of 8k. 


Thomas's Church sharing in the legislation of the 
Cburch is eflbctually guarded against already. .They 
do not yet possess, by right of communion and fel- 
lowship with the Church, the privilege which it is 
the object of the Eighth Revised Regulation to take 
away. If not in union with us, they cannot send 
their representatives among us, until, by an express 
vote of the Convention, we admit them to such 
union. In this view, the restriction is entirely 
useless — a gratuitous insult to the persons who are 
the sulgects of it. Even the strongest opponents 
to the admission of the representatives of St. 
Thomas's Church may, if the said Church be not in 
union with us, vote for the repeal of the regulation 
as superfluous and objectionable. 

The undersigned submit^ that the Eighth Revised 
Begulation be resduded on principle. No test of 
admission should be adopted here which is at vari- 
ance with the precepts of our Redeemer^ and with 
the practice of the Church in the apostolic timea^— 
and the undersigned would ask whether the said 
regulation be not inconsistent with both? If it be 
urged that darkness of the skin is just cause for 
exclusion, let us look well at such passages as these 
from the blessed Qospel : " One is your Master, even 
Christ ; and all ye are brethren." ^ Ood hath made 
of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all 
the fituse of the earth." And by His own blood, 
shed once for all men, hath Christ ** redeemed us to 
Ood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
i^id nation." There is no color marked out by our 
Divine ICaster and Head tot esolnakm from even 
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the smallest privilege or honor of the Christian 
Oharoh. On the contrary, it is part of the glory 
of the Chnroh, ** that Gkxl is no respecter of per- 
sons," bat that all are equally the objects of His 
parental care and His redeeming love. 

At the first Council of the Church, after our 
Lord's ascension, " the apostles, elders and brethren 
were assembled with one accord.** It will not be 
contended that any exception was then and there 
taken to the hue of the complexion. But it is 
alleged that the exclusion of the Church of St. 
Thomas, and all others '* in like peculiar circum- 
stances,** is a mere matter of expediency, and is not 
at all connected with the spiritual privileges of our 
excluded brethren : that the regulation as to who 
shall or shall not sit in council with us is a subject 
pertaining antj/ to the legislative character of the 
Church. 

Without considering the great bconsistency of 
the legislative aflbins being governed by any rules 
that seem at variance with the precepts and spirit 
of Christianity, we think that the above allegation 
will lose even iu plausibility, when it is considered 
that the exclusion of this Church from our councils 
does interfere indirectly with spiritual privileges of 
the peiitioners. llie Parish in question is cut off 
firom what is certainly to be considered a privilege 
and an honor, the conferring with a band of bro- 
thers about the welfare of the Church, and aiding 
in the promotion of such plans and regulations as 
may seem best adapted to advance the cause of our 
beloved Bedeemer. 


The singularity of its long exclusion, and the 
stamp of inferiority which is thereby put upon it, 
are well calculated, as the congregation respectfully 
set forth in their petition, ** to fhmish ground of no 
litde discontent within, and of constant deriding 
from without.** Hence they are hindered from 
greater progress as a congregation, and a subject . 
of vexation and reproach is constantiy kept before 
them. 

It may well be asked if it be consistent with the 
declaration of the great Apostle to the Gentiles, 
*'if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no 
flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my bro- 
ther to offend,** thus to wound the feelings and to 
interfere with the peace and prosperity of a com- 
pany of our brethren. They cannot be expected 
long to reconcile the inconsistency of their pastor 
being fit to preach the word of Ood, and to admin- 
ister His Holy Sacraments, and yet incapable of 
having any part in the councils of the Churoh. 
Can we reasonably look for their advancement and 
improvement in knowledge and virtue, while we 
continue to give ground for attacks upon their posi- 
tion, and thus help to lessen their self-respect. 

It seems, also, to the undersigned, well worthy 
of consideration, whedier the repeal of the Eighth 
Bevised Begulation would not tend to produce 
peace in our own Convention 7 

It is believed that many of the members of this 
body are conscientiously opposed to it. It is an 
.oibnoe to them, and they would rqoioe to see it 
reseiaded. While it remains on the statute book» 
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it will tend to proyoke agitation and dispote, not 
onl/ on aoooant of its exolosiva nature, but also 
from iti remarkable aingnlarity. In no part of the 
Ohnroh, it ia believed, is a similar prohibition main* 
tained with such invidious prominenoe. 

In coDolusioni the nndersignod seek, by Qod*s 
graee, to free onr Chnroh in this Diocese from what, 
they hare reason to believe, affords ground with 
many, without| for the charge against us of incon- 
•istenoy. 

They solemnly disclaim any purpose, or ercn 
wish, to involve this question with subjects of an 
exciting nature, that have no legitimate connexion. 
They desire to have the aubject discussed, and 
entreat that it may be so discussed, on its own 
merits alone, without being embarrassed and per* 
plexed with topics that properly hare nothing at all 
to do with it, and with which the undersigned have 
not the slightest intention to interfere. 

They present the following resolution: ''That 
the Eighth Bevised Begulation be and is hereby 
nsoinded.'* 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

HBNBY K MONTGOMEBY. 

Fhilada^ May %1^ 1860. 


The subscriber agrees cordially with the main 
principles of the abore report. 

O. BICLEN HARE. 


UBOLunoy bbfobtbd nr ma/oritt oouuimB 

ADOPTBD. 

•• The Convention proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution submitted by the mtgority of the 
•pecial committee on the subject of the Eighth 
Bevised Emulation. The rote was called for by 
ayes and noes, and by orders, and stood as follows: 


GLuor. 


Ayes— 44. 
Noes— 42. 


ULT SIPBBfUITAnoSli 



Ayes — 61. 

Noe*-ie. Divided— 1. 

"So the resolution reported by the 'majority* 
committee was adopted. The Convention then 
MUonmed.'* 

nPBBBsioir OP SBH T mBa r 

Prom the Vestry of St. Thomas's Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in rehtion to the action of the 
Episcopal Convention of the Diocese of Pennsyl- 
vania, on the minority report of a committee to 
whom was referred a certain petition from the 
aforesaid Church, respectfully asking a repeal of 
the Eighth Bevised Begulation. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Vestry of St. 
Thomas's ProtesUnt Episcopal Church, held Mon- 
day evening; June 8d, 1860, the following preamble 
and resolutions reported by a committe previously 
appointed, were accepted and unanimously adopted. 
The said committee were also authorized to publish 
the same in such papers as they might deem proper 
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WHrEBAB, The Minister, Churoh Wardens and 
Yostrymon of St. Thomas's Protestant Episcopal 
Oburoh, did send in a petition to the Episcopal 
Oonrontion of the Diooeso of Pennsylvania, sitting 
in Philndolphia, May, 1849, praying said Conven- 
tion to repeal the Eighth Ilegulation, which pro* 
bibits the aforesaid Church from being represented 
by delegation, having been under the superintend- 
ence of the Bishop of the Diocese upwards of fifty- 
five years ; and having conformed to the doctrines, 
discipline and worship of the Episcopal Church 
during the period above mentioned ; And whebbasi 
the said petition was referred to a committee of five 
gentlemen to report to the Convention to be held at 
St Andrew's Church in 1850 ; and whereas, a ma- 
jority of the committee not only reported adversely 
to the prayer of the petitioners^ but betrayed a 
spirit very unbecoming professing Christians, an- 
nouncing in their report that our " colob, physical 

AND SOOrAL CONDITION AND BDUCATION, BENDBBINO 
U8 BNnBBLT UNFIT TO BIT IN DBLIDBBAnVB DO* 

IHBB;" and whereas, we are not surprised at the 
final result^ yet we confess that we are perfccU/ 
astounded to find that it was thought necessary in 
io solemn an assembly, in order to reach the result^ 
to condescend to append to those unrighteous prqu* 
dices unknown in the Constitution of the Cburoh| 
and the Book of Common Prayer, and utterly at van- 
aooe with all the principles, precepts and doctrines^ 
as laid down by the great Head of the Church; 

jmWri^ Bmfmi^ That if ws wm hmMbn 
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desirous of being admitted into union with the 
Convention, we are not now, nor can we hereader 
be, (with due respect to ourselves and posterity) 

while "COLOB, physical and SOOrAL CONDITION 

AKD BDUCATION,** contiuuc to bc the test of admis« 
sion or rqjeotion. 

Resolved, As the sense of this Yestry, that the 
members of St. Thomas's Church have common 
understanding, and know how to appreciate virtue, 
honesty and industry, qs well as other people^ let 
their complexion be what it may. 

Retolved. That in the opinon of this Yestry, the 
expressions that were used by some of the members 
of the Convention, should be kept from the heathen, 
lest the Gospel should fail to have its salutary effeot 
upon their minds, they instinctively rejecting the 
message at the hands of those who justify com- 
plexional distinctions in the Churoh of Clirist. 

Retolvtd. That expediency is no plea against the 
viohtion of the great principles of charity, meroy, 
justice, and truth. 

ReeolveoL That the consideration offered, by re- 
minding us that the rejection could not debar us 
from communion with the Spirit, did not, in our 
humble opinion, come with very good grace, after 
having been told, in terms not to be misunderstood, 
that we were '' entirely unfit" to hold visible fellow- 
ship with a delegated council of that body, which 
defines the Churoh to be a ** yibiblb body of fiuth- 
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fal meiii'' Ao, wboao high mtirion on atrih b falfilkd 
odIj 80 fitr ftf the is a oo-worker with Ihe Spirit 

JSemlmL That the ihanla of this Tetiry be, and 

'iure hereb/ tendered to that portion of the Oonven* 

tioii| who endorsed by their rotes the minoritj 

report^ which developes the tme Oatholio spiriti 

• beantiftill/ harmonising with all that is pnra^ holj 

and elerating in the Christian system* . 


Jims NUDHAVy 

Olattok MiDtU, 

J. 0. B0WBB8| 

J. Ii. Habt, 
Fkavklut Turnsb. 
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FimnOll Of ST. TDOMASm CHURCH m 1SS4. 

A petitbn from the Yestrjr of St Thomas's 
CAinrch, eootaining the same reqaest of the former 
ons^ 'signed by the Bev. Wnu Doaglass, and James 
Needham, Warden, was forwarded to the Episoopal 
Oonrentioni assembled in St. Andrew's Ohnroh, 
Ma7i 185i. This petition was presented on Wed- 
nesdi^y May 17th, "by the Ber. Mr. Spaokman, who 
''then gave notice that on Thnrsdsj he wonld 
moTe to repeal the Eighth Bevised Bsgnlation.'' 

^ Thnrsday afternoon 6 P. M. The Oonyention 
re assembled. The minntes of the morning session 
were read and approred. 

^ *'The Ber. Dr. Cflay withdrew his motion to lay 
llie insolation of the Ber. Mr. Spaokman, oAursd this 


LOT OF wrni. 


171 


morning; on the table. The Tote was then taken 
by Orders on Mr. Spaokman*s resolntion to lepeal 
the Eighth Berised B^gnktioo, as follows s 


40 


Aye% . . 70 Ayes, 

Noes, . . S8 Noes, 

One diridcd, 
*' So the resolntion was lost.** 
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JlMn NllMIAK 

Somo SiwiLft, 

WlUIAM H. RiLIT, 
How ABO W. YBVK»e, 

Tbomai Cbabxock, 
Jamm H. Gmmmib, 
WiuiAK p. Psm, 

WllAIAM KVMBT, 

Ooo. T. Bmuunii, 
JcuPB H. C 


Glattov lliun, 

taOVA BODWM— TkMf., 

Jon a BoiriM,— 8ee^ 
Uoum Booim— Clorl^ 

UliTIMi B. YlOAI^ 
IMT ABO COLUiri, 

Jam Ki 8. Dooolai^ 
HAanrar D. Wnoov, 
PsABBLnr TvBni, 
Jamm H. Wilmv, M. D. 

In 1840, a brick wall was erected, in extent 176 
feet| forming the letter L^ 8 feet high from the 
pavemcDt, 18 inches thick, enclosing the chnroh 
yard at a cost of $470. 

In 1860, an Oigan, which had not been long in 
nse--of much greater rolnme than the former one^ 
was purohased— Talne, $1200. 

The principal debt of the ohnrch at this date, 
(1861) is a balance dne on tbeOigan of about $176. 


171 ooHnBiUTioira^ bafii8M8| na 

C0NFIR1IATIO1I8, BAPTIBMB^ Ao. 

GooBnnaiioDB from 1884 to 1860, S7i| 

BApiiims — ^Infiioia^ • 168 

*' Ada]t% 42 

Total 206 

OommaDicantfl — ^present namber, 106. 

Congregation *V ** more or leea^ 887. 

Sanday School — number of papib — Male, 47. 

« •• •• •• •« Female, 68, 

Teaobere — Male, • . • • 6. 

** Female • • • * 18. 

SOOISTISB. 

Children's Aid Society. 
Sinking Fond Society. 

The Sinking Fond Society of St. Thomas's Church 
superintend its cleansing at proper seasons^ and aid 
in meeting other incidental expenses, not otherwise 
provided for. 

The fiinds of the Children's Aid Society are 
applied to furnishing clothing to the children of 
such parents, whose only plea for not sending them 
to Sunday School, is their want of decent apparel. 
Both these societies are composed chiefly of females. 
And, I cannot feel that my task is completed, with- 
out recording; as I now do, my high estimate,— 
ever to be cherished— of *' their works and labor 
of love.which they hare showed for Christ's sake." 
May Heaven's choicest benedictions rest upon them. 
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